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The Executive are in the process of revising the rules of the Marlborough RSA
in line with the latest Model Rules produced by the NZRSA. approved by the
Licensing Control Commission and Registrar of Incorporated Companies.
One of the major changes likely to be included in our future rules is the
adinission of "Service" members to Marlborough RSA and full details of this
class of membership can be found elsewhere in t~is edition of Crossfire. We
have completed a drive to increase membership by writing to all eligible
returned servicemen in arrears of subscription and ha.ve placed
advertisements in the local press inviting any returned persons not already
members to consider jeining now.
Why, you might ask. this drive for members? The answer is simple and
straightforward and has been mention~d many times in Cros$fire - Father
Time is taking his toll of members and inflation is pushing up the cost of
everything associated with the operation of our club. One answer is to
increase membership so that there are more subscriptions coming in, higher
bar turnover and more raffle tickets bought; our three main sources of income .
.,,,.

Our tidying-up work to try and enrol every returned serviceman has to date
built up paid subscription membership to 1383 as against 1320 who were
paying members at December, 1979 - an increase of 63 members, but we lose
about this number annually to Father Time.
NZRSA are still busy battling on our behalf with the Licesning Control
Commission for the admission of spouses to membership as of right and is
also looking at recommendations for the admission of sons and daughters.
However, this is likely to be a long battle and the outcome uncertain.
If we do decide to open up our membership to "Service" members after

obtaining approval from NZRSA to do so. we will also require the approval of
our members at a General Meeting convened for that purpose. Start thinking
about the situation now so that you can vote with a clear understanding of all
the implications.

MISSING
Hardback green book, "Swiftly
They Strike," No. 4 Commando. Please
return as soon as possible to Paddy
Nolan.

NEW MEMBER
V79093

G.D. POPE

......

PRESIDENT'S

REPORT

June was a very busy month, especially· with the Dominion conference on the 9th to
11th. It was interesting to listen to some excellent speakers who cover every field
related to RSA activities .
It is apparent that the question of opening up the membership is a vexed and
contentious one. I am only pleased that we are not in the position of having it forced on
us yet. A lot of thought is going to have to be put into the subject.
Another question which is demanding a lot of thought is the Agent Orange issue.
When facts emerge that of 53 Vietnam Veterans who replied to a questionnaire
circulated by Wellington RSA, over 50% (27) said that some form of disability to their
family or themeslves had occurred. It . will be some time before conclusions are
r eached, but the RSA are watching the situation carefully.
Paul Brodie, Eric Bishell and myself, as your official delegates, along with Jim
Maxwell of Picton , who was an observer, attended the seminar on chartered clubs. A
lot of knowledge was gained and will start to filter through , and should be of great
benefit to both Picton and ourselves .
During the conference our ladies were royally entertaineq and our thanks go to all
c oncerned. Special thanks have gone to Bill Herewini, president of the Porirua RSA,
w ho hosted our ladies on a coach trip and lunch at their newly-appointed premises.
Just as an asie, Paul Brodie had a dozen or so Crossfire magazines and we gave these
to a few people who we met at the conference. Great interest was shown and one or two
a re going to try to foster the idea when they get back to their respective associations.
On June 16 I had the pleasure of visiting the Vets on their afternoon outing. They
seemed to be having a most enjoyable time and the ladies section really do a splendid
j ob in looking after their needs. We are all grateful to them. While on that subject, ciur
thanks go to Geordie Carlisle who does a great job with transport for the vets.
Our social committee under the guidance of Mr Ian Glass ran a successful cabaret on
the 21st and all who attended know what a great night it was. When the next ones
c ome around I would suggest you get in early to book a ticket or you may be
disappointed and miss out.
M i Glass has also been given the go-ahead for a trial period of music in the lounge.
'Depending on how much support he receives it could be a continuing thing. How
about giving it a go and bring your wife/husband, partner and friends along? He will
no doubt give you some notice.
Some of you will have seen the advert that was inserted in the local paper concerning
eligible returned servicemen who have not taken advantage of joining the association
or, for various reasons have let their membership lapse. It was the brainchild of our
secretary/manager and the executive considered it would be an ideal way of bringing
in new members, or old members back into the fold.
Let's face it, an additlon to our numbers will perhaps make the dawning day of
increasing our membership further away.
RON HEMMING

EXCERPTS FROM JULY
EXECUTIVE MEETING

car equipment to enable him to drive.
Bulk supply of sherry purchased
in antic!pation of 41c per litre increase.
Laurie Brooks retires on August 23.
Housie attendance tapering off. Cabaret
realised a profit of $62. Ken Pitman
president of Kaikoura sub-brancl:~.
Blenheim Workingman's Club granted
permission to use our billiard tables on
August 8 and 9 for South Island
championships. Music to be provided on

Appeal for assistance with toy
library from Salvation Army received.
Widows' Xmas e:ifts purchased in
a dvance of projected cost increases.
S choolboy gardeners continuing useful
work. Radiogram to be purchased. Light
over TV to be purchased. Double
amputee to be assisted by purchase of
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a month s tnal on Friday and Saturda.\·
nights . Membership drive for those in
arrears so far netted 264 members 111 .
arrears . bringing paid membership to
date to 13_56 as against 1320 at the end ot
December. 1979. Invitations for eligible
members to join the RSA to be
advertised in the Marlborough Express.
Sub-committee appointed to liaise in
building extension project.

Successful re-union held by Havelock
branch. Spirits increased to 10d per nip.
Purchase of a trial barrel of Harleys
beer to be made. Building finance
committee interviewing members for
financial assistance. Twenty reliable
members to be selected to assist Police
intraffic control in the event of a
disaster. Mr Bell reported on Dominion
Council meeting. To invite GovernorGeneral to annual ball. Loophole in
danger of becoming _a one-man show
because of lack of assistance in finding
and preparing material. The Minutes
were printed on a machine obtainable
from H. Duckworth Ltd at a coast of £20.

and 25 years ago . . .
Present: J. A. Bell (chairman),
Messrs walsh, Scott, Bush, Naysmith,
Waters, Perkins, Wanden, Bullen,
Hadfield and P. J. Tizard ('secretary).
Branches, Messrs Kitching, Parker,
Pattie, Harris, Madsen, Neilson, Delany,
Smith and Jeilyman. Mr H. Mitchell to
deliver Anzac addresses at Picton and
Blenheim.
The General Account showed .a credit
balance of £70/17/1 and the relief
account a credit of £256/15/6. Miniature
rifles reported a successful vis_it to
Nelson. Some vandalism reported at
Picton Cemetery. Awatere RSA ball in
August. Rai Valley ball in July.

and 30 years ago .
Present: W. A . Hood (president) .
Messrs Harrison , Wanden, Munro.
Waters. Mears. Bell. Briden. Delany.
Hammond. Horton. Bradley and J. S.
Bain (secretary). Branches: Messrs
Lyons. Madsen (Picton). Robinson (Renwick). Kitching (Rai). Waters (Ward) .
Parker (East Coast). West and Boyce
(Seddon).
Meeting decided to accept semi raised plaques for servicemen 's graves .
Honours Board of Past Presidents
ready. river diversion would not affect
RSA yet . DEC minutes read by
secretary. Picton card evening and
fathers evening well attended. Card
evenings and NAAFJ nights in the
clubhouse popular. new billiard table
erected. entertainment party visited
Amersfoote. Special Executive meeting
to be called to examine finance available
for furnishings. Commercial cleaning
quotes to be obtained. Cash donations
being co llected for parcels to Crete .
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Crossfire is printed by Gards
Print Ltd, 14 Bomford Street,
Blenheim.
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reach the Editor by the 30th of the
month preceding publication.
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"How did you get that ugly scar
across the bridge of your nose?"
"From glasses."
"Why don't you get contact lenses?"
"They don't hold enough beer."
...
...
...
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Dear Sir/Madam,
We, are pleased to advise that ·

BLENHEIM'S

ONLY

•
•

•

i

•

*:
*
:

offer the following services:

:*
* RUBB4SH REMOVAL
* TREE PRUNING & SPRAYING
:
* LAWN CUTTING AND
* HEDGE CUTTING
:
:
*
EDGE TRIMMING
* TREE FELLING & TOPPING
:
:
* ROTARY HOEING
* SPOUTING _CLEARED
:
!
* INCINERATOR SUPPLY
* FIREWOOD SUPPLY
:
:
* HOUSE MAINTENANCE
* PROMPT ATTENTION
%
•:
•
* TOP SOIL SUPPLIERS
* ORGANIC FERTILISERS
:
•
*
*:
:*
TELEPHONE 81-888
*•
•*
*:************************************************************************
BL ENHEIM WOMEN'S
S ECTION NEWS

president, Mrs Valmai Foster addressed
the gath.ering and the local president Mr
Wye expressed his thanks to all who
attended.
WW1 Veterans: Our first Veterans'
afternoon was held in June and how
pleasant it was to see all the familiar
faces as well as new ones. President Mrs
Eva Kennington warmly welcomed the
guests, also Mrs Moseley and Mrs Elsie
Weaver. These two ladies entertained
during the afternoon. Mr L . Watson
spoke on behalf of the veterans and
thanked Mr R. Hemming, RSA president
who welcomed them to future
afternoons.
Mrs Kennington thanked everyone
and reminded all of the next WW1
Veterans Day on Monday, July 14.
JO ALLAN.

There was a good ar;tendance at our
June social afternoon and members
were most interested to be given ideas
on the growing and.propagation of the
many species of lili_ums. This was given
by Mrs Thomas, :.n ow .o_t ·Picton, but
formerly of Ashbu.rton, where I believe
her display of lilies were ajoyto all. She
explained how th~ average amateur
gardener can successfully cultivate
them and without much° expense grow
the more interesting hybrids.
The sales Table and raffles did
excellent business a·n d Mrs Eva
Kennington thanked our guest speaker
and also members for their parcels of
soap to be given to the Red Cross_.
Some of our members and friends
attended a dinner and social evening at
Water lea organised by S. C.F. They voted
this an enjoyable evening as well as
contributing to a worthwhile cause.
During the evening the national
4

~

!• i~
:
:

GARDENOLOGIST

I

•*•

••
•••
••

•*

p

•

s

OurCh11Tdl-WOJ: kiiw11gn sepr.e:tarw'oitr§faB\a.Te:r .t 1 <3\o rfl:On illa tM~~-1 e~n Cl<e:lat'lfl Jro i ttlei t1tcW ft
anothertl10m16ntlnntd:m.i$©'1retl Wi:th.\1lh'e then.tghtl ~att he t.tms .lµrei:i~twb t"vell~<grOO~l" oc.
balalnda shee.1ls "fft\J line oott'ltei ID»e&i':i.ve · nd £11dlfiliobse>al'llf.lt'lal1&eilt~iarreem:ngt:in:!IfCl <W
he W:a--s\ju.stjfiwbf" bd>.}'lgra'4?,ulate&fo · llitiis prei:iaa."'Wltrof.11.b:ylt:mt;lbmeemng'Sngs.
Tallfum.lt-bfgm:e'etlling$ ngclid &oil :\lmuwnthatt btll~ anemlxro'llw:ircM~to he t~llm trlio b$ern ~
annua maet:imgtf @,nfir!Jlirov'.ewoki~ohrfd his prei:ra~oo' .wa>sw><rre crofl m:tffrlg, thg :bhJ.mmiuinrn1
requin~'dl tedrtm.k!e , «IUO italtilllf?c1In?at:tentl:renidaJWeJre<J2 terrlemtrenbf:nm,nli.r airtomlcrt adf thlei tt
oven 4go e.'Dfgililg 1 l:rle mb'ems~ erhe S1hia.Te sh<oe;lmn~.S tgti-stli.tistatnd<W<d: Ei ttamt~nlwl ·11:a:n~ t t
clainie<ilntill.a ttsati sfi'Ei.cl l'mamb"".errn:bw(')n•°lt<tuitrt 1lll.ip1f11qi.nfu's<D1lln'6C<Difi mf d:bmp:ta:ip.tsiw'EslVM!a a'
heaitt:bG~r:>tlire pa;stpsi'N :fil(')nths ths
The Timrp hbfJedxp)igert> tratoalllgh1tqfomr membm i:s·t-haittpe.n attenttrendel.at't-trEt .Gbex :M _d
gi ve:3;nm~pof4a"11Itl ~©Jlllll'.a--gemJlt"M1t® ttt.e e!hecmedc~ttmlist~ Millh ,o tir deb tr$elw.e . ""'
needrnetli ue tam remril:m;unrager&.g:OOn:mrtroel:is ees.
The 13aeltiruo:H«l!.l ofiaJDy ~:lBG'r:.~im:Elia;n tllu'b::iSl ttie sbe:iiarlrcmnmnttiooli ttncl a.fi00183CbBiblgiS a g· ·
newrtEilne lmMhililtih~ fo our olulrin hattthE ellnretrlicrbS®ueru:mrooolitWresmiD-Pe.i-nte th:inG! e1
b 1od.> ~ slilsioo ctirulmni.tte".e twiltrn.JJ>tiwpu1\t'(D; iattd .a~lie "Clllliammamufrtktf sbe isrl1cri~ itm--B t tt
wilhlilalU~ IlihmES',awao\wllla;sve~MElcrtun:o ppo ~ ad ami" h'ealltrest.~gmlgnlatirlat;; oo s ,
Les.Lw~o~$ pa: e y..eni m mseilinsolO eccapa;b ~tpr.diyiirtinglingnnthrert · sneiqu~d i~ ii:}~(a b t.
goo cgooffilmhrem ber.
The 1Cilu b:liuhSe)Uoomni tme-e ted>eot~clc fe«i 19801-WOi §:t Jti:m JM11~d'.l.W Eld:>rd'on·cMa tMlalgfl~ le
Peteii~ ekshfi etd'"f'Jttin J<Uaml? r an<l ruim JT..ru.y'llb1, iNJln. o 'line <0Jffacnff:S::e"f5t.h"ldl alsisouiamiun.timd a.1
ther'eforet ap:vatrµme rut ii:SJ ta i.rtomabn · Eced" M d CMli~ Jtibrlctrmislltein;,kSydSJ.pjnh· rceecilec
Iv alfil¥t 1ID1'ld aiaev im v'Il aip iD a wh 0'5"e1cali>.P o pµme trtS'l ~e rev fil1rade1~ fine +
eKBm.Nl'iVB i Mi·s \tl
MargamE!:ta.flltafllea.s t~ ladie
seGt$ont ~ep.)" ll\1'rsiVI7<9s <.Br...ecRntidksi;c M,i;ke1iiroe ett>.rWs L<
Evaris ',alDes IlBulllen H.md ~CfohCiioM o~m<ig'111J. ~~nec4ledcby:t th:e fu6fM .'.'vL
The cllra rrliobs6lmlminmaan . Ml: Jilln:n ,JMax'well.vwa.s C.<D$1.g1'aitftlllate&~abp ~ tJ p i>e ~jde'filttl. P
Clive l a:ylRnylfor pruesein::tling la:l!4Veir:y: co omp1·td}.81U!Sli've5 i6pOT cal1l.d !J.nre m0tiont iwas V<
l

secomdedldky:iala:.clrurnatinm. 10'.1
·
Items Cil:fi.9'n:terestrlir'01In.rPiotb'n RSiA3execut fo:re tmeetingtorgJ\llllne

2care: ltwa~N•esoJ@e-<!l •
an'd aGit'lrisedltha!ttthei don altion.t©Jf\ $4@0 'w.Hil li>eiput: ! I
towamd the purchase .©To 10 round tables simnar 1Jo those1rtntthe l©.urlge ID.ail' n(J)WDG'he ·r,
presidenit l g.a;ve Hll comprehe11 sive rep or~ on• th:e r'emitsr of ~tllle cL©ll'lferenoe iamd :ma'.de •
mention thatteimlphasis had bee mmade to deleg a:tes on the S!atla'o,f Litjuor;Aeit, Section ,·
166 (29" Oh') . 1Whi0 'l.te ads~; vNo visitor sh.all\ be l S1!1pplie~ l wrth lilqtiort<©TI the club's11I
prerpiSeS U'Ill0S'8 tt'he ViSit01' 1 iS present, Ont tfae in;vitat'ioN' Oir a cibernbem and i s in ' the ' 1
compan.}l),©Jf a memb'en i he pme&idelllt ha:s asked al.l:lmemtxems to e.Tisurre::,t he,necessarys ,
formalities are ad•here re to ais i-egardsl ttie slligningi bff.the' isitorst boofun Jilm ·5 ve por c,
that •th ~w ome11Jl~ seetiontbe rtha;rikecd

5

s

lasted over one and a half hours. and he was thanked by the committee for such an
excellent coverage considering the short period he had to prepare since the
conference .
The Welfare Committee for 1980-81 will be Johnny Murrell and Stacey Golder, who
advised that Mr Wood is in Wair~u Hospital , Bob Campbell in Amersfoote and that C.
Standfield from Blenheim was visited while in Picton Hospital. World War One
veterans have been visited and Crossfire delivered to them.
It was resolved that to keep pace with inflation , hospital visits be reimbursed with a
set amount of petrol rather than money. It was resolved that the officers of the club be
a uthorised to act as committee to build the new storeroom.
Committees appointed for 1980-81 are: Secretary, Gordon Mattingley; property
committee, officers of the club; finance, G. Mattingley, F. McCall, Jim Taylor, B. Tapp
and S. Joiner; cemetery committee, Clive Taylor. P. Ashfield, Ritchie Smith and Wally
P arfitt . Nominations for executive of club committee as has already been reported.
Chit-chat from Picton: A special band which played in the club on June 7, as an extra
was inadvertently omitted from mention in the June issue of Crossfire, and I'm sorry
girls, because you were super, and we loved your participation. An unofficial buzz
I've heard is that Norm Henderson and Kai Jenson will be laying the blocks for the
storeroom. If that rumour is right, it will probably be in use by the time this issue
comes off the press.
Picton RSA members used the club to host the ex-N avalmen's Association on June 21.
What a shame there's no communication in such a small association such as
Marlborough, and that the parent body held a cabaret on the same night? Never mind,
.thanks to Des Yorke's band and their voluntary services, and a good crowd from
Blenheim, everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable evening and I'm happy to say that the
evening paid a $50 profit for the ex-Navalmen's Association. Thanks also to Ray
Bascand and Sandy Graham for their raffle.
Finally, the official "buzz" is that John Frisken is hanging up his pen as of this issue
as publicity officer (Crossfire writer) ~nd I would like to thank everyone who has
given me assistance over the last two and a bit years, especially Gordon Mattingley
and Joan Taylor.

PICTON WOMEN'S
SECTION NEWS

called for by president June Ireland was
warmly accorded.
On July 22 the Blenheim ladies
visited us for bowls and cards.
Winner of the monthly raffle was
Mrs Matthews.
Several members· are a way on
overseas visits at present, so we look
forward to their return and perhaps
some fresh ideas or news.
JOAN M. TAYLOR.

On June 10 there were 25 members
present at the first meeting of our new
year, including new member Joy
Fredericks, whom we were pleased to
join in congratulating on her recent
marriage to Ross. Joy has always been
an active helper at the various social
functions and ' will be a · welcome
addition to the section.
The walk along the Milford Track
undertaken by our member Phyll Wilkes
was superbly described and illustrated,
and once again we were left in awe of her
incredible stamina. "Hang in there,
Phyll," you are an example to all of us
stay-at-homes! The round of applause

*
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A• we remember, •·Ith deep gratitude tho• who •ulfered
pain aad ••ve their llvn for 11•; let 11• reeolve lo de all la
eur power · to pretterVe the freedom we llold &oday.
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There's nothing quite like wool - It's soft, comfortable and it
won 't get damp. Therefore it's the perfect fibre for sleeping on.
Now, for the first time, a full range of pure wool mattresses and
pillows that give a whole new meaning to sleeping comfort.
The range is called DREAMWOOL.
To bring you .closerto the natural benefits of wool, the mattress
covers are .not quilt~d - instead they have a distinctively
traditional look.
Wool used in Dreamwool bedding is high-quality fleece wool
selected for resilience and comfart.
It's also moth-proofed, dustless, odourless, flame-resistant and
has been carefully prepared to prevent lumping.
A Dreamwool mattress provides a warm, natural sleep in
winter and a cool, healthy sleep in summer.
See the Dreamwool range at

Fletcher's Furnishers,
19 Maxwell Road.

Telephone 88-774.
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Blimey! I dunno, I suppose they'll tell us
Vl.!hY all this fuss one day.
An' when we.get on the blinkin' ship ter
go ter war they dig aroun: in yer bleedin'
cabin
(if yer lucky enough ter get one)
· When a man joins this 'ere army,
first off they cai1s 'im a blinkin' private. lookin' fer cigarette butts an' suchlike
Well, I arsks yer, "Ow much blinkin' that anyone might er left there - even
privacy does 'e get?" Yer 'ain't been in on the last bleedin' trip. How're they ter
camp mor'n a coupla days when they know? Then they push all kind er bugs
starts on inspekshun parades, though . inter yer arm and they 'ave ter wait till
w'at they inspek a perfeckly honest-ter- the bleedin' ship's rollin' an' ctuckin'
God -ealthy lookin' man for I dunno, an aroun' an' a bloke's feelin' seasick
yer don't feel so blinkin' private when before they scratch the worst o' the lot in
they starts lookin' at your vital parts an' make yer feel worse.
Yer talk about 'avin privacy in the
neither.
ranks.
There just ain't none, so why
An' yer can't lock yerself up
anywhere an'· read a book or somethin' aggravate a man by callin' 'im a
neither, 'cause there just ·ain't no place private? I think I'll join the engineers
ter lock yerself in. They're all as open as where they call a man a Sapper. That
a book. Yer just 'ave ter put up with it. sounds a bit more like wot I am.
An' then when yer go ter bed yer"d think
yer'd have a bit of privacy, but no, the 1- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - blinkin' corprils an' sarjents an'
. ../
ossifers come troopin' in one arter
another arskin' all sorts er questions an'
tellin' yer whot yer got ter do termorrer.

THE PRIVATE'S
PRIVACY
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A Memorable Visit to the Republic of San Marino
After equally memorable visits to the Eternal City, Rome and Venice, which I have
written about previously, I found I still had a week of Army leave so I decided to visit
the hilltop capital of this unique Republic, situated some 28km inland from Cattolica,
on the Adriatic coast, and a like distance from the larger and better known coastal
town of Rimini.
The Republic of San Marino is more than 1600 years old. In the 4th Century after
Christ. Marino, a young stone cutter of Arbe (Dalmatia), in order to escape
persecution, found shelter on Mt Titano. Here he was joined by some poor slaves,
shepher ds and wood cutters who remained faithful to the teachings of their leader and
after his death they founded the small Republic which since those remote days has
never lost its independence .
The Republic is extremely democratic , being represented by 60 councillors who are
elected by the people. Two Regent Captains are elected every six months and they
preside over ·the great General Council which represents in a mavellous way the
spiritual teachings of the Patron Saint and Founder Marino.
The small Republic is 64 square km in area and had a population of about 16,000 in
1945. The people are chiefly agricultural and love their country for the freedom and
liberty which it symbolises. On Mt Titano, 2286ft above sea level, lies the capital town
of this small state. Looking towards Mt Titano from the Adriatic one would see a cliff
rising to a height of 914ft and from its top on a clear day one can see the Dalmatian
coast opposite. Perhaps Marino still had some lingering love left for his abandoned
homeland and chose this high spot so he could still see home but remain free. On the
Apennine side it gradually slopes down and all around as far as the horizon one can
see mountains, hills and valleys. Thousands of Italian and foreign tourists come
every year to Mount Titano to enjoy the beautiful panorama and to visit the capital of
this tiny and unique Republic, which still retains the characteristics of an Italian
community of the 12th Century.
In the Second World War the Republic, with her neutrality violated, had her baptism of
blood. Fortunately this lasted only a few weeks. Even so, many of her houses and
fields were damaged by explosions and the passage of troops. When the war moved
further north San marina quickly repaired her damage and J remember receiving a
warm and friendly welcome during my visit and I have heard that San Marino is still
free and flourishing .
-REG WATSON
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COAL

(Registered Coal Merchant)
FILL UP YOUR BINS NOW!
New stocks of cosy West Coast coal now
available. - We will deliver. or you can call
into our yard in Battys Road.
TELEPHONE 6161 OR 84-664.
For all your Wood, Coal and Coke Supplies.
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N.Z. MILITARY AIRCRAFT

DE HAVILLAND DH82A TIGER MOTH { 130 hp DH Gipsy M a1or I)

THE GREAT WAR (1914-1918)
With the outbreak of war inb Europe, the
New Zealand Government shelved all ideas
of forming an air corps , and in 1915 Lt Burn
went overseas with the first Australian
flying squadron to Mesopotamia (where he
was killed on July 30 by Arab tribesmen after
force-landing in the desert in a Caudron
GIII). The Bleriot was returned to England,
where it wa.s thought it would be of more use.
and it ended up with the Royal Flying Corps.
In this war. as in wars fought in the
previous century. the accent was still on
infantry, warships and heavy guns . Although aeroplanes were very useful they
served in only minor roles . and it was felt
New Zealand should not attempt to divert its
main war effort o f providing infantry be
dabbling with aeroplanes
But although this was the official policy,
it did not stop two private New Zealand
companies from negotiating direct with the
British Government and obtaining agreements to provide trained pEots for the RFC
and the Royal Naval Air Service. The first
such company, the Walsh Brothers' and
Dexter's New Zealand Flying School at
Kohimar.ama in Auckland, began training
its first four pilots in October 1915, using the
Wal s h Brothers' original 1915 flyi~g boat,
the first such aircraft to be built in the
Southern Hemisphere.
Later. a Caudron floatplane , a Curtiss
flying boat and several more school-built
flying boats were added, enabling the
number of pilots on each course to be

increased considerably. Two Boeing and
Westerveldt float planes were also ordered,
but they arrived just too late to participate in
wartime pilot training. The school finally
_dispatched 110 pilots to England.
The Sockburn-based Canterbury (N.Z.)
Aviation Company (which had been
established by Henry Wigram in 1917) commenced pilot training in June 1917 with a
single Caudron two-seater. A further three
dual control Caudrons and five single-seat
models were put into service by this school
before the end of the war. by which time 182
pilots had graduated. Three of these
Caudrons (two single-seaters and one dual
control model) were constructed by the
school's engineering staff.
POST-WAR (1919-1936)
Although in early 1919 the Government
invited an experienced RAF officer to
investigate and report on Nev Zealand' s
aerial defence requirements in the post-war
period, it was extremely reluctant to act on
his recommendations. Colonel A. V .
Bettington had even arranged for the supply
of four aeroplanes (two DH4s and two Bristol
F2B Fighters), which were gifted by the
British Government as the nucleus of an
aviation corps, but his plan for a sevensquadron air force based on one aircraft
depot and two aircraft parks was totalty'
rejected by the Government on the grounds
of cost.
Shortly thereafter, 100 surplus (but new)
military aircraft were offered to the New

10

Zealand Governmenet by Britain as an
"Imperial gift." The Government was
obviously horrified at the thought of having
to maintain such a large number of military
aircraft in this period of peace following the
war to end all wars, and it spent some time in
a state of indecision ov:er what to do about the
offer. By January 1920 when it decided to
accept 35 aircraft (20 A vro 504Ks, nine
DH9As and six flying boats) all of the latter
two types had been disposed of.
Subsequently, 20 Avro's and nine DH9s
(which were less powerful than the DH9As)
were shipped out to New Zealand. Apart
from two Avro's, all of the aircraft were
loaned out to three commercial aviation
companies, the N.Z. Flying School in
Auckland, the Canterbury Aviation
Company in Christchurch and the recentlyformed N .Z. Aero Transport Company in
Timaru. The retained 504Ks were delivered
to the Canterbury Aviation Company's base
at Sockburn where they joined the four other
military aircraft shipped from England the
previous year.
In 1919, a small group of Defence
Department personnel had been made
responsible for maintaining and carrying
out occasional miscellaneous flights in the
Government's aircraft at Sockburn, and they
seem to have been titled the N.Z. Air Service,
although the title N.Z. Aviation Corps was in
use by 1923.
In 1922, the Air Force Reserve was
created (as part of the territorial forces),
comprising ex-RFC and RNAS pilots now
domiciled in this country and who were keen
to take up flying on a part-time basis. These
officers were given their first refresher
training in February-March 1923 under the
auspices of the NZFS at Kohimarama on
A vro 504L floatplanes and under a combined
Canterbury Aviation Company/N.Z. Aero
Transport Company staff at Sockburn on
Avro 504Ks .
. Finally, on June 14, 1923, the
-Government took the plunge and formed the
New Zealand Permanent . Air Force (to be
part of the regular forces) and the New
Zealand Air Force, which was to be part of
the territorial forces (the old Air Force
Reserve). Both of th~se formations were
firmly under Army control.
Equipment on hand included the six
Government aircraft (two _each of DH4,
Bristol Fighter, Avro 504Ks) plus a number •
of ex-Canterbury Aviation Company 504Ks_,.
and DH9s, which were acquired along with
the buildings~ plant and aerodrome of that ·
company when it found it impossible to
continue operations. Additionally, one of the

JOINERY
STAIRS AND TURNED
BALUSTERS
LATHE WOOD TURNING
CATERED FOR

BLENHEIM
JOINERY CO.
New Renwick Road , Blenhe!m

Telephone 84-455 or 83-232
vt ember \ .Z. vtaster Builder>

1- ~dera u o n

4ttc .
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operation work became another oft-under t a ken duty, although with the arrival on the
New Zealand station in 1936-37 of the
cruisers HMS Leander and HMS Achilles
and the Walrus amphibians they carried, the
demand for this type of work fell of dramatically.
A slow re-equipment programme was
put in train to allow the retirement of the
original WW1-vintage gift aircraft. New aircraft ordered during the 1923-30 period
included three SE5A single-seat fighters in
1924 (but which never eventuated) , six reconditioned A vro 504Ks in 1925 to replace
the a g eing Imperial Gift aircraft, two Bristol
Fig hter a rmy co-op aircraft 'in 1925, plus
another three in 1926:, a single DH50A in 1926
for photographic survey, one, and then an
additioniil two, Grebe fighters in 1926, two
Fafrey IIIF naval co-operation aircraft, with
wheel and float undercarriages, in early
1928, four DH60G Moths for. initial training,
also in 1928, plus an additional floatequipped aircraft for Hobsonville, in 1929,

N .Z. Aero Transport Company's -DH9s
(w h i ch company went into liquidation on
March 27, 1923) was acquired. The airfield at
Sockburn was renamed Wigram aerodrome
in honour of the man who had campaigned
for military aviation for so long, and who
also, incidentally, donated £10,000 (one-third
of the cash required) towards the
Government's purchase of the CACs assets.
A fter a small engineering staff had been
assembled at Wigram, work began on
p r ep aring the fleet for the 1924 refresher
cours es. These courses were the busiest part
of the flyii;ig year for the Air Force and were
h eld during February-March every year
from 1924 until the lat ter part of the 1930s.
Thr oughout the rest of the year the
aircraft were used solely by the regular force
p ilots for army co-op exercises,
. photographic survey . work, search and
rescue sorti es and many other miscellaneous duties. When two Fairey IIIFs entered
service at the n·ew maritime base at
Hobsonville in Auckland in 1929, naval co-
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GLASS
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GLAZIER

13 GROVE ROAD,
BLENHEIM.
PHONE 88-267 ANYTIME
and four Tomtit and two DH60M trainers in
1930. In addition, a second-hand DH80A Puss
Moth was acquired from the 'focal agents in
mid-1931 for liaison and aerial photography
work.
All these aircraft, with the exception of
the SE5As, were delivered and put into
service in one of the NZP AFs four main roles
- training, army, co-op, naval co-op or
aerial survey. The Gloster Grebes, despite
their seemingly uncompromising designed

role of interceptors, were used as proficiency
trainers and on occasions as high speed
personal transportation for NZP AF officers.
The Grebes were never armed and no
interception unit was ever formed to employ
them. However, at many airshows held
throughout the coun_try activities were
enlivened by the antics of one or more of
these aircraft, flown by experienced pilots,
often in mock battle.

HAWKER TOMTIT ( 150 ho Armstrong Siddeley Mogoose
Ille)
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ADMISSION OF WIVES
TO RSAs
The remit which NZRSA are trying
to persuade the Licensing Control Commission to agree to on the above subject
reads as follows:
"That representation be made to the
Licensing Control Commission to
establish the principle that the
chartered club visitors' rule be waived
in respect of the spouse of a financial
member who attends an RSA chartered

club during licensing hours
accompanied by such a member and that
it be a matter for the respective
chartered clubs to institute their own
by-laws in this regard."

j
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FOR MEN'S SHOES

i
!•

When comfort counts
~U~OO~M

CRESSWELL'S
SHOE STORE
9 MAXWELL ROAD, BLENHEIM.
TELEPHONE

2
p

89-243

••
•

i•
••
!•
••
:

- .i

•• ···········-· ··················· •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
** ·····14

SERVICE

MEMBERS

Marlborough RSA is looking seriously at widening membership so that income can
be maintained in the face of rising operating costs. For the benefit of our readers we
quote NZRSA Rule 5 (d) which lays down the conditions of such form of membership:
"Any local Returned Services Association may. at its own discretion , admit to service membership any
"ex-servicemen" as hereinbefore defined subject to the following conditions:
1

·'Service member s shall not(1) Be issued with or wear the official badge of the Association as issued to returned servicemen
members but every service member shall be supplied by the local association of which he is a
member with a service member's badge issued pursuant to Rule 47 (2)' of these Rules.
(2) Be eligible to transfer to any other local Returned Servicemen's Association, except in the case
where both local associations include service members in their membership.
(3) Enter as of right the premises or facilities of any other local Returned Services Association.
(4) Be eligible for assistance from or participate in welfare funds administered by a local RSA or
NZRSA unless such funds have been expressly made available for service members as well as
for returned servicemen members."

Such local Returned Services Association shall amend its Rules to comply with the Model Rules
prepared in this behalf by the Dominion Executive Committee, which may, in the discretion of the DEC
include the following restrictions:
(1) That only Returned Servicemen members may become "officers" of a local RSA or Chairman of
an RSA Club Committee, and
(2) That local RSA Executive Committees shall be constituted with a clear majority of Returned
personnel."

2

A service member is an ex-serviceman and means:
(1) Any person who has served as a u'niformed member of the Armed Forces of New Zealand in time
of war; or
(2) Any person who has served as a uniformed member in time of peace with the Regular Armed
Forces of New Zealand or any oth er country which was a member of the British Commonwealth
of Nations at the time of that service; or
(3) Any person who has served as a uniformed member in time ol peace with other non-Regular
Armed Forces of New Zealand or any other country which was a member of the British Commonwealth of Nations at the time of that service; or
·

(4)

Any person who served in accordance with the preceding paragraphs of this Rule, notwithstanding that such a person may remain a member of Her Majesty's Forces; or
(5) Any person who has served as a uniform ed m en: b er ! t he A rmed Forces of any country of the
British Commonwealth or of any ally of New Zealand or Great Britain in time of war or p eace and
has been honourably discharged therefrom and who is a naturalised subject of any part of the
British Commonwealth of Nations and who is not eligible for returned servicemen membership
solely because· such person did not proceed overseas from place of enlistment.

HOW MEAN?: One of the meanest
blokes in the world is one who pinches
waitresses tips.
CONFUCIUS SAY: Woman who
cooks potatoes and peas in same pot a
dirty bitch.
CLEVER NURSE: Then there was a
neat nurse who made the patient without
disturbing the bed.
SAWDUST: A chip on the shoulder
is a sign of wood higher up!

GROW UP FELLOWS!
It may seem funny at the time to

smash in the TV room door and brea
the lock or take the flowers off tables,
flush them down the toilets, causing
blockage and then flog the badge
glasses for souvenirs. It may see
funny to turn the radiogram up full bore
to stir up the members in the other bar,
but hell - how old are you NOW?
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TOMORROW MAY BE
TOO LATE
Two English schoolboys took a
dislike to each other, and the hatred
grew more intense as the years passed.
One entered the Royal Navy and finally
became an Admiral. The other went into
the Church and finally was made a
Bishop.
Years later they met on a London
railway station platform. They had
changed, of course, and the Bishop had
grown very plump, but they recognised
each other.
The Bishop swept up to the admiral
who was resplendent in his uniform
with medals and gold braid glittering all
over him and said: " Sationmaster, from
which platform does the 10.05 train
leave for Oxford?"
The Admiral promptly retaliated:
"Platform 5, madam. But in yQ.Ur
condi~ion should you be travelling?"

· "Around the co:r;ner I have a friend
In this great city that has no end;
Yet days go by and weeks rush on,
And before I kn~w it a year has gone,
And I ·n ever see my old friend's face,
For life is a swift and terrible race,
He knows I like him just as well,
As in the days when I rang his bell
And he rang mine. We were younger
then,
And now we are busy tired men;
Tired with playing a foolish game,
Tired with trying to make a name.
"Tomorrow," I say, "I'll call on Jim
Just to show that I'm thinking of him."
And the distance between us grows and
grows,
Around the corner!-Yet miles away ...
" Here 's a telegram, sir,"
"Jim died today. "
And that's what we get and deserve in
the end,
Around the corner, a vanished friend.
16
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53 CHARLES STREET. BLE\ HEIM .
TELEP HO NE 8 1-680.

LET

us PUT A STOP TO

YOUR BRAKE PROBLEMS.
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_SOME HOWLERS FROM LETTERS
RECEIVED BY PENSIONS DEPT,
CHRISTCHURCH

1 I cannot get sick pay. I have three
children. Can you tell me why this is so?
2 This is my eighth child, what are
yo u g oing to do about it?
3 Mrs Brown has had no clothing.for
years and has been regularly visited by
the clergy.
4 I have been cohabiting with
several officers at H.Q., but so far
without result.
5 I am forwarding my marriage
certificate and· my two children, one of
whom is a mistake as you will see.

6 I am glad to say that my husband
who has been reported missing is now
deceased.
7 I am writing these few lines for
Mrs Jones who cannot write herself as
she expects to be confined next week and
can do with it.
8 Unless I get my husband's money I
shall be forced to live an immortal life.
9 I am writing to tell you that my
baby was born two years old. When do I
get the money?
10 I am sending my marriage
certificate. I had several. One died which
was baptised on a half sheet of paper by
Rev Mr Thomas.

A. R.
FOR

ALL

LUBRICATION

YOUR

*
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18 Please send my money on at once
as I badly need it. I have falled into
errors with the landlord.
17 I have no children yet , my
husband is a driver and works day and
night.
18 In accordance with yo ur
instructions I have given birth to twin s
in the enclosed envelope.
19 I want my money as quickly as
you can send it. I have been in bed with
the doctor for a week and he doesn 't
seem to be doing me any good. If things
don't improve I shall }lave to send for
another doctor.

11 Please find out for certain if my
husband is now dead , as the man I am
living with won 't eat or drink or do
anything until he knows for sure ,
12 I am amazed to find-that you have
branded my little boy an illiterate. It' s a
dirty lie because I married his father a
week before he was born.
13 My son has been put in charge of a
spi toon. Do I get more money?
14 In answer to your letter I have
given birth to a boy weighing 10lb. I
hope this is satisfactory.
15 You have changed my little boy
into a girl. Will this make any
difference?

CLINIC
r

SERVICE
l. NHEIM

CAR REPAIRS
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MAINTENANCE

THE

RETURNED SERVICES LEAGUE

THE ORDINARY LEAGUE M EMBER
*

Membership is open to all persons who, as Members of the Armed
Forces, served in a recognised theatre of war or a combat zone.
* League members have the full rights and privileges provided under
the national, State and Sub-Branch Rules including the determining
of the policies of the Organisation.
* Operating under the auspices of the State Branch is a Welfare
Bureau with services available to advise members on such matters
as Repatriation, Pensions, Housing, General Welfare and to assist
nex t-of-kin with funeral arrangements and associated p r oblems.
Hospital visitation is another valued service to members.
* The A nnual Subscription is $6.50. A Life Subscription scheme is
available.

THE SERVICE MEMB ER
* Introduced on i:1 National level in 1976 this category of membership
of the League is open to those members of the Armed Forces who are
currently serving -and those with past service that did not include
active service in a theatre of war or combat zone.
* Service Members have the same rights and privileges as the Ordinary League member, subject at present to some restrictions on the
holding of certain State and Sub-Branch offices.
* Sub-Branch facilities are open to Service Members, as are the _,.•
advisory services of the State Branch Welfare Bureau in respect of
Repatriation, Hospital Visitation and General Welfare.
* The annual subscription is $6.50. Service Members may participate
in the Life Subscription Scheme.
20

THE ASSOCIATE MEMBER
*

Applicable to the State of South Australia this form of membership
applies to a Sub-Branch only and is open to the wives, widows, sons
and daughters of Ordinary League Members and Service Members.
* A distinctive badge is made available by the Staie Branch at a
nominal fee and all applications must be lodged at Sub-Branch level.
This membership is not transferable.
* The social and general activities of the Sub-Branch are available to
members at the discretion ofthe Sub-Branch.
* The annual subscription shall be determined by the Sub-Branch,

BLENHEIM COMMERCIAL CLEANERS.
P.O. BOX 290

BLENHEIM

Manager: Mr. D. GARDINER

LET US
PUT A
'SPARKLE'
BACK INTO

YOUR OFFICE
PHONE 87·075
FOR A FREE _QUOTE

Weare
Cleaning Specialists
in:
CARPET CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING
WINDOW CLEANING
REGISTERED- MEMBER
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N.Z.

FEDERATION

Of

MASTER
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CLEANERS

All in the family
Mrs. Applebottom grew angry
with the French maid, and after a
series of stinging remarks regarding
the young girl's abilities as a cook
and housekeeper. she dismissed her.
But th.e girl's Gallic ancestry
wouldn't allow such abuse to go
unanswered: "Your husband considers me a better cook and housekeeper than you. madame . He has
told me so himself."
Mrs. Applebottom looked at the
girl scornfully and made no comment.
"And furthermore," said the
angry girl, " I am better than yo u in
the bed!"
"And I suppose my husband to ld
you that, too," snapped Mrs.
Apple bottom .
"No, madame," said the maid .
"The chauffeur told me rhar ! "

ltStime ·

fora Lion
Relax with the true satisfying flavour.
'tbu're onto a winner.
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Licensing Control Commission Report
The following comments relating to Chartered Club operations were contained in the
Licensing Control Commission 's 1979 Annual Report as presented to the House of
Representatives.

CHARTERED CLUBS
During the year we have had drawn to our attention the activities of a number of
Clubs which cause us some concern. The legi slation under which Chartered Clubs must
operate and our approach when considering applications for charters have not changed
in recent times. We consider Clubs to be voluntary associations of people who combine to
promote private social intercourse, convenience, and comfort and providing their own
liquor and not for gain. C'lub premises exist for the comfort, convenience, and use of
members. The sale of liquor is an added amenity desirable and perhaps even vital to the
true enjoym~nt of Club life, but not the sole or major purpose of the Club. Subscriptions
shou ld be sufficient to run the Club allowing for a reasonable contribution from liquor
sales. A Club is not a cabaret or tavern . We have been told that some Clubs appear to
operate as "open houses " and the general publ ic as well as Club members are able
to use these Clubs' facilities. During the course of the year the police, at our direction.
have taken a number of prosecutions in respect of alleged unauthorised sales by Clubs .
We have recently found ourselves in some difficulty when considering revised rules
for existing Clubs and the rules of those seeking new charters. As we interpret section
166 (2) (h) a charter authorises the supply of I iquor to members and ·visitors in the
company of members . It has been the practice to include in the rules of Chartered Clubs
a provision whereby a member of a Club affiliated to a representative organisation may
be permitted to enter and enjoy the faci liti es of other Clubs. This would appear to be
inconsistent with section 166 (2) (h). We have drawn this to the attention of the associations
representing the various Clubs.
During recent years we have been approached by a number of male only Clubs who
have sought our approval to a change in the ir rules to permit ladies to become members.
Approval is usually forthcoming . However, a number of these reque:;ts have been to
approve rules which provide only associate member status for -women which on some
occasions give them neither voting rights nor the opportunity to stand for office. In other
words , use of the facilities, but no voice in the administration or management of the Club.
Motives, often we think, more economic than altruistic. We have declined to approve such
proposals. It is our view that members of a Chartered Club should be of equa l standing
and that there should be no "second class" or inferior category of membership. Our
policy in this respect has been the subject of discussions with representative organisations .

GOLDEN OLDIE: Old Bil/"s 1\'ife 11·11.1 getting very
11moro11s tmrnrds Bill one night . afterfortY solid years of
11111rrioge . She fl/m ed 11111 ·11rds him 11nd said ' · /' m going
to nihhle rnur eur j us/ like I 11sed to .· · ' ' Mighty,'· said
Rill . .. ,,nfr hi' the rime ro11 ji11d w11ir teeth /'II he .Just.
11sleep . · ·
·
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INCOME TAX RE_GULATIONS

I

I

The information furnished hereunder has been obtained from the Department of Inland
Reve·nue, in order to ensure that all Chartered Clubs become fully aware of the Department's requirements, and remove any doubts which may exist regarding tax obligations.

I

Chartered Clubs are liable to income tax on funds derived from outside sources, unless
specifically exempt from tax in terms of the Act.. This means that any income received
from non-members such as rents, interest, trading transactions, and advertising revenue
becomes subject to Income Tax.

INCOME TAX
Section 61 (34) of the Income Tax Act 1976 states as fo11ows:
" Income derived by any society , association or organisation , whether incorporated or
not, which is not carried on for the purposes of profit or gain to any proprietor, membe r
or shareholder, and which is by the terms of its Memorandum , articles of association ,
rules or other document constituting that society , association or organisation governing
its activit ies , prohibited from making· any distribution , whether by way of money, property
or otherwise howsoever, to any such proprietor, member or shareholder:
Pro vided that the amount of the exemption under this paragraph in any income year
shall not exceed $500 of the aggregate of that income. "
In order to qualify for the above-mentioned exemption. clubs must have an adequate
24
I

I~'

I

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
i
SPECIAL TY
i
•:
•
CARPETS
••
•:•
•
••
•:•
•
CARPET
:
•
•

LUNCHES IN THE

i

R.S.A.
We regret to advise that providing
lunches in the R.S.A. has proved
uneconomical for the second time. We
hope to make some arrangements for
the future.

:

CLEANING
SERVICE

:
:

FOR COMMERCIAL OR
DOMESTIC CARPETS.
All our·work guaranteed.

••
•
:•
••
%

%

••:
•%
••

PHONE TODAY AND HAVE
YOUR FREE MEASURE AND
QUOTE TODAY.

TEL. 84-659 or 84-<>40.

!
:

•••
•:

:
:

••
%
%

••:
•:

•
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

clause in their constitution or rules forb idding the distribution of funds or property to their
members.
Member clubs who may have adopted the Associations ' rule 28 on Dissolution, should
ensure that the undermentioned words are completely deleted from this clause.
" or as otherwise set out in the instrument of dissolution. "
The Inland Revenue Department have advised that rules including the above term , are
considered deficient, and require amending before general exemption wo1:1ld be allowed.

CHARTER RENEWALS
Charter Renewal Certificates stating that the Club continues to fulfil all the conditions
on which the Charter was granted or renewed are required to be submitted to the Licensing
Control Commission by 30th June annually. The fee of $150 should accompany this
Certificate. Postal address is as follows :
THE SECRETARY
Licensing Control Commission
Private Bag , Postal Centre, Wellington

25

BAIRNSFATHER

The Ideal and the Real.
What we should like to see at our billets and (inset) what we .do see.

The Late Comer.
"Where 'ave you been? 'Aviill' your
bloomin' fortune told? "
26
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FRIGIDAIRE
Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers
Dryers and Electric Ranges

W. G. G.

~n ~

ALFRED STREET, BLENHEIM.
TELEPHONE 84-299

*

~

~

.*
:*
:
;

**

~

:
:

•
*
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

" The Spirit of our
1'roops is Excellent."
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TOP-QUA LIT Y

**

:*

CHEESE

*
!
15 VARIETIES
*
-*
*•* Available from all leading
:* Grocers, Dairies & Supermarkets
**

•*

.
*
*
•*
:
:*
••
**
*:
*•

Factory Sales:
7.JOarh to 2.JOpm

KOROMIKO

HERB

*:

KOROMIKO
KOROMIKO

ONIO N
C OLBY

:

KOROMIKO'

MONTEREY

KOROMIKO

Pl

KOROMIKO
KOROMIKO

BACO N
CE L E RY

KOROMIKO

(iARLIC

*
*

*
*
*

:

*:
*
*
••

EAPPLE

KOROMIKO

MILD

KOROMIKO

SMOKED

KOROMIKO

CHIVE

THE TESTING STATION
(Or the Silent Service)
My warrant of fitness is well overdue
So I head for the station and get in the queue.
Being clever, of course, I pick the rig ht time ,
And find mys elf about 40th in line .
Ahead are caravans, trailers-the lot!
I can't turn back whether I like it or not.
So I sit there playing at " Goas and Whoas ."
I fiddle with switches and picks me nose ,
An hour or so later I'm at barrier one.
And up comes " Castrol," I'm about to be
done.
I say " Gidday" in the best Kiwi style ,
He doesn't speak, and he doesn't smile.
He grabs the handle and rips open the door,
Then thrusts a card into me trembling paw.
He points to a table with its chained up pen ,
I guess he wants me to fill in the g en.
So he toots me horn and slams me doors ,
He even gets in and stamps on the floors.
He tries me lig hts both up and down
Then comes forward with his built-in frown.
He whips me card like a striking viper,
Clips it, then stuffs it up in me windscreen

*
*!*
*
**
*

!*
*
**

:

*
****

!*
**

..*•

*
:
:*
**
***
:
**
!*
!
*
*
!*
*
*
!*
*
**

wip~r.

It's on to stop two with the rest of me sins ,
Where they check me bearings , balls and
pins.
I get out of me bomb and stand there meekly,
The three blokes ignore me but look at "it"
bleakly.
"Esso" one, he works on the jack,
While "Bee Pee" two gets down on his back.
But the third one (he' s an untagged creep),
Circles and prods at me poor old heap .
five minutes there 's a clipping meet,
And they toss me card back on to the seat.
Then in gets " Mobil," the drag racing fan ,
And he takes off as fast as he can.
He comes to a jolt on the brake-testing bar,
And watches the " Farta" pop up in the jar.
He knows damn well this causes me pain,
So what does he do? - He does it again.
At last I'm through and head for the slide ,
And hands me ticket to the bloke inside.
He doesn 't look up. It's what I expected,
He turns me card over and stamps it
" rejected. "
It states - before this temporary warrant
expires,
-·

**********************************

A DVERTI SER S M A KE THI S PU BLIC A TIO N POSSIBLE
SUPPORT THEM
28

PHONE 89-474

llabib ..flott

PHONE 88-398

PROPERTY CONSULTANTS
Urban and Rural Housing,
Farms, Commercial and
Industrial Properties .
We Specialise in
Sounds Properties
BUY AND SELL THROUGH
THE LITTLE OFFICE WITH
THE BIG PROPERTY
TURNOVER.

By Service We Are Successful.
It'll need new lights, muffler and four new
tyres.
I come away mad at these testing slobs,
But I have to admit they're just doing their
jobs.
So I bear them no malice, or any ill will,
But I do wish their mothers had been on the

•

Pill!

We're not getting .at you blokes from
OUR testing station, who we see in the clubmuch!!
With acknowledgement to: M. Reynolds,
"Pow Wow."

DRIVERS

•

•

One day Miss Tilly saw her big tom
cat corner a cockroach in the kitchen.
He was about tel kill the bug when it
addressed Miss Tilly. "Have your cat
spare my life and I'll grant you three
wishes."
"A million dollars?" asked the
spinster.
''.Granted!" said the roach, reproducing the money.
"I want to be young and beautiful!"
."You got it!" And she was.
"Now," said Tilly, "turn my tom cat
into a tall, handsome prince lying next
to me in bed!" It was done.
"I'm so happy!" she exclaimed.
"I'm glad," said the Prince beside her.
"But aren't you sorry now you had me
fixed?"
·

·w ANTED

There is still a shortage of drivers to
take old people to and from hospital. If
you can help at any time, contact
Charlie Amey.
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TOYS
TOYS

Robin Hood Cycle and

TOYS !
•
TOYS !
•••
••
•

Motorcycle Depot
72 High Street .
Telephone 83-073

Ride lhe bike
lhal suils you best.Yamaha
~~~=" ,,,.. .....-

!•

BE QUICK!
Most toys are at last year's prices .

••:
•
••

!·

At

t

TRUSCOTT'S

~,5.':.5:::~..

!•

WYNEN STREET.

o.. ,

" " ""

bo' •u<om>lo<

1som09•

-J!lllll/l.j~

~e

*

!
•:
*
TELEPHO E 88-110
!
*
•*
**
**
:**********************************·
*
ALSO ALL CYCLES AND REPAIRS

Adjusting to marriage sometimes
poses problems. We met a good friend of
ours recently, the morning after the
·wedding, brood~ng over a drink in the
bar. "What's the trouble," we asked. "I
should think you'd be the happiest man
in the world toda,y."
He shook his head sadly. "What
creatures of habit we are," he said. "This
morning when I arose, half asleep,
without thinking, I pulled a five dollar
bill from my wallet and left it on the
pillow."

We tried to console him and told him
his wife wouldn't think anything about
it ..
"You don't understand," he said,
" Half asleep, without thinking, she gave
me three dollars change."
*
*
*
"Your feet are cold," the husband
grumbled. "Keep them on your side of
the bed."
"You're terrible," she complained.
"You never said that before we were
·married."
*

McCabe's

*

Butchery

l:Jwan.J M~Cabc . l'r"<•pnch>J .
I de phone 5405

2K Scott Strcct, llknhc1m.

f'RH DELIVERY

QUALITY
Makers

Ltd

of Fine

PLRSONAI

,..,·mul/goods
'.'>l R\ I( I
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MEATS

*

DRINK AND ENJOY<m)-------.

"Drink because you are h'}ppy,
Never because you are miserable."
G. K. Chesterton.

DOMINION BREWERIES
WEST COAST BRANCH
are pleased to be. associated with

MARLBOROUGH
""-------~TODAY'S
~
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P. R. SIMMONS, LOCKSMITH
i
*:
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lO

?d
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1·
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·safe Maintenance

:
:
:

Door Closes
Service

*
!
:*
:

!*
!

GOVERNMENr LICENSED FOR ALL SECURlrY WORK
10 MAXWELL ROAD
P.O. BOX 579
Key Cutting

:

Coin Operated
Machine Servicing

Lock Repairs

!

Master Systems

:

!
*
!
!*

Intruder Alarms

Combination and
Code Changing

Security Lock
Systems

!

****************"********************************************************
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*
A woman ·a dvertised a 1978 Cadillac
for sale at $100. A man answered the
advert and the first thing he asked was: .
"What's wrong with the car?"
She said "Nothing. If you want it for
$100, give me the money and take it
away. If you don't want it, please don't
waste my time."
he asked for the keys and went to the
garage, backed the car out, parked ~n

front of the house, counted out $100 and
handed it to the owner, with the
comment: "Now you have your $100,
what's the catch?"
She said: "My husband just died and
in his will he instructed that the Cadillac
be sold and the proceeds be given to his
secretary.''
*
*
*
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W. BARRATT

i

MERCERS

*•

••*
:
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!

••
!
:
:

.•

P.O. BOX 78, PICTON.

TELEPHONE 221.

STOCKISTS OF ALL
MEN'S

BOYS'

TRAVEL BAGS

!
:

LTD

In by 10am

•

and
LADIES WEAR
also
and
MANCHESTER LINES

DRY CLEANING:
---------

Out by 2pm
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crossword puzzle 19
ACROSS

1.
6.
10.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
23 .
25.
26.
27.
29.

Social class
Gil-Plateau
Foreigner
"--of
Eden"
Ardor
Choral
composition
Arabian
principality
Ceremony
Footlike part
Large deer
God of the
underworld
Actor Duryea
Onassis'
nickname
Gable
Small box

33. Epoch
34. Very dry
35. God of love
37. Public .
storehouse
41. Ribbed fabric
42. Inscribed
44. Auto
45. Flavor
47. Prophet
48. - - go bragh
49. Devour
51. Splashes
53. Plainest
57 . Ocean
58. Scram
59. Theater sign
letters
60. Lair
61. Torrid
64. English
school

66. Stanley
Gardner
68. Run away to
wed
70. Elaborate
party
71. Adolescent
72. Becomes
weary
73 . Woody ·plant
74 . Gaelic
75. Extends
across
DOWN

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Group of tents
African lily
Perches
Golf peg
Goes in
Bird's bill
--Vegas

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
22.

Apart
Long step
Mal de Curtail
Devil
About
Unit of
capacity
24. Warning
device
26. Help
27 . Object
28. Gym pad
2·9, Light wagon
30. Region
31. Pinches
32. Goddess of
discord
36. Pace
38. Land
measure
39. Couple
40. Sea eagles
42. Has on
43. Rub out
46. Aromatic
beverage
48. Greek letter
50. Cylindrical
52. Doctrines
53.·Fissure
54. Subsequently
55. Overact
56. More painful
60. Valley (Brit.)
'61. Israeli dance
62. Unlatch
63. "- - of the
D'U rbervilles"
65. Born (Fr.)
67. " - .•./
Miserables"
69. Mouth part
(Answer on Page 36)
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(fj/J)ALGETY TRAVEL
OFFER YOU THE COMPLETE TRAVEL SERVICE.
WHETHER IT BE A FERRY TICKET ACROSS THE
STRAIT TO WELLINGTON, OR A HOLIDAY
AROUND THE WORLD, WE HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE TO HELP YOU.
CALL IN AND SEE:
Ian Nightingale

j•
•*
t•

:
:
%
:

:.
=:.

Geoff Alexander

or Raewyn Ashwell at

(ff/j)ALGETY TRAVEL
77 MARKET STREET, BLENHEIM.
P.O . BOX 142.
TELEPHONE 6299.
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APOLOGY
•••
•••..
R.S.A. BOWLING CLUB
!
GET YOUR
.i
The R.S.A. Bowling Club would like to
•
•
apologise most sincerely to
i
CROSSFIRE
%
•
•
RONA & ALBY EARNSHAW
i REGULARLY!· i
for an article which appeared fn the
••:
••:
April /May issue of Drawshot.
For just $ 2 ;you can have

.
:
•
:

•
•:*
:

CRETE °VETERANS ASSN

*

••
•:

Mr Schofield, of Hamilton, called in
recently and is interested in getting a
Crete Veterans' Association branch
formed here. There will be more news of
this in the next issue of Crossfire . .

:
•

Crossfire posted to any address in
New Zealand.
Have you an old RSAcobber
who has moved to another town?
It would be a nice gesture if
you paid the subscription and
enable him to have each issue
posted to him.
See the Secretary I Manager if
you would like to take advantage
of this postal service.
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•
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"I simply gotta divorce this woman," the
disconcolate man explained to the court.
"She insisted on keeping a pet goat in our
bedroom. The smell got so terrible I just
couldn't stand it any longer."
The judge shook his head. "That sounds
bad," he admitted , "But couldn't you open
a window?"
"What?", cried the husband . "And let
my pigeons get out?'·'

A reporter had ·been sent into the.'
country hills to run down a resident who
was supposed to be a super marksman. All
over the region, on trees, fences and walls
were target bull's-eyes with holes in the
dead centre, as evidence of his uncanny
skill. The reporter was surprised when the
dead-shot turned out to be the village_ halfwit.
"You certainly are a sharp-shooter," the
reporter said. "How do you do it?"
"Easy as pie," answered the dim-witted
rifleman . "I just shoot first then draw the
circle."

•

•

•

A TRUE
WEST COAST STORY
Where else could it happen but the West
Coast?
An Auckland couple who recently settled in
Greymouth were avid stock car enthusiasts
and were keen to get into the sport actively.
When a stock car came up for sale at $350
they quickly moved in to do a deal but the
sellers did not want to accept the new
arrivals car as a trade in.
After some haggling they opted for a
straight swap - the stock car for the wifes
·wedding ring.

The little man stormed into the bar of
the country hotel.
"Who painted my horse yellow?" he
demanded
"I did," answered a big fellow, leaning
on the bar. ''So what?" .
"I just wanted you to know that the
first coat is dry," replied the little one .

•
On the plane night was a lively child
who drove evervone crazv. He was
running up and down the aisle when the
stewardess started serving cQffee. and he
ran smack into her, knocking the cups of
coffee to the floor. As he stood watching
.her clean up the mess, she glanced up at
the boy and said. "Look. why don't you go
and play outside'?"
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 19
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Mayfield Butchery

:

KEN AND COLLEEN ·THOMPSON - TEL. 6508.

:

AND
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Grove Road Butchery
R. BARRON, Prop. - TEL. 87-624.
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BACON & HAM CURING

i•

•
i•
••
•••
•

*

.••••
*

i•

ALSO SMALL GOODS .
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BEEF
PORK
AND- MUTTON

•

i•
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ALL YOUR
MEAT
REQUIRMENTS
SEE U.S FIRST
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P.O. Box 662,
Blenheim.
Phone 87·016(bus.)
Phone 84-996 (res.)
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The Prudential Assurance Company Limtted
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