






























































began on November 11, 1919, Two years
later a new service was opened from Egypt.
Crossing Traq and navigatng by means of
tracks ploughed over the Syrian desert, the
R.AF. flew mail, weekly, from Cairo to Basra,
a distance of 1,135 miles.

EMPIRE ROUTES

As experience grew, more ambitious Jong

distance  flights  were attempred.  In 1925
Squadron  beades Commgham led three
Dtloa’s from Carco to Kano and back :

in 1626 four Fairey s flew together from
Cairo o the Cape. The aext year a flight was
mmade from Cranwell to the Persian Gulf, a
non-stop trip of 3,400 miles.  Then the first
long -distance formation cruise proved beyond
all doubt the reliability of the British aireraft
engine.

A flight equipped with Supermarine
Southampion ” flying boats, commanded by
Group Capt. Ho M. Cave-Brown-Cave, hopped
from Hagland o Hgypt, on to India, coasted
round Australia and continued 1o Hong-Kong,
Indo-China and Siam before wking up s
station at Singapore

Such

in all) a ip of some

23,000 miles achievernents laid  the

foundations for the Adr Minjstry’s policy of
reinforging RUAF. units overseas by means of

non-stop fights.

RECORD FLIGHTS

As range of aircraft was developed so also
flying speed. The
for

sporting event, had become a test of intor-

Schneider  Trophy

WRS

contest seaplanes,  originally  purely 2

national alr prowess with Governments enter-
ing specially-buile atreraft manned hy picked
Service crews.  After Jong consideration, the

Aie Counttd decided that 4 would not be
snappropriate for the Royal At Foren to
compete, and the High Specd dight was
accordingly formed.  Great Britain won the
contest in 1927 and 1929, and in 193y a third
the

win  secured

After
the High Speed flight made an artempt to
On Sep-
tember 29, 1931, Flight Lieutenant Statnforth,

consecutive Trophy per

manently. the last Schncider cont

o

capture the world’s speed record

20

in a Vickers Supermarine Rolls Royce seaplane,

travelled over the four runs at an average
speed of 4o8 m.p.h., breaking the world’s speed
record of 378,05 m.p.h., which he had set up
himself two weeks previously

The Supermarine 5.6.8 seaplanes which won
the last Schneider contest and then captured
the world’s speed record by so handsomie a
margin  were designed by the late R. |
Mitchell.  Their engines were the Rolls Royee
“Roe

5

specially developed over a long period
These aircraft and
ancestors  of the
Rolls-Royce

< Medin 7 engines which, something like wen

of research and westing.
the
“ Spitfires”’

engines  were direct

Supegmarine and
years latey, were to give the RAF. supremacy
in the sterner tests of war,

To set a seal upon the conguest of the air
the RIAE. pained two other records. Flying
a Pairey long-range monoplane 5,340 miles
nonstop from Cranwell 1o Walvis Bay in
57 hours 25 minutes, Sqlmdrm {.eader Gayford
and  Flight Licuienant Nicholetts won  the
triple crown of absolute speed, distance and
height.  In the wame year, 1933, Squadron
Feader the Marquess of Clydesdale and Colonel
1. V.5 Blacker, in a Houston-Westland P.V 3

Bristol

photographic survey over Hverest,

with CPegasusy TS engiaes, led a

It only
remaincd  for Squadion Leader Swatn 1o
achieve the highest caling for heavier-than-
arr machimes - he did so in 1936 io a Bristo]
138, Pegasus Speaad ”oengine, by ascending

to 49,967 feot

[ This article will be continued 1 next ssue)

Worth retrieving

The old man was on his hands
and knees, creeping aboutunder the
seats 1 the movie house und mum-
bling to himself

Suddenly there wis a screech and
4owoman's voice cried, “What do
you thing you're doing down
there?”

ST sorey” was the reply. "
looking for o caramel.”
















cost of °4609.

In 1913 the old town wharf was replaced by Waitohi
wharf, however, meat still had to be punted across a
quarter-mite of water. The access road around the foot ot
the hill was built in 1959, and the first ship to make use of
the new service was m.v. Port Lincoln, thus establishing
Picton as an overseas port, shipping having been
centralised to main centre ports since the Second World

War.

Pictor's first manager, James Allen Mitchell, was
manager at Smithfield untit putincharge of Spring Creek
in July, 1899. When Mitchell went to head office in 1504,
E. J. Kelly took over until 1911, Charles R. Suisted, the
first chief engineer, was relieved of his duties in 1902 o
make way for Andrew Macfariane who, having been sent
up from Islington in 1800, as supervising engineer during
the construction petiod, was then out of ajob. Mactariane

retired in 1921,

The senior staff of the FPiclon works have been:

MANAGERS:
WMHTOCHELL, James AL
KFELLY, Ernest J.
HEALEY, Cecilt M. &,
HODGSON, William A
HANRAFAN, Edward W.
TAYLOR, Tasman T,

MURCHISON, Robert 4. &

RYAN, Joseph M.
DAVIES, Ronald ©.
MURDOCH, A D (Sandy

CHIEF ENGINEERS:
SUISTED,

Chat

SUISTED. Charles R,
MACFARLANE, Andirew
EADIE, James
MASON, George
HODGSON, William £,
GORDON, Herbert L.
NEILSON, Cuthbert 3.
ALLAN, Douglas R.

CHIEF CLERKS:
NEWMAN,

W

NEWMAN, William H,
BARRON, Oliver &
DAVIES, Ronald ©.
LITTLE, David J.

1899-1603
190311
191131
1931-47
1042-50
1950-55
195564
1964-65
1965-76
1976-

1899-1602
1902-21
1921-26
1926-31
1831-36
1836-56
1956-74
1974~

1604-09
1916-53
1953-66
1965-

By John Frisken.

25

in uniform

Fhe guests a Perth hotel were
awahenad one saght o byoowild
wreanme i the cortdor ey dis-
seboanoan
whgee fleeng
Hofvom a pentie-

van o ho woas nade

ful

cvereda

R AR AT AN |

Jiv down i

Phe pent day ot tamned oat that
e wouldsbe Reomeo awasun
Forelide smagor and hoowas pronptly
cotrl b tadled By s command-
e ctfeer s ewver won himoan

voby vt of the
P peraaphoen dhe Nmy

1 \i\»iH\\i IR NS

Pl

Mo
T ol copnpabhory for an ofli-
ETERNVIRT N G at all times,
e s B s sibiv varhed tor
G et which e cngaped”
Shaking hay

vt tee o Brsbane woas sent
o Honotude and was onaprred by

Mo hta daneers he oncoun-

fered e He wrote B o as

Hue vor ool von ad.
ciple e koo how 1o shake

I white the son pimes 7

Under the sun

A enld stripped e front o her

Pochet foeelnto her Bty st

S d another coung fady
“how dnd von ger tie wondertul
AHoover b
Sp e, was tieorephv, 4oapont
e weohond at the beach and Jdid

coerstnne under the san'”

High stakes

A noim canme hoewie Lo frnd s
wile v the arms ol b bost friend.
The Best Trend. et at all cmbr-
risscd saids Thook we are prow
up. civilined human bemgs fets
sot et sy about ths And pest e
ow onrsehes how onadised, fets
phun @ round ol gy runman i:«»r
hor”

SOk warty e the hsband sad,
SRutjust o make mnteresting s hat
dovou sy we play foracenta poini

on the sude?”











































