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GENESIS OF THE ROYAL
NEW ZEALAND NAVY

(From Official History of the Royal New
Zealand Navy)

New Zealand is rich in Naval traditions
that reach back for nearly two centuries.

On his first voyage to the Pacific in
1769-70 Captain Cook, RN, in HMS
Endeavour, circumnavigated these islands
and disproved the belief that the country
was part of a fabulous Terra Australis.

Seventy years later came Captain
William Hobson, RN, whose treaty with the
Maoris, signed at Waitangi in February,
1840, established British sovereignty in New
Zealand.

That sovereignty was affirmed in the
South Island six months later when Captain
Owen Stanley of HMS Britomart hoisted the
Union flag at Akaroa.

Hobson was New Zealand's first
Governor and was succeeded in September,
1842 by Captain Robert Fitzroy, RN.

In 1848 came Captain J. L. Stokes, in
HMS Acheron and Comimander Byron
Drury in HMS Pandora on the first detailed
survey of New Zealand's coasts and
harbours. N

In those times New Zealand and
Australia were included in the vast East
Indies and China Command of the Royal
Navy established in 1816.

Even more extensive was the
contiguous Pacific Command, established

in 1819 under Commodore Sir Thomas'

Masterman Hardy, who was Nelson’s flag
captain at Trafalgar.

From the 1820s onwards ships of the
East Indies Command made occasional

visits to New Zealand to show the flag and
enforce some sembiance of law and order at
the Bay of islands.

The Australian Station, which included
New Zealand and many of the South Sea
Islands, was established as a separate
command in March 1859.

Ships of the Royal Navy played a
notable part in the Maori Wars, especially in
the 1860s when a fiotilla of gunboats
operated on the Waikato River and landing
parties took part in combined operations
elsewhere. Two of the earliest naval Victoria
Crosses were won in the fighting of 1860
and 1864.

The Russian “war scare” or 1885 first
compelled serious attention to the defence
of New Zealand. During the next four years
much money was spent on forts and other
coastal defences, including submarine
mining equipment and two small steamers
to handle it.

Four second-class torpedo-boats built
in England (the first two arrived in 1887)
were allocated to the four main ports.

These little vessels, as well as the
mining organisation were controlled and
operated by the military authorities.

In addition to 12 batteries of garrison
artillery in the various coastal centres from
Auckland to Invercargiil, the New Zealand
Naval Volunteer Artillery Corps was formed
to man the coastal batteries in the forts at
the four main ports and at several secondary
ports.

The problem of naval defence received
much attention in Australia and New

Zealand during those years. The New_.-

Zealand Premier (Sir Robert Stout) in cor-
respondence with Rear Admiral Tryon,
Commander in Chief Australian Station,
informed him that “my Government feel
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THE BATTLE OF KOLOMBANGARA

in the darkness and quietness of the morning,
As the squadron steamed steadily north

The Admiral signalled a warning

That Jap warships were sallying forth;

We know not their size nor their number
Their speed or the object that night

But ours was to send them down under

So we steamed to the north and to fight.

One o'clock and “stand to” is sounded

And the speed is increased to our best

All's tense — scarce a whisper is heard

Till we open our fire with the rest

Action: Full hot is the pace,

Guns blaze and shells scream through the night
Each man is closed up at his place

To fight for his cause and the Right.

“Leander” was pouring our shell

Her hull rocked and reeled with the blast;
Around us the "“Yanks” gave them hell
For they knew how to shoot and shoot fast.
The Jap’s guns were flashing and roaring

And some of the shells landed near

But our broadsides we see to be scoring

We're making them pay and pay dear.

At the height of this furious show

A terrific explosion is heard

She shudders and reels 'neath the blow
And seems to go dead. Scarce a word
As we help with the dead and the dying
And feel our way round in the dark

We know by the way she’s now lying
That a “tin fish” has made us a mark

No word | can find or can borrow

Can tell of the thoughts in our minds

Our grief at the bloodshed, our sorrow

For messmates cannot be defined.

We're crippled — fight, steam we're unable —
A fine sitting shot for the Jap—

But the “Yanks"” or those that are able

Haul in and get on with the scrap.

Now the days of “Leander” were over

Were it not for the boys down below

Who wouldn’'t admit they were beaten

And said “We will get her to go”

They swore and they cursed — they were weary;
They prayed as they coaxed her along,

But they stuck it out and were cheery,

And even spared breath for a song.

‘Dawn found us stili limping to southward

The victors, but we’d paid a price.

Jap bases were close on our starboard,

They'll surely be here in a trice.

With eyes that were strained and were swollen,
The Lookouts kept scanning the sky;

And the sight of our own fighter squadron
Was a sight to gladden each eye.
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Twenty-eight of us paid for this glory

For them all we offer a prayer.

Their names will live on in our story,

Their dear ones safe in God's care.

Their sweethearts, their wives and their mothers
We'll care for as though they’re own

To their menfolk — their fathers and brothers
We promise to see this job done.

—By Peter Leslie Smith,
Acting Ldg Stoker,
HMS Leander.
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N.Z’s FIRST BATTLE CRUISER
H.M.S. NEW ZEALAND

. In another article on the history of the
Royal New Zealand Navy, mention is made
of our first battle cruiser which was
purchased by the Dominion of New Zealand
and presented to the Royal Navy.

Her keel was laid at Glasgow in June,

1910 and she was launched a year later and

commissioned in November, 1912,

She had a displacement of 18,800 tons,
was 590ft long, had a speed of 26 knots and
her armament consisted of four turrets with
two 12in guns, fourteen 4in guns, two high
angle guns and two submerged torpedo
tubes.

On commissioning she sailed from
England on a worid cruise which included
two months in New Zealand waters visiting
all suitable ports.

On return from the cruise, she joined
the first Battle Cruiser Squadron under
Captain Lionel Halsey.

When war was declared the White
Ensign was painted on either side of the
foretop in order that the flag should always
be showing and in case all halyards were
shot away, so that it could never be said that
the ship had struck to the enemy.

H.M.S. New Zealand took part in the
major sea battles of Heligoland, Dogger
Bank and Jutiand. During the war she
cruised 84,458 miles and in the process
burned 97,034 tons of coal.

Some expert mathematician in our
midst might like to convert that to kilometres.
per litre.










AGERS’ INDOOR
'WLS TOURNEY

his very popular tournament, which is
to any financial member of the RSA
ent in Marlborough was inaugurated in
with the presentation to the,
>orough RSA of the Fleetway Shield by

Avery Brothers, then of the Fleetway

Co. T

NViff Hastilow who was then working for {-

way and was at that time an active

ber of the ciubhouse committee played

'a part behind the scenes in persuading

wery's to present the shield which was
helpful to the RSA and a good
advertisement for the firm.

The executive of that time very wisely
asked the committee of the men’s indoor
bowling club to organise and conduct an
annual tournament.

it was decided that the winning rink, in
addition to having their names inscribed on
the shield, each member receives a, silver
button inscribed “Diggers’ Tournament”
and the year of their win, Over the last few
years the RSA executive decided to sponsor
the winning rink as Mariborough RSA’s
official entry to the national RSA
tournament. The MRSA pays the entry fee,
accommodation deposit and travel
expenses. This is an extremely generous act
by our association and to my knowledge the
only RSA in the country to do this.

With ever-increasing overheads it must
be debatable how much longer the MRSA
can afford this sort of generosity.

This year's tournament was played on
August 23 and attracted 22 rinks of which 10
managed to qualify for post-section. '

in the first two games of section play M.
Phillips beat N. Williams and P. Haack beat
B. Croft.

in the next round J. Howe defeated A.
Steel, D. Peat beat J. Horton, N. Waters beat
defending champion M. Bentley and Haack
defeated Phillips.

In the semis, Howe defeated Peat and
Waters beat Haack. ]

in the final Steve Maddock, Frank
McKinley, Murray Carroll and Jim Howe (s)
played sound bowls and soon had a}
commanding lead. Waters’ rink scored a
four on one end and looked to be in striking
distance but Howe’s four tightened up their
game to win comfortably.
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The winning four will now repr
Mariborough at the 1981 nati
tournament at Hastings.

President Reg Watson introduced
president Ron Hemming who presente
shield and buttons to the winners
trophies to the runners-up.

Mr Hemming thanked chief umpir
Sanders and his assistant Ernie Nea

" presented them with a bottle of Scots n

for their valued service.

Mr Hemming thanked the ladies f
light luncheon and morning and after
teas. Thanks also to Joyce Clunies-
who had sole charge of the raffles an
committee who organised and rar
tournament.

—C. M. J. WATSON.

TALE OF A HORSI

Some years ago during a droving 1
the Marlborough district, there cai
drought which in its severity was ha
horse and man — so much so lhadto¢
of my plant.

| kept two horses — one pack ai
and one for riding. After a while i los
pack animal.

" | fought to save the life of the
horse but he was such a sorry specte

‘decided to put him out of his misery.

i bashed him between the ears
started to skin him, but when | was ha
through | was surprised to see that h

- had life in him.

Being a sentimental sort of bl
looked around for something to se\
hide back on and discovered a black
bush from which 1 soon proceeded to
skewers. | pinned the hide together o
old chap and then left him.

A couple of years later | was inthe
district again and decided to look and
the oid horse had survived.

| was astonished to see a bush we
about and blow me if it wasn’'t the ol
with blackberries as big as two
sprouting all over him.

I led him around a few towns i
outback selling the berries but in the
had to destroy him as a noxious wee
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CARPET CARE (Marlborough)

CARPET BINDING — SAVA-SPILL SILICONE TREATMENT — COMMERCIAL
AND DOMESTIC — APPROVED BY INSURANCE COMPANIES — REPAIR
SERVICE — PILE BRUSHING — EXPERT UPHOLSTERY CLEANING —24-HOUR
FLOOD SERVICE — CARPET CLEANING — AFTER HOURS SERVICE — EXPERT
FLOORING SPECIALISTS — TOWN OR COUNTRY — REASONABLE PRICES.

RING 6390 DAY OR NIGHT % SYMBOL OF SERVICE
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converse briefly with him. Altogether a quite
memorable experience.

On our third day in Rome we set off for
Monte Cassino and it was easy to seewhat a
vantage point it was for the Germans and
why it was so costly to capture. An amusing
incident occurred as we walked to the
Monastery. There were two or three women
holding babies and begging for money, but
a sharp-eyed Kiwi had spotted them getting
out of a Mercedes as we arrived, so their
“take” was pretty small as far as we were
concerned.

The Monastery of course has been
completely rebuilt, only the crypt of the oid
Monastery remained after the bombing.
Again, we could not help but gaze in
admiration of the craftsmanship.

The Monastery was rebuilt with
American funds to the tune of $2.7m, but the
italian stonemasons are said to have
donated their services.

-On the way back we visited the towns of
Soro and Atene, quite pleasant provincial
towns.

Once again, we had a difficult re-entry
into Rome with peak traffic at 8.30pm. The
tourist guide got almost desperate at not
being able to guide the driver through the
one-way streets and thick traffic that he
started taking surreptitious swigs at a bottle
of brandy. )

From Rome we travelled to Florence
and enjoyed wandering around the narrow
streets and admiring the historic buildings.

From Florence to Perugia for a night.
The hotel was on the outskirts of the town
and unbeknown to us there was a carnival
being heid in a nearby village. We were all in
bed but about midnight there were some
loud explosions.

Those of us on the top floor were
treated to a great firewgrks display, but the

view of those on the lower floors we
obscured by a neighbouring building. Somr
of the party thought it was a terrorist attac
and took appropriate evasive action!

We then had a long day in the bus |
Rimini. En-route we stopped at Camerin
where the battalion had rested up for
period between actions. One of the part
Dave Selby, used to play chess with &
Italian priest. He had written in advanc
saying that the party would pause .
Camerino and hoped he would be able !
make contact. The priest was there to me:
the bus and it was hard to know which wz
the more excited at meeting again after tt
passage of so many years.

Italian campaigners last saw Rimini
ruins — today it is a favourite tourist vent
for Germans with many muiti-storey hote
along the strada. What was remarkable °
New Zealand eyes was that each hotel hz
its strip of beach and if you wanted to mat
use of the facility you had to pay for an are
of about two metres square with umbrel

"installed and there do your thing.

An enjoyable ride through tr
countryside saw the party arrive at Venic
there to do the usual tourist thing, visit tt
Doge’s Pailace, St Mark’s Cathedral, ride ¢
the gondota and so on.

A side trip was a visit to Trieste ar
some of the party managed to get in
Yugoslavia. The writer did not make th
trip, but instead visited the site of a PO
camp near Udine, at which many hundret
of New Zealanders, Australians, Indian
Cypriots, Serbs, etc., spent many hung
months.

Before arriving at Venice, the par
paused at the war cemetery at Faenzawhe
many New Zealanders are buried.

And so it was Arriverderci to italy ar
on to Austria for two delightful days
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DRINK AND ENJOY ——-————-——

“Drink because you are happy,
Never because you are miserable.”
G. K. Chesterton.

DOMINION BREWERIES
WEST COAST BRANCH

are pleased to be associated with

MARLBOROUGH RSA

nB TODAY’S GREAT BEER
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That’s huzzanga

During ‘a recent expedition into
the wildest part of darkest Atrica. a
group of explorers came upon a vil-
lage of primitive savages. In an
attempt to make friends, the leader
of the explorers tried to tell the
natives what it was like in the civi-
lised. outside world.

“Qut there.”
tellowman.”

he said. “we love our

To this the natives gave a ringing’

cry of “Huzzanga!™

Encouraged by this. the explorer
continued: “We treat others as we
would want them to treat us!”

“Huzzanga!” exclaimed the
natives with much enthusiasm.

“We-are peaceful!” said the ex-
plorer.

“Huzzanga!” cried the natives.

With a tear- running down his
cheek, the explorer ended his fine
speech: “We come to you as friends,
as brothers. So trust us. Open your
arms to us, your houses. your hearts.
What do you say?”

The air shook with one long,
mighty “Huzzanga!”

Greatly pleased by the reception,
the leader of the explorers then
began talking with the natives’
chief.

“I see that you have cattle here,”
he said. “They are a species with
which I'm unfamiliar. May I inspect
them?”

“Certainly, come this way,” said
the chief. *“But be careful not to step
in the huzzanga.”

Upstaged

The young man took his girl'to,

an open-air theatre on their first
date: After the first act he found it
necessarv 1o excuse himself. He
asked the usher where the men's
room was located and was told.
“Turn left by that big oak tree. go
straight ahead about 20 yards. then
right another five.”

In a few minutes he returned to
his seat.

“Has the second act started yet?”
he asked his date.

“You ought to know.”
coolly. “You were in it!”

she said
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New position

Margie was an enthusiastic
newlvwed and. after discussing the
family budget with her husband.
she decided she should get a tem-
porary job. Bouncing into the public
library. she approached the attent-
ive old maid sitting at the reference
desk.

“Could you please give me the
name of' a good book on positions?”
she inquired.

“What kind of positions d1d you
have in mind™ asked the old li-
brarian with a starched smile.

“Oh. vou know —" explained the
bright- e\ed young woman. “— the
different kinds of positions a bride
might take.”
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GET YOUR
CROSSFIRE
REGULARLY!

For just $2 you can have
Crossfire posted to any address in
New Zealand.

Have you an old RSA cobber
who has moved to another town?

It would be a nice gesture if
you paid the subscription and
enable him to have each issue
posted to him.

See the Secretary/ Manager if
you would like to take advantage
of this postal service.
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