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E ltOI‘lal We hope from now on to publish in the

second week of the month.

This is the first free issue of Crossfire and we There has been some response to our plea
thank Adcentre for making' it possible. for su{table material, alo_ng with 'the
The only charge in future will be for postage accusation that t.he magaziné Comprises
(at 17c per copy) for those on the mailing advertising, old history and stale jokes —
list. - surely the reason for our request.
A temporary box was plach in the club Wlth IY IR ISR RRRRYS SR IS RS 2SS 2SS LSS S L 2 2 T
Crossfire magazines and the advice that it Two young Atlanta engineers were
was free, but a donation would be welcome. reminiscing about their college days when
However, as fast as money was put in the one of them remarked, I sure wish | could
’ y Y have gone to Georgia Tech’'.
box, it was nicked, and we must thank Syd Said his friend, ''Oh, hell, you wouldn't
Robinson for making two new boxes with a have liked Tech too much. The only
lock-up section for the donations. g::,d:?‘:r::h?y have are foothall players
We apologise for not publishing a “it just so happens that my wife
September issue but the changeover of graduated from Georgia Tech™, the first
advertising, shortage of material,rl?achinery m°25';:p':::|'|y?.. answered the friend,
break-down and a gradual build-up of realising his faux pas. 'Tell me, what
delays in printing earlier issues was position did she play?"

ADVERTISERS MAKE THIS PUBLICATION POSSIBLE — SUPPORT THEM

*
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§ EDITORIAL §
* The Editor is Paul Brodie *
4 and the sub-editor Allan :
GET YOUR -i Gardiner. z
* *
CROSSFIRE i — ;

REGULARLY!

For just $2 you can have
Crossfire posted to any address in
New Zealand.

Have you an old RSA cobber
who has moved to another town?

It would be a nice gesture if
you paid the subscription an
enable him to have each issue
posted to him.

See the Secretary/ Manager if
you would like to take advantage
of this postal service.

Crossfire is printed by Gards
Print Ltd, 14 Bomford Street,
Blenheim.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Correspondence should
reach the Editor by the 30th of the
month preceding publication.

PLEASE NOTE
All opinions expressed in
Crossfire are those of the
individual contributors and do
not reflect MRSA official policy-
unless otherwise stated.
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President’s

At an extraordinary general meeting
held in the Pavilion Lounge last month, life
membership was bestowed on the following
members: Mr Len Biddiss, Mr F. Conway
(secretary Awatere sub-branch), Mr Win
Giffin, Mr Sid Robinson and Mr Ken Pitman
{Kaikoura sub-branch).

To all these members | offer my
congratulations.

Honorary membership was aiso
bestowed on Mr David Beaumont. Dave is a
most worthy recipient. He has been
sounding the Last Post at RSA funerals for
the last 23 years with never a hesitation
when requested. The RSA owes him a deep
debt of gratitude.

It is very disturbing to learn that glasses

are being stolen from the club. Any member
detected can expect a term of suspension.
Following a report from the finance
committee, the executive reluctantly agreed
that there woulkd have to be an increase in
bar prices. Jugs to 90 cents and spifits up by
10%.

| will list a few of the increases faced by
the Association. Rates up $200, electric
power up $100 per month, postage up 40%.
The general wage order will amount to
about an extra $2000 per year, also an
increase in heating oil. Plus the fact that
spirits bought and held in stock pre-budget
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are nearly exhausted, which means the
spirits bought from now on will carry
extra 20% sales tax imposed at the
budget. Beer has also increased in cos
approximately $140 per tank. The r
profits have aiso fallen heavily, me
because of increased cost of prizes.
clubhouse committee has maintained
prizes at the previous level at the expen:
profit.

As a result our baiance at the bank
fallen from a debit balance of $157.6
31/3/79 to a debit balance of $8285.2'
31/7/79.

From the above, members must re:
that increased costs cannot continue t
absorbed and must be passed on.

it is my personal opinion that
subscription is too low, bearing in mind
our of our $6 we pay next year, $3 goe
capitation, 15¢ goes to Chartered C
Association and 10c to the Air C.
League. The low subscription means
charter and special efforts are expecte
provide the finance to run our Associal

I visited Picton RSA recently. T
building is coming along nicely anis a
credit to Jim maxwell and his men. | ex;
we can look forward to the opening -
shortly.

KEN YEALALI

Our Last South Afrlcan
Veteran

Richard Allen (Personality of the Month
in April ' Crossfire), was the last of
Mariborough's South African War Veterans.
He passed away on August 24, 1979.

The following is -the RSA prayer
delivered at the funeral of South African War
Veterans and repeated here as afinaltribute
to him.

“Almighty and Eternal God, who in a
now distant day didst look down upon us,
when the African Veldt was our camping
ground, and the Kopje, the lurking place of
our enemies. We thank thee that in that day,
midst the fortunes and misfortunes of that
campaigning, Thou didst give us many
comrades loyal and true to the highest

traditions of our race.

We thank Thee, for the patience
fortitude with which our sick and disa
comrades have carried on. Assembled 1
to bid our last farewell to our comrac
arms RICHARD ALLAN, whose earthly
is now finished, with confidence we I
him in thy gracious care, believing tha
God of all earth will do right.

We commend his loved ones to
gracious favour, and seek wisdom of T
that we may be found ready when for u:
Last Post shall be sounded.

Hear us, and bless us we pray T hee
Josus Christ our Lord and Saviour. — Ar

PLEASE SUPPORT
YOUR ADVERTISERS



(CERPTS FROM AUGUST
EXECUTIVE MEETING

1 Underwater pump received for
tatiation in corner of bowling green. To
placed in a well with the hope that not
y will it prevent flooding of the green
‘ing heavy rain, but that it will also help to
luce basement flooding of the cellar and
e range (RSA gave a grant of $100
vards the total cost of $207).

2 A second flagpole base has been
npleted by the County Council at Fairhall
metery near the civilian section. When a
viceman is buried in that section the flag
| be flown from the new pole.

3 New RSA Club mode! rules received
1 being studied by the managementcom-
tee. It does not look as though
iociations will be affected.

4 Random number selector ordered for
bhouse raffles.

5 Inland Revenue advised taxation will

on investment income less approved
aritable donations, less the $1000
smption at personal not company rate.

6 Remit being forwarded to NZRSA for
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TONY
RUFFELL
AUTO
REPAIRS

6 Neison Street. 10% DISCOUNT ON ALL REPAIRS TO RSA
hone 84-765. A.H. 88-141. MEMBERS ONLY.
FOR PROMPT AND
FRIENDLY SERVICE SEE
US FIRSTI
PROPRIETOR:

Mobil

TONY RUFFELL
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the next Dominion conference on the
sponsorship of Mr M. J. Clark requesting
NZRSA approach Eilectric Power
Authorities for reduced power charges for
income tested pensioners.

7 The Borough Council advises that we
cannot extend the byilding southwards into
the existing car park and point out that
according to Commercial Zone bylaws we
should in fact have 16 car parks instead of
the present seven.

8 Outward Bound request for
sponsorship regretfully declined.

9 Abbotsford Slip Appeal — donation
box placed in bar lounge.

10 Possibility of losing present caterers.

11 Rising overheads concerning
management, finance, charter and
clubhouse committees and several
meetings of the above committees have
since taken place. General consensus is that
cost increases cannot be absorbed.

For all your mechanical
repairs, all oil changing and
greasing we specialise.

No job too big or too small.

Free pick-up and delivery
service. Contact us about our
CAR—LESS DAY SCHEME
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WE LEAD
Dear Sir/Madam,

offer the following services:

RUBBISH REMOVAL
LAWN CUTTING AND
EDGE TRIMMING
ROTARY HOEING
INCINERATOR SUPPLY
HOUSE MAINTENANCE

TOP SOIL SUPPLIERS

{***Qﬂ*********ll************l*i*l**l******{***
% F Ot F % % %

Report from RSA rep.
on Air Cadet League

Noel Healy reports that at the meeting
of the ACL it was decided to investigate the
feasibility of purchasing a glider for
Westport-Greymouth use. The glider under
consideration is currently being overhauled
at Masterton. Cost of the glider is estimated
at approximately $2500.

The Greymouth Squadron have made
an application to join the Marlborough/
Nelson/Westport League. They have until
now been attached to Christchurch who
have gone into recess. The application has
been favourably received and negotiated.

The annual shoot was held on a recent
Sunday morning and on behalf of the RSA |
presented the trophy donated by the RSA to
the Blenheim Squadron. The Blenheim
squadron is to host the shoot next year,
during August.

* SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS »
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Well Done Sewices

OTHERS FOLLOW

We are pleased to advise that

BLENHEIM'S ONLY GARDENOLOGIST

TREE PRUNING & SPRAYING
HEDGE CUTTING

TREE FELLING & TOPPING
SPOUTING CLEARED
FIREWOOD SUPPLY
PROMPT ATTENTION

ORGANIC FERTILISERS

* % % % % % %

TELEPHONE 81-888

o 2 2 ke ok ok o o o o o0 SR ok o ok ok ok o ok o ok ke ok ke ol ok ok ke ke ok ol ol o8 o ok ok ok o o o o o kol ok ok o ok o o ok ol e o ok ok oo ok ek ok Ok

MEN’S INDOOR BOWLS
END-OF-SEASON SOCIA

The Marlborough RSA Men’s In
Bolwing Club will hold their end of se:
Xmas Social and Presentation of Trop
on Saturday, October 27, in the S
Lounge.

Members and friends welcome,
members of combined indoor bowling ¢

Admission: Men and friends, $1
ladies a supper plate.

Music by NOEL NEILSON
electronic accordion. Dancing 8pm to .
night. .

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
Singles: Jack Ahern; runner-up,

Cameron.

Pairs: Norm Jellyman, Percy Haack (s)
Rinks: Charlie Amey, Ron Scott, Ricl

Beal, Jim Howe (s).

Club night aggregate: Syd Robinson 40«

Reg Watson 390pts.

Club championship aggregate: Ch

Amey; runner-up, Jim Howe.

Jack Ahern, Secre
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1S OF AN EARLY POKER SCHOOL!

1940s a poker school was
id RSA club. One of the first
that irascible character, the
og) Teuton, and another was
ate Norm Herd, with a glass
nous saying, “when banana
| I'll come slipping home to
s a cleaning steward at the
i a+much-loved character
rs.

iotable was the late Bill
10 at the beginning of WW2
nourer in the Air Force at
~vhere he retired about the
war. Unfortunately, Bill
ission for bending the elbow
lite a problem in the last few
l
otable character who is no
~as Eric Nicholl, a radar and
th Safe Air.

story of the Marlborough
pe complete without the
e of Johnny McFarlane, who
iember of the poker school,
closely followed by that
, colourful bike-riding
'es, you guessed it — Jim
mplete the school it was
should have at least one
rarm and brains — so | joined

ng it was decided that the
would take place in the
{orm Herd. Norm owned a
truck, and after getting a
)ns we embussed in Norm’s

1gton, who was “nicely thank
safety’s sake, travelling inthe

cab with Norm. On the tray and hanging on,
to the hood were Jim Slade, Eric Nicholl and
myself. Johnny McFarlane arrived later on
his bike and though hard to believe, he was
almost sober!

We had just about about reached Lee
Street when Norm remembered he had left
his groceries at the club and he started to
make a U-turn. Realising that one wheel
would mount the kerb, | hung on to the hood
and as the wheet hit the kerb | glanced to my
right to see Eric about to be pitched head-
first on to the road. | reached out and
grabbed him by the collar of his coat and
hauled him back on board.

For years after he sang my praises for
saving him from a nasty accident.

We eventually reached Norm’'s home
and | had to hold a torch for him while he
fiddled around with the fuse box until the
lights came on.

Bill had uncanny luck early in our game,
but he soon got a bit full and started falling
asleep. Finally, we lifted him up, chair and
all, and sat him in the corner to sleep while
we carried on with the game.

Finally, after we had drunk all the beer
we decided to head for home. We loaded Bill
aboard and headed for his Richmond St
home. Jim and | steered Bill to his backdoor
and we switched on the lights and helped
him up the steps. He got in the door but the
effort was too much and he crashed among
the furniture, making one hell of a row.

We quickly closed the door and.
decided we had better make ourselves
scarce.

And so ended on evening in the life of
our poker school.

C. M. J. WATSON.
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NESS MACHINES (Services)LTD

FOR REPAIRS TO ALL

£ EQUIPMENT

BATHROOM SCALES
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WEIGHING SCALES

After Hours 88-913.
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FORGET

LAST POST

4344 E. M. ANDERSON
NURSE M. M. BRYANT (WW1)

30066 P. F. HARNETT
227081 G. A. D. SOUTHON
1181811 F. BRIDGE

43148 W. C. H. PRIDDLE

2293 H. G. MORRISS
N.7947 L. J. W. BLUNT

61160 J. THOMSON

3827 R. ALLAN
8/3861 J. C. ALLEN

48767 G. H. CANN

15054 A. F. WATSON
11560 J. B. WILKINS

LORD LOUIS MOUNTBATTEN

THEY GAVE THEIR ALL
AS WE WHO ARE LEFT DID NOT
FORGET THEM NEVER OR BE

YOURSELVES FORGOT.

Lord Louis Mountbatten

No doubt every returned man and
woman was shocked at the murder of Lord
Mountbatten. It was very fitting that our
Dominion President, Doug Leuchars, was
among those selected to attend the funerali,
as so many New Zealanders had served
under the Admiral in two wars.
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WISEWAY I.G.A.

NELSON SQUARE, PICTON
WEEKLY SPECIAL

TELEPHONE 450 PICTON OPEN SEVEN DA’
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He is still president of the association’s
social committee which is playing a vital

part in maintaining association membership

and is currently active with arrangements
for the next Dominion RSA golf tournament
to be held in Blenheim this year, for which
arrangements and finance are well in hand.

Reg Watson'’s organising abilities have
been primarily devoted towards important
sectors of the asasociations activities and
me executive feels that he merits further
recognition in the form of the NZRSA Gold
Star Badge Award.

Reg was elected to the executive of the
Mariborough RSA in 1958 and has served
continuously for 14 years. He was vice-
president in 1959 and 1960 and president in
1961. He was appointed chairman of the
social committee in 1958 and has held this
position continuously to date, with. the
exception of the year he was president.

As chairman of this committee he was
the organiser of the two giant Xmas stocking
raffles in 1958 and 1959 that resulted in
$6000 for the new clubhouse building fund.

From 1958 until the formation of a
clubhouse committee he conducted all
cabarets, housie and social functions and
for two years was responsible for
conducting and running teenage dances.
He organised three Anzac concerts and
assisted in running weekly euchre evenings
in the social lounge for two years.

Reg has represented Mariborough RSA
as delegate at Dominion conference on
three occasions and regional conferences
four times.

He personally conceived a plan for
carpeting the bar lounge at no cost to the
association funds and as chairman of this
project was responsible for raising $2261 in
six months.
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He was appointed chairman o
committee to raise funds for the
Hospital nurses recreational hall |
fund, the target being $1000. |
months, the committee raised $1«
won the nurses’ shield. The RS
exceeded the total of all others ass

Reg is currently chairman
committee to raise funds to assist t
to overcome last year's debt.

Reg has given long and cor
service to the men’s indoor bowling
committee member, secretar
president, and must be conside
backbone of this flourishing club.

Reg also served as RSA delegats
years on the local CORSO commit!

Mr I. Drummond, District Pr
comments: Reg Watson | have knov
he became an active member of tt
His citation shows lengthy and co
service at all levels, both to the con
and to the RSA. If ever a pers
dedicated to the RSA and the we
servicemen and women anc
dependents, | would say Reg Watso
be very high on the list. | have no he
in recommending him for a Go
Badge.

The NZRSA awards committee
this recommendation and Reg was i
with his award on April 28,1973, in tF
lounge by Alan Johnstone, vice-pres
the NZRSA.

Reg continued to serve on the e»
for a further three years and finall
down at the end of 1976, just pric
retirement from work.

However, Reg is still working
RSA and is currently serving his 14t
president of the inddor bowling clu







POULAN
CHAINSAWS
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THE GREEN MACHINE
AND WE SERVICE THE REST
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STEWART HARDWARE

1-3 KINROSS STREET, BLENHEIM.

Agents For:
VICTA MOWERS
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25 YEARS AGO . . .

Extracts from the minutes of executive
meeting held September 8, 1954:

Present: R. T. Scott (chair), J. A. Bell, F.
C. Delaney, J. R. Naysmith, L. D. Waters, R.
C.S.Bush, F. A_.Harrison, F.R. Lightfoot, W.
J. Perkins, J. M. Walsh and P. G. Tizard
(secretary).

Beer prices: Mr Bell explained why the
increase in the price of beerin jugs had been
effected — matter referred to standing
committee.

Finance: General account receipts were
£756/6/11d and payments £960/17/5d.
Cheques for bar and tobacco purchases
were being held until the 20th of the month
by which time it was expected the bank
account woulid not be overdrawn. Relief
account receipts were £78/19/11d.

Cemetery: Two working bees have
planted roses and standards to support
them. Deputation to meet the M.C.C. works
committee to devise better methods of
keeping graves in good order.

Rellef: There were 39 visits to
Amersfoote and 121 to Wairau Hospital,
including 11 Home Servicemen. Poppy Day
receipts were £318/10/5d, an increase of £35
on 1953.

Loophole: Mr Scott undertook to
arrange for workers to assist on Friday
evening in preparing the fourth issue for
posting.

Battle of Britaln: Mr Naysmith reported
that the Brevet Club had received an
invitation from the RNZAF to attend the
memorial service.

Xmas Party: Mr Delaney introduced the
subject of entertaining those who had
helped the RSA at a Xmas Party. mr Bush
asked to submit definite plans.

and 30 years ago .

RSA executive meeting Septem
1949:

Present: W. A, Hood (VP), A. Brc
R. O. Wanden, R. K. Harvey, J. A. Bel
Delaney, L. D. Waters, F. W. Horton,
Stace, J. S. Bain (secretary).

Charge for Membership: Deferre
next meeting.

CMT: Letter from Dominion Pre:
Sir Howard Kippenberger, congratt
associations on results achieved wit!
referendum.

Dud Cheque: Reply received
Palmerston North re ex-servicem:
whom we cashed a cheque —
dishonoured. A registered letter hac
sent to the man giving him 21 days to
or the matter would be handed over

Police.
War Graves: War Graves D
expressed regret that the MRS/

decided on upright headstones inst
raised plaques for the new plot at (
Cemetery. Matter to be further disc
with M.O.W. Blenheim and the NZR¢

RNZAF Woodbourne: Letter tc
inviting station personnel to us
Clubhouse when in Bienheim.

Hospital: During the month 59 cc
were made.

Mens Indoor Bowls: Reported tr
was not going well. However the
section was thriving.

N.Z. Diggers Bowling Tourney
committee organised for conduct
tournament.

* SUPPORT THE ADVERTIS






Large stocks of Prints
Miniatures
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20 Scott St, c
Blenheim.

FOR EXPERT PICTURE FRAMING
* PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT FOR 15% DISCOUN i

* Photo Albums
Antique Frames
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FROM THE EX-MALAYAN
ASSN (WHANGAREI)

In the past few months we have come in
for some flak from RSA committee members
who accuse the Branch of not patronising
the RSA.

We all understand that young married
men with families can’t be there every night
and haven’t the money to do that anyway.

It is an unfortunate sign of the times that
the ones who spend the money over the bar
and on the pool tables, whether they are
RSA, HSA or the new associate members,
are the ones who set the standard of the
club.

It should be remembered though, that
while we belong to the Ex-Malayan Services
Assn. we are all members in our own right of
the RSA and therefore we should be looking
towards getting members from among the
younger returned servicemen to stand for
positions on the RSA executive committee
and the RSA club committee.

Unless we are prepared to take part in
the running of the RSA and the club we will
find we are members of a tavern.

It would be a very sad day to see

: BOYCE'S
: BOYCE'S
: BOYCE'S
: BOYCE'S
: BOYCE’S
: BOYCE'S

returned servicemen overloo
those who spend the aimig
whoe have not earned the ri¢
an exclusive club, and that i
is.

For you to join you have:
your life overseas with the &

(Makes you think, doesi

A nifty deal

A clerk known at the o
figuring out new ways
money went to his bank to
a ten dollar loan. offering a
eral a Government bc
$1000.

After approving the reqt
banker asked his customer
should want to put up $10C
curity for a $10 loan.

“Well, you see.” explai
accounts clerk, “to rent
deposit box for the bond wo
me four dollars a year. T
you'll keep it safely for me
pay you 70 cents interest
loan, which puts me abot
ahead.”
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ELECTRIC
CONCRETE
MIXERS
FOR HIRE
Free Delivery
la Kinross Street
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WANTED — A PERSON
SHOP-ASSISTANT?

The law does not permit advertisers to
offer positions of employment which
discriminate, on the grounds of sex, marital
status, race or religion.

The following is the text of an article
recently published in Wellington’s Evening
Post.

“BEADY-EYED FERRETS” PLEASE
TAKE NOTE

A kick in the pants, or pantyhose, has
just been delivered to the Human Rights
Commission. Umbrage has been taken at
one of the Commission’s letters expressing
concern at discriminatory job advertise-
ments in daily newspapers.

A firm's recent advertisement for a
receptionist-clerk implied that a man would
not be considered, the Commission
maintained in a letter to that firm,

The Commission wanted to know as
soon as possible why the firm advertised in
the described manner.

The reply to the Human Rights
Commissioner was as follows:

“Attention: Mr/Mrs/Ms P. J. Downey,

FOR MEN’S SHOES

When comfort counts .
You can count on . .
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Dear Person,

Your wretched letter of .
1979, is acknowledged witho
Your commission expresses
the number of discrim
advertisements which are
appear in daily newspapers.

Our firm, too, is con
concerned that our country”
over-populated, monolitt
bureaucrats has spawned
battalion of beady-eyed ferre
is to pore through
advertisements in remorsel¢
a sexist word. Or a marite
religious word. Or an ethical

And, in passing, what is
discrimination on the groui
belief? Ethical means pertair
Can one advertise for a mor
immoral person? Think abo
you (and your Act) meant e
probably have yet another A
that.

But we digress. You
peremptory and disagreeable
firm advertised for a reception
manner described above.

We advertised for a bright
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CRESSWELL'’S
SHOE STORE

9 MAXWELL ROAD, BLENHEIM.
TELEPHONE 89-243
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BLENHEIM TILE AND
HEATING CENTRE

39'SCOTT STREET. TEL. 89-125. OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS.

R . a1 b i o 3 o

' SAVES WOOD

STYLISH
SAVES WORK DESIGN
EXTRA CLEAN FAMILY SAFE
EASY
FINGERTIP
CONTROL INSTALLATION

STOCKISTS OF

JUNO
WARMRITE
BELMAC McKAY
KENT LOG FIRE
KENT VIKING
FIRE NYMPH
POT BELLY STOVES
VISORS
BLAZECOE
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PITTSBURGH $408

WE MAKE TILED OR BRICK SURROUNDS, WALL UNITS, HEARTHS,
WE SELL, INSTALL AND SERVICE TO YOUR SATISFACTION.
Free Quotes — Trade Discounts — Discount foi cash or terms arranged.
DISCOUNT FOR RSA MEMBERS.
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Yarrall’s Modern Drapery Li

The Store that Specialises in Household Linens

26 SCOTT STREET, 42 HIGH STREET.
BLENHEIM. PICTON.
Phone 84-898 PHONE 787.

INFLATION TRENDS IN OUR CLUB

The following figures are published to show how inflation has mounted on
expenditure in the last few years:

LICENCES & FEES YEAR APR-JUNE ANNUAL CLEANING MAT:ZRIALS APR-JUNE:

1976 118 468 249 !
1977 267 695 123 :
1978 835 882 481
1979 968 315
BAR REPLACE MAINTENANCE
1976 89 1432 940 5i
1977 99 923 1621 5¢
1978 155 2453 1475 8¢
1979 227 4779
POSTAGE/PHONE PRINT/STATIONERY
1(&¢
1976 204 703 444 1(
1977 230 897 422 ¢
1978 263 1045 587 ¢
1979 301 611
ELECTRIC POWER OIL HEATING
1976 299 1660 368 1t
1977 467 2496 581 1
1978 538 2727 680 1
1879 531 673
RATES/INSURANCE ‘ WAGES
1876 1247 3102 9456 42.
1977 88 3424 11426 48(
1978 1747 3623 12328 54
1979 2044 14637

.* A. R. WEBBY
*  kor aw vom  FOR FRIENDI
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Blenheim RSA
Women’s Section

Our section's programme for the
August social afternoon was a bright and
lively account of the new shopping venture
at No. 9 Market Street, called “Three Ways."”

This shop is operated by Elaine, Jenny
and Jan who explained their individual
involvement and invited everyone to view
their fashions and soft furnishings.

Elaine compered a fashion parade
arranged by Jenny and we all saw what the
well-dressed matron, her daughter and
grand-daughters could be wearing this
summer. Mrs Kennington conveyed
thanks to these girls and wished them a
suucessful future. The sales table and
raffles did brisk business. Mrs Watson and
Mrs Beach holding the winning tickets.

The women’s section life members and
committee recently met for an evening meal.
It was a very pleasant two hours and so nice
to see the ladies, who because of iliness and
personal reasons have been unable to
attend the social afternoons.

Guests at the Veterans’ afternoon
welcomed by vice-president Mrs K. 1
Cards and housie were played with
enthusiasm, especially from the
players who appeared to thoroughly
themselves.

Entertainment and vocal items
provided by Mr Watson and our men
Mrs C. T. Smith and Mrs Woodhouse
the tucky winners of the raffles.

The next veterans’ social afternoc

7

The September social afternoon |
great deal of interest for a large numi
members. We now have 190 fin;
members, which indicates how popt
membership to the women’s section.

Mr Bob Eathorne, gardening supe
for council parks covered a wide ran
gardening — from seed plantin
container growing and display. A
conclusion of his talk he answered
individual questions and I'm sure mer
gained new ideas from his suggestion:
president, Mrs Kennington, thanke
Eathorne for sparing us his time.

**#****************************t*ttt*‘t*******t*t*****t**ttt*t**‘*i

I ¢ b 36 4t 4t 3 3 3 3 I W T T W W I W I I W N

'y (junnmw

For all your Furnishing and Cabinet-making needs you
can’t go past the experts

McMURTRY’S

Phone 83-199 for free quotations and
the best of service.

REMEMBER: They will trade your old Furniture.
McMURTRY’S FURNISHINGS,

THE BIG STORE
in High thru to Wynen Streets.
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or axle. The New Zealanders soon be-
came experienced in crossing dunes, in
scattering to meet air attacks and in dis-
mounting for action. A supply party then
set out to make dumps of fuel and supplies.

Captain Clayton, with five New Zea-
landers and one of his former Arab em-
ployees, embarked on a recomnaissance ot
the Jalo-Kufra road. His two motor trucks
reached Siwa via Matruh and, with a sec-
tion of the Egyptian Frontier Administra-
tion to assist. in the carriage of petrol and
water, moved southward through the Sand
Sea along the route that Captain Clayton
.-had taken some years before on a survey
expedition. At a place called Two Hills
the Egyptian party left and returned to
Siwa. They could not go beyond the
frontier, as Egypt was not at war with
Italy. Captain Clayton, the five New Zea-
landers, and the Arab drove across the
desert as far as the Jalo-Kufra road, which
was the main enemy route between Ben-
ghazi and Kufra. They remained concealed
for three days to watch for traffic. Unable
to drive farther westward because the car
tracks would have been observed, and the
clement of surprise lost, Captain Clayton

) o
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sent out a patrol on foot for five mile
find out the width of the traffic lane.

of the chief difficulties of desert recon
sance is that tracks persist so long in
sand and are so easily visible from the
On one occasion a plane, following to
up prisoners or wounded, was able to
tinguish a patrol’s tracks at a distanc
fifteen miles. Old tracks, if not on

ground or moving dunes, remain for v
‘Those of Major Bagnold's ¢xploratio
1932 were clearly defined and tvre-nr
from the car patrols of 1916 were

_ identified.

Soon after Captain Clayton's prelimi
journey, three columns of {ully-]
trucks, piloted by Major Bagnold
Lieutenant Kennedy Shaw, madc up
first military force to cross the Great !
Sea. The largest dune-field in the w:
it seemed specially designed to prevent
outflanking movement from the east.
gether with the barbed wire and fort
tions which the Italians had built for
miles in the north, the Great Sand Sez
off the interior of Libya by a contin
barrier. The absence of water and

(Continued on Page 33 )
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70 MARKET STREET
FOR ALL YOUR
Chinaware

Crystal

Travel Goods
Kitchenware

Toys ) 2
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Refrigerators

X
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PICTON WOMEN'S
SECTION NEWS

Twenty-eight members attended the
September meeting which had originally
been scheduled for a visit to Pollard Park.
However, this was postponed until the
weather becomes more settled into our
glorious marlborough summertime.

Instead we had several competition
games, the winners being Dorothy
Dahlberg, Margaret McLaughian and Pearl
Myles.

The monthly raffle this time went to Mrs
Jeffcote Sen.

At the commencement of the meeting
we stood in silent respect in memory of our
former member Peg Barker, who had moved
with Stan to Rotorua.

Our president, Sybil Phillips, spoke of
the considerable practical help Peg had
given, not only to our own section, but aiso
the RSA at the time of the original charter
club alterations, when she volunteered to
make all the new curtains. We remember
Peg as a hard-working member for the
section.

Two new members were recorded: Mrs
M. Wright, of Wesley House, and Mrs Phyil
Ivamy (Cecil's wife).

From October the meetings will be held
in the evening to allow our many outdoor
bowlers to attend.

The 33 members who braved the teem-
ing rain to attend the August meeting were
well rewarded by a fascinating account of
two years spent in Peru, in the high plateau
area, by Mrs lan Blair of Blenheim, where
she had accompanied her husband on a
Department of Agriculture scheme. Her
cheerful ability to adapt to a totally new
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FOR
FRIGIDAIRE

Freezers
Dryers and Electric Ranges

W. G. G. Cuddon Limited

ALFRED STREET, BLENHEIM.
TELEPHONE 84-299
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Washers

lifestyle, language, food, and her second
child born while in Peru, was a lesson in
fortitude to all of those present.

Two members, Trudy Williamson and
Phyll Russell are in hospital and we wish
them a speedy recovery. Eileen (Binnie)
Taylor brought along two visitors to the
meeting, both very active in their respective
women'’s sections -— Mrs Taylor, from
Waiheke Island, and Mrs Reid from
Ashburton. Our president, Sybil Phillips,
welcomed them. The monthly raffle was
won by Mrs Shorty Wilkins, to the delight
of all.

A new member enrolled was Mrs Josie
Leighton.

In last month's report | omitted to
include Petal Summers name among those
who volunteered to assist with welfare
visiting. My apologies to our busy
committee member and sales table officer.

Our entertainment group are starting to
think about ideas for the Christmas party, so
with that happy thought we leave this
month’s contribution.

JOAN M. TAYLOR.

Young Mary, all naive and starry-eyed,
was taken aside by her best friend. “Mary,”
said the friend, “| know you are all excited
about becoming engaged and want
everybody to see yourengagementring, but
.. . well, really, that ring! Let's face it, your
fiancee didn't entirely let his head go when
he bought it, did he?”

“It must be a good one,” replied Mary,
“he told me he bought it from a well-known
millionaire.”

“Oh, really,” said the friend. “Who was
that?”

“He said it was a Mr Woolworth.”
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TREASURER’S
NEWSLETTER

At a recent meeting of the executive it was
decided to advise the membership generally, of
the financial state of the association.

The alarming escalation of all costs related
to the running of the association and club is
causing the executive and administration much
concern. It seems that the liquor trade is one
which comes in for special attention, and being
our main source of income hasa great bearing on
our prosperity. Even now a further increase in
charges is being negotiated by the trade.

Other areas where we have been severely hit
this year are: Rates, postages, lighting and
heating, telephones, wages and salaries and of
course the cost of prizes for our special efforts.

As you are aware, special efforts and housie
have been a traditional source of revenue which
has made many things possible. However,
although income from these sources remains at
about the same level, increased costs and
inflation has reduced the value of the end result.

We started the year with a cash surplus in
the accounts of about $12,000; however, this had
already been committed for alterations to the
clubrooms. Current cash flow (from all sources)
shows that expenditure is gobbling up income as
it is received, and it seems that this year we will
just about break even.

It is clear that a close watch must be kept on
expenditure in all forms. We have built up a
good image with the people over the years and I
am sure that we will not lose friends by

concentrating on our own future and havii
critical look at all approaches for finar
assistance in the immediate future. In
respect we must set an example with ourinte
affairs.
It is clear that something must be done |
to protect our future, tomorrow will be too |
Our financial reserves are not high, aj
now catching up with those who have suppo
our association, and there is a need to give
and comfort toa growing number of ex-ser
people. If our reserves are allowed to run d.
then it must be for this consideration alne.
Any required alteration/improvemen
the clubrooms must be financed out of incc
and where is this income to come fr
Increased subscriptions would help a little |
present sub is ridiculously low compared °
other associations with similar facilities),
this would hit those older members who do
avail themselves of clubhouse privileges.
administration can no longer absorb increa
costs — they have done well to hold bar
other charges to today’s level. Liquor price
members must rise as the charges to
association (all charges, liquor, power, etc.)
Perhaps the alternative to this is to
some thought to widening our membership
the resultant increase in revenue. In this rej
some interesting figures have been estimatec
the case of Marlborough RSA the figures
probably conservative). Membership 197¢
1400; 1985 — 930, 1990 — 630 (average age
To this end your executive and indeed
Dominion executive would like your thin]
and here is a simple questionnaire. Pl
complete and hand in to office as soor
possible. Continued on Page 29
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NEW MEMBERS

32269 J. RAISTRICK
183063 B. W. W. JARVIS
1921949 J. S. WILKS
724674 W. H. HUCKE
604283 A. W. JONES
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The new secretary was a stunning
Face, figure, personality — she had the
The office wolf was naturally interested.
days he studied the girl, planning
approach, estimating herreaction. Shev
on with her work as if unaware of
scrutiny. But when he did make his piay
exchange was as brief as it was defil
“You,” he said, “are one in a million.
know,” she said, “so are your chances.

Tk ok

When the late Mr and Mrs Henry F
celebrated their golden wedding, they w
asked to what-they attributed their 50 y¢
of married life. mr Ford replied: “I use
same formula as | do in makingcars . ..

28 stick to the same model.”



MARLBOROUGH R.S.A.
Where do we go from here?

stion One:
Do you believe that our association
abership should be widenéd.

YES NO
If your answer is “Yes” what sort of
sicription should we apply?

istion Two:

If it is decided that membership of the
yciation should be widened and the required
roval of the NZRSA is granted, what
ups of personnel do you consider should be

«...litted? Please tick alongside the group or
groups listed below:

1 WIVES
"HUSBANDS
WIDOWS
WIDOWERS
of returned personnel.

2 SONS & DAUGHTERS (and their
spouses) of returned personnel.

Going ape

Two English gentlemen of the old
school were discussing old ac-
quaintances one evening in their
London Club.

“What,” asked one, “ever became
of old Chumley?”

“Why didn’t you hear? Chumley
went to Africa on a game hunt, and
by Jove, the chap took up with an
ape!”

GEAn

ueer?”

“No! It was a female ape!”

ape? Is the old boy

A healthy looking physical-education
instructor was having a soft drink in a hotel
when a devastating brunette approached
and made a familiar proposition.

**No thank you,'* he said politely. ‘'This
might sound strange to you, but 'm keep-
ing myself pure until | meet the girl 1 love'’.

“That must be very difficult'’, the girl
sympathised.

I don't mind"’, he said, 'but it has my
wife pretty upset’’.

3 SERVICE OR EX-SERVICE
personnel.

4 Uniformed services, e.g., POLICE
FIRE SERVICE, AMBULANCE
DRIVERS, etc.

5 Reputable citizens who have given
service or who have the potential to give
“service” to the RSA.

Robin Hood Cycle and
Motorcycle Depot

72 High Street,
Telephone 83-073.

Ride the bike
that suits you best...

Yamaha

LBS0 Chapay
Fully automatic, dual ratio gearbox.

V50 Stepthru
Three speed gearbox, automauc
clutch over 150mpg!

6 Any others not listed you may consider
could be admitted, please list here:

Have you any suggestions (or comments)
ir the future of Marlborough RSA and/or
{ZRSA generally? If so, please send in a
atter with your suggestions.
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DRINK AND ENJOY

“Drink because you are happy,
Never because you are miserable.”
G. K. Chesterton.

DOMINION BREWERIES
WEST COAST BRANCH

are pleased to be associated with

MARLBOROUGH RSA

| _ TODAY’S GREAT BE]




torrid summer temperatures made the
Italian garrisons at Kufra and elsewhere
seem perfectly secure against attack.

The New Zealanders rapidly adapted
themselves to this fantastic region of dunes.
On the first day the trucks floundered hope-
lessly, axle deep in almost liquid sand.
Once or twice the drivers were confused by
the blinding yellow glare and crashed their
trucks over the brink of a mighty dune.
Some of them rolled over and over for a
hundred feet without coming to harm.
Next day a run of more than 100 miles was
made with hardly a mishap. Experience
soon taught the drivers to distinguish firm
sand from soft by faint differences in sur-
face shape and colour. But they had still
to know the hardship of a desert sandstorm
at its worst, the sting of fine pebbles
travelling at thirty or forty miles an hour
when the temperature was 130 degrees in
the shade.

In this way the motorised force entered
the level gravel plain of the inner desert
which extends without interruption for
hundreds of miles. The patrols then sep-
arated, cach one to carry out a previously
arranged plan of reconnaissance. Nothing
more was heard of them at General Head-
quarters, Middle East, and as a result of a
garbled wireless message they were given up
for lost. Then, after an absence of a month.
there appeared in Cairo three bands
of bearded, unwashed but cxultant young
men with a batch of Italian prisoners and
several bags of captured documents. One
patrol under Captain Mitford had ex-
amined all the northern roads leading to

Kufra and had penetrated 330 miles into
Libya. They captured four trucks, 2500
gallons of benzine, and medical supplies,
as well as the official mail -for Kufra and
Uweinat with details of enemy dispositions
in the inner desert. A letter from the com-
manding officer at Jalo described fully the
number of troops and armaments down to
" two pistols, one of which is broken.’
Captain Clayton led another patrol south-
west of Kufra along an ancient caravan
route past Sarra well. As they went, they
searched for suitable landing grounds for
aircraft and mapped the country. Continu-
ing southwards, they reached Tekro in
French Equatorial Africa. At first the 33

soldiers guarding this Free French outpost
mistook the approaching force for Italians
and prepared for defence. The mistake
was soon made good and Captain Clayton’s
patrol returned to meet another party.
under Captain Steele, at Uweinat. Uweinat
is a high island of rock in the Libyan plain.
It is riddled with natural caverns where
stores and vehicles could easily be concealed,
and has suitable landing grounds very closc
to its base. As there are no natural barriers
between it and the Nile valley, 400 miles
distant, nor between it and Kufra, Uweinat
is of real military importance. Here Cap-
tain Steele had found and destroyed a large
dump of petrol and bombs and burned an
unguarded enemy bomber.

A second expedition set off towards the
end of October. Again the patrols separ-
ated, one being detailed to lay mines south
of Kufra. When this was done, it picked
up the Italian lorries captured and hidden
the previous month, and drove them back
to Cairo. Captain Clayton’s patrol crossed
the Libyan sand sea and mined the road
between Jalo and Jedabya. They then {aid
mines in the road which crossed the basin
of the Aujila oasis. As they neared the
[talian fort there, a native soldier came
running over a ridge. Mistaking the party
for that of an Italian colonel, he saluted—
and was taken prisoner. Seven direct hits
into the mud walls of the fort were sufh-
cient to send the astonished garrison scut-
tling off to a nearby native village. The
patrol then removed the armaments, dis-
appearced into the desert, and headed for
Cairo.

These expeditions made it clear that the
Italians were planning no offensive towards
the south. All possible outlets from Uwei-
nat to the south-east and the Sudan had
been investigated and no evidence of enemy
ground patrols had been discovered. Arabs
south of Uweinat treated even the sugges-
tion of enemy reconnaissance with con-
tempt. , Once these facts were established,
the LRDG widened the scope of their
operations. They scattered anti-Fascist
pamphlets, written in Arabic, over desert
roadways, and one patrol, led by Captain
Mitford, made a daring attack on Ain Dua
near the mountain fastness of Uweinat.

The weather was becoming extremely
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cold, and early morning and lawe alternoon
travelling was avoided when Captain Mit-
ford’s patrol set out. towards the end of
November. They had reached a point on
the open plain south-west of Karkur Murr
when they were attacked from the  air.
Bombs were dropped forty vards to the left
of the leading truck and the patrol imme-
diately scattered over a wide area. Two
more aircraft joined in the attack. which
lasted for sixty-five minutes. The planes
first attacked at 1000 feet, but as fairly
heavv small arms fire was brought to hear
by all the trucks, they circled up to at least
5000 feet where they were out of range.
The salvos of bombs were casily avoided by
wide dispersal and by swerving the trucks
at right angles to the planes’ linc of flight.
Over 300 small-calibre bombs were drop-
ped. thirty-two of which were dirccted at
one vehicle. Not a ‘truck nor a man re-
ceived a scratch.

After the last plane had left. the patrol
continued west. It was assumed the enemy
would think they had sustained casualtics
and would return east. An excellent hiding
place was found in some rocks near Ain
Dua ; here the trucks were camouflaged and

the men remained concealed for a d:
while a party on foot made a reconnai
sance ot the approaches to this stronghols
An Italian plane flew over without searc
ing the area or noticing the raiding part

As the patrol approached Ain Dua
sunrise next day, therc appeared to be r
sign of life there. They stopped at 3(
vards and fired onc round from a Bofo
gun. a light, quick-firing weapon. Th
brought an immediate reply of rifle ar
intermittent machine-gun fire from behir
the rocks and stone walls. As the enen
position appeared to be too strong f
frontal attack over the open plain. a troc
consisting of three trucks and eighty me
commanded by Lieutenant J. H. Suthe
land, a New Zealand cavalry officer, w:
ordered to attack thce enemy’s left flar
while the remainder of the patrol ga
covering fire from the front. The garrisc
was estimated to be thirty men with thr
machine guns, very strongly entrenched |
prepared positions among rocks and enc
mous boulders. The troop worked its w:
forward among these rocks under fire ar
drove the garrison out of its normal po:
tion and up the neighbouring mountai
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| can make an
INVISIBLE
VINYL
REPAIR

® CAR SEATS
® DOOR TRIMS
@® DASH ROLLS

We can repair ——

® DINING CHAIRS
® DESK TOPS
® VINYL CLOTHING

@® HEADLININGS
® VINYL ROOFS
® LOUNGE FURNITURE

G. FISHER, 96 New Renwick Road, Blenheim.

N.Z. VINYL REPAIR SERVICE -

Blenheim 87-524.

Nelson 76-719.
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side into further prepared positions. In this
sharp action the enemy suffered three
casualties, including at least onc killed.

It was expected that the reconnaissance
aircraft would reappear, so the action was
called off and the patrol hid among rocks
a mile or two away. Two bombers flew
over without seeing them, and half-an-hour
later a reconnaissance plane circled twice
before it lew away to the north-cast. As it
was not certain whether the patrol had
been scen. it remained under cover for
several hours.

Although there seemed little likelihood
of successfully assailing such a strong posi-
tion, a second attack was launched. Lieu-
tenant Sutherland’s troop moved steathily
over the ground thev knew and the remain-
der of the patrol wormed round the right
flank while one truck gave covering fire.
The troop inflicted further casualtics on
the cnemy. Sutherland and one man
reached the edge of the ground-level forti:
fications and caused damage with grenades.
Two of the three machine guns were
silenced. A New Zealand cavalry trooper,
manoeuvring his own machine gun into a
favourable position, silenced one of them,

The second was probably put out of action
by a shell from a quick-firing gun. Owing
to the almost impassable rock formation,
the remainder of the patrol were unable 1o
get close enough to engage the cnemy.
Sutherland had been ordered to avoid
heavy casualties ; and the garrison was so
well placed and defended the position
so stoutly that its capture was impossiblce
without them. Six of the enemy had been
killed and many others wounded. The
patrol had suffered no loss; and as dark-
ness fell, it reassembled in full view of Ain
Dua. retired duc south for some distauce,
wheeled east, and camped in some {oot-
hills. The return journey to Cairo was
made via the Nile valley.

By December the marauding activitics of
the LRDG had achieved their desired effect.
Communications between Italian outposts
in the desert were disorganised, garrisons
were heavily reinforced, and daily air
patrols were instituted. More important
still, the enemy’s attention had been drawn
from the coastal area. Then began the
second phase of this remarkable subsidiary
campaign—a series of raids on the garrisons
of the Fezzan in south-western Libya.

sk e e o ok e ok o 3 e e ol otk o Ok ok e o ok ok e ok ok bk ol e ol ok ok e ok kol ok sk ok ot ok ke ok ok ok ok ool ok ok ok o ok sk ok ok bk ok ok ke s e ook ok ok ok ole e ok ok ok ok ok

CALL IN AND SEE:
lan Nightingale

P.O. BOX 142.
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{DALGETY TRAVEL

OFFER YOU THE COMPLETE TRAVEL SERVICE.
WHETHER IT BE A FERRY TICKET ACROSS THE
STRAIT TO WELLINGTON, OR A HOLIDAY
AROUND THE WORLD, WE HAVE THE KNOW-
LEDGE AND EXPERTISE TO HELP YOU.

or Raewyn Ashwel( at
@DALGETY TRAVEL

77 MARKET STREET, BLENHEIM.
TELEPHONE 6299.
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Geoff Alexander
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crossword puzzle

ACROSS 52. Money of 6. Skip 30. Eggs
1. Store account 7. Detail 31. Decay
5. Greek letter 54. Drill 8. Digestive 32. Female she
8. Prisoners of 55. Nobleman aid 37. Disconcert
war (abbr.) 56. Tree 9. Neglect 38. Blackbird
12. Solicitude 57. Scandinavian  10. Sagacious 39. Investigate
13. Very warm ~  name 11. Heavenly 42. Hawaiian
14. Discharge 58. Liberate body hawk
15. Winglike 59. Lixivium 19. Upon 43. Meat
16. Monkey 60. Wet 21. Son-in-law of  44. Jewish
17. Italian city Mohammed month
18. English DOWN 23. Masculine 45. Italian coir
admiral 1. Scrutinize name 46. Composed
20. Skillful 2. Healthy 25. —— Hope 48. Spartan ar:
workman 3. Verbal 26. Repent division
22. One time 4. Human being - 27. Skill 49. Emerald Is
24. Chemical 5. Court of 29.-— City (2 50. Adorn
symbol ) equity wds,) 53. Beam
25. Mythical king IR ENE 5 6 |7 8 |9 pop
of Britain T2 T3 o
28. Hamlet’s
home 15 16 17
33. Pronqun 18 19 20 |21
34. Inlet 23 o -
35. Promise
36. Act of 28 29 30 31 |3
treachery 35 35
39. Liver paste .
40, Article TP 39

41. Mix Y m

33
36
43. North m 4 7 48 (49 [5¢

European sea

47. Appeared o1 22 153 o4
~ 51. Redact 55 54 57
58 59 60
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