

























































































'SA PLANNED EARLY FOR ITS
CLUBROOMS

REPRINTED FROM A SERIES OF ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN THE
MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS IN SEPTEMBER, 1969.

While the infant RSA branch in Marlborough was conserning itself with the welfare of its
bers, it was also cementing the bonds of comradeship. In one of the first reports of an Anzac Day
tion in Blenheim, The Express of April 26, 1917, had this to sav:

The Anzac Day dinner tendered to all
ned soldiers was a pleasant and successful
t. It was held in the Loloma Tea Rooms, and
managed in good style by the Returned
iers’ Association.
About 30 soldiers, including a number who
part in the landing at Gallipoli were
:nt, and the Mayor and a few other guests
sted invitations. Mr R. McCallum, M.P.,
was absent from Blenheim, sent an apology
his best wishes.
Lieutenant Clark, secretary of the
Iborough Patriotic Association presided.
An excellent spread was set out by Mr F. O.
strom who, it was stated, refused to accept
payment from the RSA, he desiring to
ide the dinner as a mark of appreciation.

*******#**#*******#**###*#*#**:
:

Shoe Repairs x
Shoe Repairs *
*

* *

*

Leathercrafts x
Leathercrafts *
*

* *

*

*

For personal and quick service, also
all vour Leathercraft requirements,
call and see

BRON LUCAS
Shoe Repairs and
Leathercrafts,

ALFRED ST, BLENHEIM.
(Opp. RSA Car Park)

*

For your Gifts, we have a nice range
of Leather Handbags and Belts.
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The post-prandial proceedings were
marked with much enthusiasm. After the singing
of the National Anthem, the toast of “Departed
Comrades™ was honoured in silence.

Replying to the toast “The Marlborough
Patriotic Society,” proposed by Sergeant-Major
G. OSullivan, Mr Pollard expressed the high
regard in which the Patriotic Society held those
who had fought for the cause of liberty and
justice and assured the soldiers of the earnestness
with which it was endeavouring to serve their
interests.

He spoke of the establishment of the
Soldiers Club, in which he himself had taken
special interest, and said he hoped the people of
Marlborough would help make that institution
more and more of a success. He trusted that this

Robin Hood Cycle and
Motorcycle Depot

72 High Street,
Telephone 83-073.

Ride the bike
that suits you best...
Yamaha

L850 Chappy
Fully automatic, duai ratio gearbox.

V50 Stepthry
Three speed gearbox, automatc
clutch over 150mpgl
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dinner, which he was delighted and honoured to
attend, would become an annual event.

Mr Pollard added that he looked forward to
the time — not distant he hoped — when a
worthy monument would be erected on a
suitable spot, to perpetuate the gallant memory
of the Marlborough men who had fought and
bled for their country and their Empire. It would
be a great pleasure for him to work for the

project.

CLUB ROOMS

So the RSA was going from strength to
strength. But it still had no headquarters of its
own. While the war was still being fought, the
first steps to achieve this desriable objective were
taken. This was in the form of a Queen Carnival
which had as its objective the raising of funds to
furnish and equip Panama House, on the banks
of the Taylor River and on the site now occupied
by the new clubrooms, as a home for returned
soldiers.

The property has been presented to the
RSA for residential purposes, and it was
proposed also to use part of the building for
clubrooms and social gatherings.

The carnival took place late in 1918, and
was highly successful. It was recorded at the time
that the RSA had a membership of 120 but it was
hoped that with the improved facilities, the
membership would at least double.

The carnival raised £2328, with the
Flaxbourne and East Coast representative, Miss
Vera Rittson-Thomas, topping the poll with
£946. There were seven candidates for the crown.

OPENING DAY

It was reported in The Express on April 28,
1919, that the establishment of a returned
soldiers’ club had been very much in the public
mind during the past year. “The institution
having been brought into being, it was not
surprising that there was a large attendance
the opening function yesterday afternoon. It w.u
be remembered that the club was formerly a
boarding establishment, well known as Panama
House.

“Realising the need for a rendezvous for
returning men and hostel arrangements for their
convenience, the sympathy of a number of
citizens was enlisted by a committee of local
business men, and over £1200 was generously
subscribed and as a result the house and
property were handed over to the Returned
Soldiers’ Association as a gift.

“With their object so near attainment, the
local returned men set about raising funds for
the reconstruction and furnishing of the
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‘‘Excuse me, sir'’, tt
nervously entering the
his girlfriend’s father
evening paper, ‘'but the
of important that 1'd lik
wondering whether —
you'd be willing to, er .

“Why, of course,
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happiness is all that me
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obviously confused.

*You want to marry
father said, “‘and you |
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like that. It's my car, ¢
due last Thursday, and
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you ..." :
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associating with another
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Junk Man: “Any beer

Lady: “'Do | look as if

Junk Man: “Well, t
bottles, lady?"






DRINK AND ENJOY———-——

“Drink because you are happy,
Never because you are miserable.”

G. K. Chesterton.

DOMINION BREWERIES
WEST COAST BRANCH

are pleased to be associated w

MARLBOROUGH RSA

TODAY’S GREAT
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(Capital letters are used to denote the Battle Honours awarded to 2 RN
INELSON, MARLBOROUGH, WEST COAST

The following extract from Lt Col Rout’s souvenir history outlines the act
up until June, 1942.

1940 — The annual camp was held in march at Tapawera. Capt R. J. Eyr
acted as Adjutant for 12 years, departed — being replaced by Lt H. G. Williams, N
officers and men were departing for service abroad. The Regiment now had no op
represented by its members wearing its badge or being organised regimentally in the 2
a universal NZ badge. In June, officers and NCOs assembled at Addington for a spec
months. Immediately on the conclusion of this course, the Battalion was mobilisi
three months’ intensive training, culminating in Battalion and Brigade tactical exerc
was now allotted a definite role as part of the Field Force in the Southern Divisi
efficiency was reached.

1941 — The steady loss of officers and men for work abroad in the three Ser
April the Battalion proceeded to Burnham for Field Force exercises, which to
Canterbury under realistic conditions. In September a Cadre consisting of some 25¢
ranks, under the Commanding Officer, was mobilised at Burnham for the dual purg
numerous recruits coming forward and of becoming, in themselves, a highly trai
Battalion. However, in December on the outbreak of war with Japan, the wh
mobilised at Blenheim and rapidly brought up to full strength. Marlborough Colle
barracks for about a month until the new camp at the Showgrounds was ready. The
a high reputation with the Blenheim people for its exemplary behaviour at al
friendships were made. The kindness and courtesy of the people were very much

1942 — Training proceeded steadily and, having most of its fighting equi
battalion soon reached a high state of efficiency. In June it moved to the new ca
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| can make an
INVISIBLE
VINYL
REPAIR

® CAR SEATS ® DINII
® DOOR TRIMS We can repair —— ® DES!
® DASH ROLLS @ VINY

@ HEADLININGS
® VINYL ROOFS
® LOUNGE FURNITURE

G. FISHER, 96 New Renwick Road, Blenhein
N.Z: VINYL REPAIR SERVIC

Blenheim 87-524. Nelson 76-
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