





JITORIAL . . .

holidays are a busy time for the association as this is when we reach an empioyment peak with
oolboy gardening scheme. We have a semi-permanent “workforce” who have their regulars to
er right through the year, but comes holiday time and it seems half the boys at Marlborough
1 descend on us looking for work. So far, this year, we have paid out $573.00 which at $2.10 per
presents 273 hours work looking after lawns, gardens, hedges, etc., for our widows and aged
s. Some of these lads take a bit of supervising but generally they’re keen, hard-working and we
good reports from our members on the standard of their work.

nes, because of the weather or required start-time on a job, the boys have to wait at the RSA to
k. One such iad was waiting to begin a job for a veteran and in the meantime was sent out to
1e of the gardens around the bowling green. A check at 10am found him industriously employed
t day our gardener, Allan Register, was hopping mad. Syd Robinson had given us 12 dozen
lceland poppies, smail plants which Allan had spent several hours planting. Our gardening lad
 them for weeds and dug them all in. in due time the boy reported to me and | had visions of Allan
gthejobin, so at morning tea next day | warned the staff not to say anything while | explained the
tory to Allan.

3 had sugared his tea and taken the first bite from his toasted cheese sandwich, | said to Alian:
hose chaps from the Department of Ag and Fish seen you yet?” Alian said, “No, what do they

Well, Allan, they’re really after someone’s blood. Those poppies you planted are the opium variety
young jokers are bleeding the opium from the seed pods and making heroin.”
said Allan. “I've got a lot of those at home too!”
iy Allan,” | said, “that's why we had to dig them all in.”
ht nothing more about the matter, feeling happy that the explanation had calmed Allan’s wrath
t he would now stay in our employ. Next thing, the lad came racing back and said: “i had to tell Mr
r the truth about the poppies.”
»n earth for?” | asked.
i started to dig in all the other poppies in the garden!”
ay Allan took the joke very well, and said it was just as well he found out what had happened as he
ng to have an argument with the people at the Ag and Fish Department and was going to dig in his
sland poppies at home.
remember our schoolboy gardening scheme and if you know of anyone who needs assistance
et us know. It's like all of our welfare work, if we don’t hear about it we can’t do anything. There's
| worse than hearing a widow or veteran say “The RSA has done nothing for me,” but it's got to
ym someone — somewhere.

—PAUL BRODIE

ATTLE OF BRITAIN

SUNDAY
" i ice will be held NEW MEMBERS
»rt commemoration service will be he
r Memorial on Sunday, September 21 at 55883 C. MITCHELL (Mrs)

mark the 40th anniversary of the Battle 13331 J. W. SMITH










Blenheim RSA
Women’s Section

The attendances at the social after-
noons have been most encouraging and the
August meeting was no exception. Mrs
Kennington warmly welcomed everyone
with special mention made to newer
members. And to these ladies, if you wish to
help at afternoons, have any particular skills
you wish to share, please give your name to
Mrs Kennington or Mrs Neal. The committee
are always searching for entertainmentand
ideas for demonstrations and talks. Mrs
Dora Brooks demonstrated how to arrange
flowers simply and effectively in containers
that are avaiiable in most homes.

With a limited range of blooms, Dora
showed us some delightful arrangements;
she was easy to listen to and shared some of
her floral secrets.

Members are reminded of our

WOMEN'’S SECTION SHOP DAY

TO BE HELD ON FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 21,

IN CENTREPOINT.

This is a section effort — so please
support your Shop Day.

All the proceeds will go towards
increasing our monetary donations to the
worthy organisations we help.

Any ladies wanting help with material,
etc., for the making of goods or, who have
this to spare, do please inquire from Mrs
Kennington, Mrs Neal or any committee
member.

A pleasant, relaxed afternoon was
enjoyed at the Veterans’ afternoon. One of
our veteran guests, Mrs Nees of Renwick,
recited three of her Marlborough poems.
Local content always creates an interest as
was the case with this popular item. Those
firm favourites, cards and housie, preceded
afternoon tea. Mrs Cath Smith played the
piano and led a community sing-a-long.

PICTON WOMEN'S SECT

Twenty-two members attended the n
on August 12 and new member Marjorie H
was welcomed by our president, June |
The raffle was won by Dorothy Dahiber¢

Those present were treated to a thot
entertaining account of her recent world
member Margaret McLauchlan. This t
through Hawaii, America, England, Eurc
the flattening heat of Muscat. M
concentrated on the lighter side of her to
husband John and her keen sense of t
provided us with an hilarious afternoon.

She certainly needed it when stuck
fire-escape shaft of a muiti-storey h
Hawaii, having mistaken the door for that
The little Japanese gentleman who
released her must surely have thought th
Zealand women were indeed the friendlie:
whole worid to strange men!!

On August 5 some of our members we
resented at the Women’s Institute birthda
and enjoyed the varied entertainment an
fellowship.

—JOAN M. TAYLOR.
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THE STORY OF THE SIX-FINGERED
ABACUS MAN

The Problem:

A wise old man of ancient China was
known far and wide for his wisdom and
ability to solve difficult problems. Many men
came to him asking for advice.

One day a merchant brought him this
problem

I have six men, each skilled with the
Abacus. In a short time | am going to need
more such men to deal with an increase in
my business which will amount to one-fifth
as much as | have now. But | cannot afford
the capital investment of another man and
another Abacus and even if | could, one man
would not be enough and two men would be
too much. After three moons have come and
gone | will no longer need any extra men, for
my business will then return to normal. Oh,
Wise One, what shali | do?”

The Solution:

The wise man pondered the problem for
several days and finally summoned the
merchant.

“The solution to your problem is simple.
You must insist that each of the six Abacus
men who work for you must now grow
another finger on each hand — and
henceforth you must hire only twelve-
fingered men to replace them. By doing this
your Abacus Department will be increased
by exactly one-flfth and you wil not have to
hire any extra men.’

The merchant smiled, his problem was
now solved. He thanked the old man a
thousand times and bowed out of his
presence.

As he was leaving, he hesitated, and
turned to speak to the oid man once more.

“Oh Wise One, you have truly given me
the solution to my problem.But” . . .he
paused how do | get my Abacus
men to grow extra fingers?”

The wise man iooked at the merchant —
puffed on his pipe for a moment — and said:

“That is a good question, my son, and
you are to be commended for asking it. But,
alas, | only make policy recommendations
and details are up to you.”

Oh, to be a maker
recommendations!

(From “Porta-Gas News”)

of policy

-
GARDS
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MAGAZINES — LETTERHEADS -
BUSINESS CARDS — TICKETS —

STATIONERY
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SHOP DAY
COME TO CENTREPOINT ON
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21
For all your

CAKES — SWEETS — PLANTS
CROCHET — PRODUCE — SEWIN(
KNITTING — NOVELTIES — RAFF

Donations to stalls will be appreciatt
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LEST WE FORGET

As we remember, with deep gratitude those whe suffered
pain and gave their lives for as; let ns resolve to de all in

3 let ns
our power to preserve the freedom we hold today.




THE SILENT MEMBER

(C. J. DENNIS)

He lived in Mundaioo, and Bill McClosky was his name,

But folks that knew him well had little knowledge of that s:
For he some’ow lost his surname, and he had so much to say—

He was called “The Silent Member,” in a mild, sarcastic way.

He could talk on any subject — from the weather and the crops,
To astronomy and Euclid, and he never minded stops;

And the lack of a companion, didn’t lay him on the shelf,

For he'd stand before a looking-glass and argue with himself.

He would talk for hours on lit'rature, or calves, or art, or wheat;
There was not a bally subject you could say had got him beat;
And when strangers brought up topics that they reckoned he would baulk,
He'd remark, “! never heard of that.” But all the same he'd talk.

He'd talk at christ’'nings by the yard; at weddings by the mile;
And he used to pride himself upon his choice of words and style.
In a funeral procession his remarks would never end,

On the qualities and virtues of the dear departed friend.

We got quite used to hearing him, and no one seemed to care—
In fact, no happ’ning seemed complete uniess his voice was there.
For close on thirty years he talked, and none could talk him down,
Until one day an agent for insurance struck the town.

Well, we knew The Silent Member, and we knew what he couid do,
And it wasn’t very fong before we knew the agent, too,

As a crack long-distance taiker that was pretty hard to catch;

So we called a hasty meeting and decided on a match.

Of course, we didn’t tell them we were putting up the game;
But we fixed it up between us; and made bets upon the same.
We named a time-keep, and a referee to see it through;

Then strolled around, just casual, and introduced the two.

The agent got first off the mark, while our man stood and grinned;
He talked for just one solid hour, then stopped to get his wind.

“Yes . . .but" sez Bill; that's all he said; he couldn’t say no more,
The agent got right in again, and fairly held the floor.

On policies and bonuses, and premiums and all that,

He talked and talked until we thought he had our man out flat.
“Ithink . . ." Bill got in edgeways, but that there insurance chap
Just filled himself with atmosphere, and took the second lap.

| saw our man was getting dazed, and sort of hypnotised,

And they oughter pulled the agent up right there, as | advised.
“See here . . .” Bill started, husky; but the agent came again, -
And talked right on for four hours good — from six o’clock to ten.

Then Bill began to crumple up, and weaken at the knees,

When all at once he ups and shouts, “Here, give a bloke a breeze!
Just take a pull for half a tick and let me have the floor,

And I'll take out a policy.” The agent said no more.



Alember swallowed hard, then coughed and cleared his throat,
ngle word would come — no; not a blessed note.

ked something dreadful — such a look of pained dismay;

e us one pathetic glance, and turned; and walked away.

spoken since that day — not more than “Yes” or “No.”
voice a good bit, too; the town seems rather slow.

:d “The Silent Member,” just sarcastic, I'll allow;

at agent handled him it sort o’ fits him now.

I take work home most nights
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BLENHEIM COAL CO.

(Registered Coal Merchant)

FILL UP YOUR BINS NOW!
New_ stocks of CQSY West Coast coal now
available. — We will deliver, or you can call
into our yard in Battys Road.

TELEPHONE 6161 OR 84-664.
For all your Wood, Coal and Coke Supplies.
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NORM FOWKE
GLASS

GLASS MERCHANT AND
GLAZIER

13 GROVE ROAD,
BLENHEIM.
PHONE 88-267 ANYTIME

REPORT ON THE 17th RSA DOMINION INDOOR
BOWLING TOURNAMENT — 1980

This year the venue was Paimerston North and was played over the weekend June 28-29. In all
ways it proved to be a most successful tournament — the organisation was superb and
everything ran like clockwork. On arrival ail teams were issued with tickets — on production of
the mighty doliar — and these tickets covered all your requirements for meals, entertainment
and drinks for the whole weekend.

The tournament was played some distance from the local RSA — in the A. & P. Show
Buildings and Pascal Street Stadium.

The tournament committee did a really wonderful job and we made a point of congratulating
them before we left. There were 98 teams entered and it was played in one room under NZIBF
rules. It was a terrific sight to see 49 mats going at once. Of the 98 teams, only two were from
the “Mainland,” namely North Otago and, of course, Blenheim. Incidentally, in the main, most
teams were shown on the team boards as towns and not as associations. Strangely enough it
was North Otago who defeated us in the qualifying round — we had to achieve seven points
but managed only six from five games. A consolation tournament was arranged for non-
qualifiers and our team was eliminated in our second game. Beaten yes! But not disgraced!
The finals were played on the Sunday afternoon. In the championship Wairarapa defeated
Hamilton 16-15 and in the consolation Palmerston North beat Hastings 11-10. With both these
games tension was on all the way and it was interesting to note that in each game it was the
final bowl that decided the win.

From inquiries made around the teams — though of course it was not possible to ask all — it
would appear that no elimination tournaments are held to decide entrants. Any financial RSA
members can make up a team and enter through their RSA secretary. Our RSA office in
Blenheim have a form now for entry to the 1981 tournament.

Mariborough RSA have elected to assist a team to go each year and have also decided that the
winning rink of the annual diggers tournament will be the local officiall entry sponsored by our
iocal association and this is indeed a truly wonderfu! gesture and one which could well be
passed on to other RSAs. Next year's tournament is at Hastings and the 1982 event will be at
Tauranga.

It was noticeable that there were players over a wide range of years — some six or eight World
War One chaps — the eldest 85 years — our own much revered Bert Mogridge could well have
been in second or third place age-wise and still manages to get close to kitty quite often. There
were quite a number of chaps who had obviously been overseas since World War Two.
Some centres had more than one team entered — among them Stokes Valley, Hastings, .
Palmerston North, Upper Hutt, Levin, Wanganui and several others. -
Your local team, Merv Bentley (s}, lan McDonald (3), Norm Jellyman (2) and Bert Mogndge
(lead) all enjoyed the tournament immensely and wish to say thank you to everyone who
assisted their going. Finally, although we did not qualify on the mat — we certainly did “jug-
wise” when it was all over!
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THE ROYAL NEW ZEALAND ARMY SERVICE CORPS

A BRIEF HISTORY — COMPILED BY TONY INWOOD, TPT SGT

The Royal New Zealand Army Service Corps proudly traces its history back to the British
Royal Army Service Corps. In 1794 a corps of wagonners was formed in the United Kingdom
and was subsequently renamed the Royal Wagon Train. In 1855 it became the Military train,
Elements of the Military Train served in New Zealand with the Imperial Forces during the
Maori wars.

The Army Service Corps was formed in 1888 and in 1968 the British Army reorganised the
corps into the Royal Corps of Transport, with the responsibility of supplies going to the
Ordnance Corps. Catering remains a separate Corps in the British Army.
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CRESSWELL'’S :
SHOE STORE !

9 MAXWELL ROAD, BLENHEIM.
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The New Zealand Army Service Corps was formed in 1913 as part of the New Zealand military.
Forces. Units of the corps served in Samoa, Egypt, Gallipoli, Palestine and France during
WWH1. The corps did notinclude any Regular Forces untilJune 1, 1942, when a N.Z. permanent
A.S.C. of 12 other ranks was formed. From 1922 until the outbreak of WW2 the total strength of
the corps, including Territorials and Regulars, was approximately 200 inciuding all ranks.
However on the outbreak of WW2 the corps was expanded, reaching a maximum strength of
approximately 12,000 all ranks.

Units of the corps served in both the Pacific and the Middle East. A variety of corps units were

raised during WW2, as follows; (a) HQ CNZASC, (b) Reserve Mechanical Tpt, (c) Composite

Companies, (d) Supply Company, (e) Petrol Company, (f) Ammunition Company, (g) Tank

Transporter Company, (h) Field Bakery, (i) Motor Ambulance Company.

An additional Transport Company was formed in 1946 from units serving in ltaly and saw

further service in Japan with the Commonwealth Occupation Forces. In 1946 H.M. King

George VI granted the corps the titie “Royal,” in recognition of its service during the 1939-45

war and in the same year three regular companies of the corps were formed as part of the

Interim Army. These units were incorporated into the Regular Forces formed in 1948 and with

the passing of the Compuisory Military Training Act in 1949, Territorial units of the corps were

reformed as part of the N.Z. Division.

In 1950 emergency forces were raised for service in Korea and the corps was represented by a

Transport Company and a Transport Sub-Unit. RNZASC personnel have served on active

service in various locations since 1950. These inciude Malaya and Borneo 1957-63, South

Vietnam 1965-72. Since 1946 the Corps has seen many organisational changes. The most

recent reorganisation saw the forming of Home Command and Field Force Companies.

In 1974 a Transport Company was formed in Singapore. The 1979 Army reorganisation meant

another major change for the corps, including the change of role from RNZASC to RNZ Corps

of Transport. To reflect the changing role of the army and to conform to our allies, the supply
function has now passed to the RNZ Army Ordnance Corps.

| will now set down some further history and traditions of the corps.

Founder of the Corps: General Sir Redvers Buller, VC, GCB, GCMG.

Date of Corps inception: December 11, 1888.

Corps Motto: Nil Sine Labore (Nothing Without Labour).

Corps Badge: An eight-pointed star, the topmost point replaced by a Crown and within the
star a laurel wreath bearing a scroli inscribed with RNZCT within the Garter and Motto
including the Royal Cipher EIIR.

Regimental or Corps March: Wait for the Wagon.

Origin of Corps March: The 1st Army Service Corps (1869) are responsible for the creation of
the Regimental March of the Corps. On the first occasion the Corps marched past in a
ceremonial review at Aldershot in 1875 it was discovered that the now Official Regimental
March already existed. The Duke of Cambridge who was in the official party was hurriedly
consulted and ordered that the popular American song “Wait for the Wagon” should be
played. From this event the tune was officially adopted as the Regimental March. in 1946
the Regimental Bugle Call and the Trek Song were added.

The Corps Colours: Gold, dark blue and white, originated as foliows:

Gold: From the colour of the lace worn with the blue uniform of the Crops and its predecessors

Dark Blue: From the blue uniform worn originally by the military train and now worn as adress
uniform.

White: The colour of facing or piping on the original uniform of the Military Train.
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FLORIST — MAYFLOWER STUDIO

HAVE YOUR FLOWERS FOR
WEDDINGS FUNERALS
HOSPITALS HOMES
AND ALL OCCASIONS
DONE PROFESSIONALLY BY US

TELEPHONE 83-575. 5 MARKET ST BLENHEIM
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PHONE 89-474 %ahih ﬁntt PHONE 88-398

PROPERTY CNSULTANTS

sers of © 0 Real Estate Insutute of N 7 doe

CENTRE POINT

rban and Rural Housing,
arms. Commercial and
Industrial Properties.

We Specialise in
Sounds Properties

BUY AND SELL THROUGH
THE LITTLE OFFICE WITH
THE BIG PROPERTY
TURNOVER.,

By Service We Are Successful.
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'hat is the position if a player pockets more than one red by the same stroke?
ne point is scored for each red pocketed.

layer on a red strikes it, then cannons on to the biack, or any other colour, which falls into
pocket. What is the penalty?

1 this case the penalty isaminimum of 4 points unless the colour potted is of higher value,
hen it is the value of the colour potted.

fter potting a red ball is the player allowed to roll the cue-ball behind a coloured ball,
aving a deliberate snooker?
es, this move is a fair shot.

fter potting a red a player inadvertently pockets another red instead of a colour. What is
ie penalty?
is 7 away. The highest valued ball on the table.

aving potted a coloured ball the striker inadvertently pots another colour. How many
oints are forfeited.
our points or the value of the second colour potted, if higher.

triker misses the pack of red balls which is a foul stroke giving 4 away. His opponent is
ot actually snookered, but he cannot strike any particular red on either extreme edge.
an he claim a free ball?

ou cannot claim a free ball if you are only prevented fram striking both sides of a “ball on”
y the intervention of another “ball on” or a cushion.
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ACROSS

1.
6.

11.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
23.
25.
26.
27.
.30.
32.
33.

34.

37.
38.

39.
40,

41.
42,
43.

44.
45.
48.
49,

50.
52.

Egg-shaped
Move
smoothly
Editors
tabbr.)
Female fox
Mental
disciples
Parasitie egg
Put in office
House units
Fish eggs
Color

Burst

Wear away
Break
Moose's horn
Whiff

Beats

Moon valley
Femur and
ulna
Handle
roughly
Wings

“The Merry

Contend

i Little
Indians”
Holy book
Silk
Stringed
instruments
Flower
Attach
Bona ——
List of
candidates
Epic work
Western
Indian

{Answer on Page 36)

crossword puzzle 2

55. — Salvador 9. Unclear 38. Lumber
56. Small drum 10. Early 39. Feminine
58. Donizetti Christians name
heroine 11. Join up 41. Resulting
60. Finish 12. Electronic from motio
61. Style device 42. Violinist
62. Escape 13. Take the 43. Old-timer
63. Oolong wheel 44. By way of
64. Assigns roles 22, Stadium cry 45, Valuable it
65. Fortification 24. Routes (abbr.) 46. Aircraft
25. Store event 47. Zoo attract;
DOWN 26. Once again 48. Companies
1. Done 27. Misbehaver 50. Sacred bird
2. Despicable 28. Stir up 51. Rob
3. Felled 29. Ardor 52. Wind-drive:
4. Gumshoe 30. Musical cloud
5. Agreement endings 53. Rhadames’
6. Sweet liquid 31. Soon beloved
7. Noose 33. Spin a log 54. French city
8.« ) 34. Combine 57. Nabokov
Rhythm” (2 35. Church part novel
wds.) 36. Direction 59. Caucho tree
Tz B 45 1 h2 h
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Lord. thou knowest better than | know myself that I am growing older and will
scme day ke cld. Keep me from the fatal hab:t of thinking [ must say sometning
onevery subject and on every occasion. Release me from craving to strtaighten
out everybody's affairs Make me thoughtful but not moody, helpful but not
bossy. With my vast stere of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all, but Thou
knowest, Lord, that I want a few friends at the end.

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to
the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing, and love of
rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the vears go by. [ dare not ask fer
grace-enough to enjoy the tales of others’ pains but help me to endure them with
patience.

I dare not ask for improved memory but for a growing humility and a lessening
cocksureness when my memory seems to clash with the memories of cthers.
Teach me the glorious iessen that occasionally | may pe mistaken.

Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a Saint — some of them are so
hard to live with — but a sour old person is cne of the crowning works of the devil
Give me liberty to see good things in unexpected places and talents in
unexpected people. And give me. Lord. the grace to tell them so. AMEN.
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