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HIGHLIGHTS FROM
NOVEMBER EXECUTIVE
MEETING

Cards and badges for Service
membership still not to hand — Borough
Council reminder they had not replied to our
complaint about taking a car parking space
-— Letter from president Omaka Marae
requesting permission to sel} raffles and
asking for financial assistance received —
Marae president to be invited to next
Executive meeting — Ron Moselsy retiring
on 20th December (three senior barmen iost
in the year!) — Peter Mcintyre prints to be
purchased, framed and hung in the
clubhouse — Two new members joined
in the month (we lost six) — Schooiboy
gardening becoming big enterprise and
much appreciated by recipients — Motor
mower purchased to assistin this scheme —
Tenders to be called for building extension
— Net charter profit down to 12% in last
quarter (gross was 86%) — No Executive
dinner this year as an economy step —
New Rules approved by L.C.C., NZRSA,
Infand revenue and now registered —
President Bowing Club invited to attend
next Executive meeting to discuss articles
being published in the bowling centre
bulletin.

and 25 years ago

One new member elected — Mr G. Cole
appointed RSA representative on Heritage
December “Loophole” ready for
distribution — General Acount had a credit
balance of £127/6/10 and the Relief Account
a credit of £245/1/3 — Christmas parcelsata
cost of 15/- each to be distributed to
residents at Amersfoote and hospital
patients — Working-bee arranged to tidy up
Omaka Cemetery.

and 30 years ago

R. A. Mears in the chair — No re-union
this year (1950) as no suitable venue
available — Letter from RSA requesting a
meeting to discuss use of club facilities by
Home Servicemen — A previous General
Meeting approved their use of facilities on
Friday nights — Mr Broadley appointed
Heritage representative — Messrs Mears
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and Breayley awarded Certificate of Me
Housie to cease pending decisior
authorities as to legality — Child
Christmas Party to be held at Waterlea
—A control system to be installed to er
some children did not get more than

share of sweets and ice creams.

To The Editor

| have been meaning to send in
poem for sometime as'd liketo share it
the other fellows.

It was written around 1944 ¢t
Canadian Sergeant Pilot instructing du
the Empire Air Training Scheme —
killed in a training accident.

| have always remembered it fron
A.T.C. days and you may know it youl

Oh, | have skipped the surly bonds of £

And danced the skies on laughter silv
wings.

Sunward !'ve climbed, and joined the
tumbling mirth,

Of sun spilit clouds

And done a hundred things

You have not dreamed of—

Wheeled and soared and swung high i
sunlit silence

Hovering there — I've chased the hov
wind along

And tossed my eager craft through foo
hall of air.

Up-up the long delirious burning blue

I've topped the sunlit clouds with easy ¢

Where never earth nor even eagle flew

And while with silent lifting wind I've

The high untrespassed sanctity of spa

Put out my hand and touched the fa¢
God.

CHRISTMAS DRAW
PROGRESS

Up to the end of October, 12,5!
tickets have been sold ($2511 worth)
$2000 worth of prizes have been
purchased including 20 hams at $30 e
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QOctober saw a steady number of visitors
and entertainment from our bands and the
clubhouse committee.

The usual visiting teams and games
away competing at darts and pool have
gained us many friends.

The new storeroom has now been
completed and the entrance to the
basement indoor bowling room has been
concreted voluntarily, with a path and wall
added.

Our visit to Westport was a great
success for those members making the trip.

I've heard folk saying that if they had
known it was going to be so good they
would have gone too.

Other members have paid a visit to the
Coast and had success with their whitebait
catches.

Don't forget the social evening on
December 6 for the presentation of Johnny
Murrell’s merit Badge and also Honorary
Life Membership for Women’s Section
members.

Mike Everett of the ciubhouse
committee has told me it's going to be a
cracker evening with a lot of thought going
into it to make a memorable night.

NOTE NEW BAR HOURS

For the summer season the bar hours
will be:
Monday to Thursday ... 11am to 10pm
Friday and Saturday 11am to 11pm

(Late permits will be obtained for
special occasions, including December 6).

Anyone having items for possible
inclusion in our Picton Bulletin may leave
them with our Secretary. i have left a
notebook with Gordon and he will pass on
any items to me.

—CLIVE M. TAYLOR

THE HIGH COST OF LANGUAGE

“Hey, Billl”

“What is it?”

“Your doctor’s out here with a flat tyre.”

“Diagnose the case as flatuiency of the
perimeter and charge him accordingiy,”

ordered the garage man. “That's the way he |

does his own business.”

GARDS
PR_LN T

MAGAZINES — LETTERHEADS
BLSINESS CARDS — TICKETS -

STATIONERY

14 BOMFORD STREET.
PHONE 83-747

BLENHEIM.
w

Picton Women’s Section

There was a good attendance a
October meeting of the Section to hea
and Pearl Badlands (member Peari M
tell of their fabulous trip by coach
Canada in the north to Mexico inthe s
throughout America.

Plenty of souvenirs brough the vi
life for us, even though it was ha
imagine the 13 miilion living in Mexicc
alone. Picton was never like that!

The entertainment group have st
their practices ready for our Chris
Party on November 25.

The afternoon indoor bowls ses
also concluded at the end of the mon

Flo Harvey was the lucky raffle w
for October.

We hope that our two members,
Smart and Norma York, who have be
hospital recently, are well on the w.
good heaith.

—JOAN M. TAYLOR.
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WOMEN'S SECTION INDOOR
BOWLING CLUB

Closing day, September 24, was
attended by 70 members. They were warmly
welcomed by the president, Mrs U. Taylor,
also Mrs P. Denton, vice-president of the
women'’s section.

The short games of bowis were played
until afternoon tea and trophies were
presented by Mrs Denton.

Trophy winners were:

RINKS: R. Peterson (s), G. Haack (3), N.
Long (2), V.-Boyce (lead).

TRIPLES: R. Peterson (s), G. Harnett
(3), N. Busch (lead).

PAIRS: M. Naysmith (s),
(lead).

First Aggregate: M. Briden; second
aggregate, M. Bloxsome.

Catered afternoon tea was served by
the committee and heipers.

The A.G.M. will be held in April, 1981,
on a day yet to be decided.

M. Briden
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Returned servicewomen are a small -

group within RSA who meet on the 5th
Friday in those month’s which have these.

As October's fifth Friday fell on a
holiday weekend, no gathering was held.

Qur next get-together will be Friday,
January 30, 1981, at the RSA—make a not of
this.

We have arranged a hotel dinner during
the last week in November.

Please contact president Connie'

(83-083) or secretary Rose (85-478) for
details or to say you will be coming.
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WINE ASSESSME

We had one of Montana's win
try one of O. L. (Les) Watson's hor
wines and thought our readers (i
might get a laugh out of his asses

“This reddish wine is of ext
turbidy and dullness. It has a strot
bouquet reminiscent of unwasr
shoes or last year's forgotten rub
taste is full to the.senses of the s
fool brave enough to sample it
nastiness. Allusions to gym shoes
rapidly to the rubbish, no longer fi
as the nausea refiex heightens the:
blend of the nugget and maggot f

The finish is intolerably harst
tarry after-taste lingers long ¢
chunderous expulsion of this fi
normalily only) foolhardy mouthfu

However, those with a pal
constitution cast of the right alloy
will eventually be rewarded |
perseverance by a mighty alcohc
that brings blessed oblivion (until
that is).”

“THE WINDSOCK BOOKCEI

We are specialising in second
hard-to-get items of aviation liter
For a copy of our first catalog
forward a stamped addressed env:
an indication of your requiremen
We are anxious to buy your
aeronautical books, including o
air publications such as pilo
maintenance manuals, han
regulations, KR and AOI, etc.
Kindly send a list to:

“THE WINDSOCK BOOKCEL
P.O. Box 757,
Blenheim,
New Zealand.
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arations for the mighty new
'm got under way, entrustment
rrategic nuclear deterrentto the
ce for the rest of this century
t part of the next provides a
»ooster for the Royal Navy in
| the Submarine Service in

¥ nuclear boats (possibly five)
iting in the 1990s, each armed
's and each missile fitted with
ndtly-targeted warheads — 128
r each boat.
irs of controversial speculation
ows Polaris?” the Government
n July in favour of Trident. .
:ment with the United States is
e 1962 arrangements under
1 acquired Polaris.
fent boats are expected to be
rogressively in the first half of
1e Polaris force is phased out.
:to be designed by naval teams
icipated, Vickers playing a full
esign.

all will be built by Vickers
e seen.

FIVE BILLION

pital costs at today’s prices is
‘ive billion pounds, spread over
a four-boat force.

the missile system in the U.S.
1atabillion pounds, but at least
.otal cost of the force is to be
dritain, including submarine

building, work on the warheads and work at
the Coulport armament depot and Faslane
submarine base.

The new submarines are likely to be of
similar size to Polaris boats — possibly

larger at around 10,000 tons — and
manpower requirements are aiso expected
to be similar.

The Government plans to decide in two
or three years time whether to build a fifth
submarine at a likely additional cost of
about £600 million.

The Trident missile is a three-stage,
solid-propellant, inertially-guided ballistic
missile and went to sea on operational
service with the U.S. Navy last year. It
weighs 65,000Ib, compared to the 35,000lb
of Polaris, and has a much greater range —
some 4000 nautical miles (full payload).

This compares with the 2500 nautical
miles of Polaris, providing the new
submarines with the advantage of much
greater “sea room” in which to operate.

THANKS

A thank you to Roy Wickett who
donated a new body and catcher fo‘r our
lawn-mowing service. Much appreciated,
Roy!
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BLENHEIM

COAL CO.

(Registered Coal Merchant)

FILL UP YOUR BINS NOW!
stocks of cosy West Coast coal now
deliver, or you can call

into our yard in Battys Road.

TELEPHONE 86-160. OR 84-664.

able. — We wil

all your Wood, Coal and Coke Supplies.

F6 3636 3 336 33 3 B2 B 33 3
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"QUICK MARCH"
July 10, 1920

TOALLMEMBERS OF THEN.ZR.S.A. —A
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT,
DR. E. BOXER

(The following message to all members of the NZRSA was
delivered by Dr Boxer in thanking the delegates to the recent
Dominion Conterence for re-efecting him to the Presidency of

the Association)

At the commencement of another year
may | send a personal message to ali iocal
associations and to every individual
member of the association.

The association needs some shaking-
up and | believe there shouid go forth a
clarion call pointing to where our real duty
lies in future national usefulness and
reconstruction.

The RSA is today a power for good in
the land. Our beginning was in small things,
and was buried in small things, butthereare
wider spheres of usefuiness ahead of us ali.

It .has been suggested that the
association will die a natural death. | do not
believe it; and on the contrary | believe it will
rise, Phoenix-like, out of the ashes of
internal dissension to a greater and higher
level of national usefulness after the
settlement of all the problems immediately
before us is accomplished.

We have won the position we hold today
by the strength of our minds and our
purposes, and by the right of those whe
have borne arms. The future of the
association lies in our hands, to make or to
mar. 1 personally do not regard my
responsibility lightly — rather do | hold it as
a very sacred trust held for ex-soldiers as
such, and also for the Dominion; a trust that
should occupy one's very best endeavours
and engage one’s best hopes.

| would impress upon all members of
the asociation that the future usefuiness of
the association is in the hand of each
individual, and the purpose of my message
is summed up in that ideal: “The greatest
good for the greatest number.”

Individual members may desire to take
a strong and perhaps headstrong course in
certain directions, but we must all realise
that it is necessary to look upon our actions
and desires in the light of how the Dominion
as a whole would view our ideas and
intentions.
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THINK IMPERIALLY

learn to think imperially, study hi:
with the map spread before you, and re
the greatness of the Empire of whichw
a co-ordinated part. Above all, realise
we — you and | — are taking part ir
world’s progress.

In past eras of our history the cry
“For God and Merrie Engiand,” but n
would urge, rather, that our prayer sh
be, “For God and the World.”

It is for the realisation of this ideal
we must all ultimately strive, else all w
be but failure.

In the travail of the past years of w
the travail of the soul of the world — w
hoped that a child of the best inten
would have been born and known as P
— a League of Nations that should insi
peace between the nations, and that i
should no longer exist the right of m:
slay his fellows.

But that stupendous birth was stillt
and we can today sense the sorrow o
nations that the travail of the world sh
have been of no avail.

There is a nation that made all us
— a nation which will accept no manda
govern and reconstruct after war's aw
blight, which has retired within its
borders and forgets the cry of the stric

So it comes about that, for the fu
whether we wish it or not, we shall ha
see to it that we do not relax from
position of being able to defend
ourselves and the iesser and we
nations.

On whom fall the mandates of
world, if not upon those who have air
borne the stress and strain of five yea
world war? Our Empire is the policems
the World! There is no escape. Dar
refuse the trust which God has given?

As parents of the future we will ha
be prepared to go through that whict
parents went through when they yielde
into the King's keeping, and gave us t
Empire, and all which that Empire st
for. This will be our greatest pers
sacrifice, but | take it that there will b
sacrifice that we shall refuse for the sa
the Empire. -

OQur parents did not falter, and wi
we of lesser stuff than they? Sever
thousand of our comrades are mis

R ————————.—









NORM FOWKE
GLASS

GLASS MERCHANT AND
GLAZIER

13 GROVE ROAD,
BLENHEIM.
PHONE 88-267 ANYTIME

)ointed out that it was not possible
der the naval requirements of the
nd Indian Oceans as a whole.
total naval forces required for the
were on a considerable scaie and
nable measure of defence couid be
a smaller force.
Home and Far Eastern theatres
far apart that correct strategy
*d adequate strength in both

‘e were elements of great friction
Japanese policy and the interests
ritish Commonwealth, and it was
1evitable that their interests would
y clash.
ling less than equality in modern
hips could be relied upon to give
in the future against war with
nd those ships should be close at
he first objective of Japanese
undoubtedly would be an attack on
-aval bases, and it was clear that
operation could at the present time
d out with comparative ease. The
ice of safeguarding those vital
centres was obvious.
)cating the establishment of an
Fleet, Jellicoe emphasised that its
in capital ships shouid not be less
d as powerful individually as, the
e Fleet.
report apportioned the cost of
1 and maintenance of such an
Fleet at Great Britain 75%,
1 20%, New Zealand 5%.
as suggested that New Zealand
1aintain as her part of the Fleet three
isers, six submarines and a depot
| a naval air school — the ships to be
initially by Great Britain but

when obsolete by New Zealand.

The regular naval forces were to be
recruited for service in peace and war and
naval reserve forces established to augment
them in time of war.

The report stated that provision should
also be made for fixed anti-submarine
defences, boom defence vessels, and nets
and controiled minefields for the principal
harbours to be available in the event of war.

A reserve of minesweeping vessels
should be built up by fostering the fishing
industry. The protection of seaborne trade
was dealt with in detail and proposals for
escorting ships in convoy were set out. The
report also stressed the importance of
wireless communications, direction-finding
stations and intelligence and coast-
watching services.

The report was a fair warning of what
was needed for the defence of New Zealand,
but in 1939 many things were lacking and
had to be improvised at great cost.

The Government decided to give effect
to the Naval Defence Act 1913 and adopted
the more immediate recommendations of
Lord Jellicoe, , namely, to acquire and
maintain a .modern light cruiser,
commission HMS Philomel as a training-
ship and establish a Naval Board. It was
provided by Order in Council dated June 20,
1921, that the force should be designated
the New Zealand Division of the Royal Navy.

HMS Chatham was commissioned for
service on the New Zealand Station and
arrived at Wellington in January 1921.

The first draft of recruits joined the
Philomel in May 1921. Captain Hotham,
CMG, R.N., combined the triple duties of
commanding officer HMS Chatham,
Commodore Commanding New Zealand
Station and Naval Adviser to the
Government.
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MICHAEL
POWELL
Principal

Tel. 83-043
A.H. 84-080

P QO Box554
Blenheim
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Two escort vessels were also stationed
in New Zealand, HMS Veronica arriving in
1920 and HMS Laburnum in 1922. They
were maintained by the Admiralty but were
under the operationsi control of the Chief of
Naval Staff, New Zealand.

The Veronica and Laburnam were
replaced in 1934 and 1935 respectively by
the newly built sloops Leith and Wellington.

The New Zealand Naval Board was
constituted by Order in Council of March 14,
1921, with the minister of Defence as
chairman, the Commodore as First naval
Member and the Chief Staff Officer as
Second Naval Member. The secretary to the
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MICHARL POWRLL

ESTATE JOHN
- g DAVIS
THE KEY A.H. 83-¢
1O YOUR §
FUTURE 84 Marke
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commodore acted as Naval Secretary to
Board.

in 1926 he was appointed permar
head of Navy Office, but was not the
member of the Board.

The secretariat at first was
organised on departmental lines but
drawn from the staff of the Departmen
Internal Affairs. Control of expenditure
exercised by the appointment to N
Office of an officer directly responsibl
the Treasury.

it was found difficult to administer
naval forces effectively while the first n:
member of the board had aiso to carry
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FOR MEN'S SHOES

When comfort counts
You can count on

SHOE
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CRESSWELL’S

STORE

9 MAXWELL ROAD, BLENHEIM.
TELEPHONE 89-243
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FLORIST — MAYFLOWER STUDIC

HAVE YOUR FLOWERS FOR
WEDDINGS FUNERALS
HOSPITALS HOMES
AND ALL OCCASIONS
DONE PROFESSIONALLY BY U¢

TELEPHONE 83-575. Centrepoint Mall, Bienh

TROTTING TALK

NO RESPONSE has caused problems this season but appeai
coming right. Watch him over the holidays.

AL PACINO is one showing a lot of potential in the north anc
worth watching closely.

Promising three-year-old DEL TIME could well winthem in ar¢
the next few weeks.

_+ A. R. WEBBY
* FOR ALL YOUR FOR FRIENL

LUBRICATION * TUNE-UPS 2a PARK TERF
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. R. SIMMONS, LOCKSMIT

VERNMENT LICENSED FOR ALL SECURITY WORK

Nance€ 10 MAXWELL ROAD  P.O. BOX 579 Key Cutting
Sloses Lock Repairs
ervice Master
erated aster Systems
vicing Intruder Alarms
n and Security Lock
inging Systems
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s a 12 month studentship in
5 or anumber of other multi-
es prepared to host our

rear living with an American
:nding high school. The
rans-Tasman programme,
ionths from December 4 till
February — this is over a
0 no schooling is involved
expected to get outinto the
n social work, sport, or
ost family.

n has hosted a number of
»m the States and Australia,
5.

This is a most rewarding experience for
student, college and host family and indeed
the community in generai.

May we put in a plug here for more
families to host students. Homes are
needed, colleges are prepared to take these
people, but they must have a New Zealand
mum and dad.

If interested, please contact AFS
Secretary, Mrs Barbara Murray. “Murray
Downs,” Omaka Valley.

This year Mariborough Chapter has two
students away in the States.

Paul Johnston, from Clarence Bridge, is
making a name for himseif playing football!
for his coliege at Edgerton, Wisconsin, and

B3 3 3% 3 4 3 3 3 3 30 WA
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N. BARRATT LTD
| MERCERS

0. BOX 78, PICTON.

TELEPHONE 221.

STOCKISTS OF ALL

EN’'S BOYS’ and LADIES WEAR
also ' ’
\VEL BAGS and MANCHESTER LINES
DRY CLEANING:
in by 10am Out by 2pm -
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600 DIFFERENT NUMBER

HINE COMBINATIONS PER BOOK

Available only from

JSIE GARDS PRINT LTD,

14 Bomford Street, Blenheim.

:ETS Telephone 83-747.

Or Write P.O. Box 217.
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the tobacco harvest. Man’s best friend
f the largest tobacco Having wandered helplessly into
e US.A. a blinding snowstorm. Sam, a
mes from Ward and has notorious drinker, was greatly re-
rs on a farm. lieved to see a sturdy St Bernard dog

bounding toward him with a keg of

ng in the State of lowa brandy strapped to his collar.

r liege, having a N
ge?o.( Golleg g "‘At*last,” cried Sam, “ma.n’_s best
FS is at present hosting f{)‘g,“d - and a great big dog,
who is attending )

College, and his N.Z.-
Mrs John Dodson, of

from Glendale, Los
on of 132,000. His father
les and owns 50 horses.
amping and, naturally,
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name for himself here in
by, opera and college

GET YOUR
CROSSFIRE
REGULARLY!

For just $2 you can have
Crossfire posted to any address in
New Zealand.

Have you an old RSA cobber
who has moved to another town?

It would be a nice gesture if
you paid the subscription and
enable him to have each issue
posted to him.

See the Secretary/ Manager if
you would like to take advantage
of this postal service.

have two Mariborough
] to Australia — Claire
er Wairau and Denys
im.

e students will have a
nce and we wish them

erested in seeking more’
ning to join our chapter,
sorough RSA office and
mes and phone numbers

»
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