
































THIS MONTHS
PERSONALITY

B. S. (BOB) ROBERTSON

After leaving Timaru Boys’ High School in 1915, Bob spent two years musterin
McKenzie country before going into camp at Trentham in 1917, He sailed from New Zealar
Athenic and ianded in Glasgow, Scotland, and went into camp at Sling Camp.

Bob’s memories of England, mainly of parading under overcast skies in overcoats.

however, he-loved
in France was at the Somme.

While out of the line he was lucky enough to
be chosen for the N.Z. Platoon for the 14th of
July celebrations (Bastille Day) in Paris. There
were platoons from Canada, Awustralia, U.K.
and South Africa — in fact, every allied nation
had a platoon there. Then they were all guests of
France for a week, staying at the Grand Palais.
An abundance of free bubbly, wine, etc., was
provided. Just what the etc. was Bob is fairly
cagey about. The grog was replenished each
morning by lorries drawn by two horses.

Then, back to the front at Hebuterne. At
one stage K. S. Judson, VC, DCM, MM (all won
in the space of two weeks) was a corporal in the
same section as Bob.

Bob was wounded at Le Quesnoy and came
home on the hospital ship Marama in January,
1919. A good friend on the ship was the
notorious Starky, who used Bob’s bed as a
gambling pad. One day a chap borrowed £2 off
Bob and refused to repay it. Finally Bob issued
an ultimatum — “pay up, or I'll get Starky to
collect it.” He paid up smartly.

After discharge, Bob took up a block of
tussock country at Fairlie. This block was ring-
fenced on'- He spent nearly a lifetime fighting
snow and ...bits. a hard and happy life it was.

everything seemed so much lighter, brighter and green. Bob's fir

During WW2 Bob was, in his own
the local Captain Mainwaring. After the
war he put a manager on his farm and
position on the Land Sales Court, the
years as chairman. Eventually, war
caught up with him and he decided to 1
Blenheim to enjoy our sunshine and the ¢

Bob still travels widely within New i
and thinks our local RSA compar
favourably with others he visits.

Bob spends a fair bit of his spare tim
clubrooms, giving O. L. Watson les:
snooker and billiards.

On looking over the war years,
brave men stand out in his memory,
Gordon Coates (later Prime Minister o
George Dittmer, who was OC of the 28tt
Battalion in WW2, Bill Alderman (Au
staff on loan), Starky, Lindsay In
Brigadier in WW?2) and Dick Travis.

One of Bob’s saddest days was the ¢
buried Dick Travis. As Bob says they ¢
him by accident — a stray shell killed }

Bob is enjoying his retirement in B)
where he has made a wide circle of frie

In his own words: “Blenheim was
happy choice indeed.”
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First, the

bad news ...

Girl job applicant to boss: “No,
sir, 1 can’t type and I can’t take
shorthand. But I'm an absolute riot
at office parties!

Ex-Navalmen’s Associatio
(Marlborough Branch)

Election results, August 7, 1979:

President, Bert Anscombe; vice-p:
Doug Simpsn; secretary-treasurer, M
Adams and a committee of eight.
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