





\A9473 .020.00019

[Edetorcal ]

We're pleased to say the magazine is catching on, and we are getting a
much better response from members and most encouragingly, active
participation in the form of letters to the Editor for publication. We
hope we will get satisfactory answers to any of these queries and
suggestions being raised by you. As an experiment we will send unsold
copies of the magazine to some of our country members who we don't see
very often, with a covering letter inviting them to pay for a year's
subscription and have the copies posted out to them.

The social committee is coming to life to satisfy the need for Saturday
evening entertainment and you will read more of their ideas in this edition.
Plans suggested also envisage the use of the Pavilion Lounge with a roll
down - roll up strip of carpet about six feet wide down each side of the
hall with suitable tables and chairs for our future Saturday night dance
patrons. The idea of the carpet strips will make for easy storage during
the rest of the weeks activities. Nice to see our Past President back

from his Cooks tour - a very warm welcome home from us all Jim and Maidie.

Apologies to Stan Kidd for reporting the Air Force Association was in recess
(temporary cessation from work). Apparently not and we hope to get an
article from Stan about their acitivies.

PAUL BRODIE

EDITOR.

W m ] To Advertisers
- : To advertisers - copy for advertise-
ments should reach the R.S.A. office

Blenheim no later than the 25th of
the month preceeding issue.

Closing Time Advertising rates may be obtained
on application.
This magazine will be published The Editor is Paul Brodie, the sub-
between the 8th and 10th of each editor is Allan Gardiner and the
month and available from the Bar. magazine is printed by Gards Print
Q]osing date for any contributions Limited.
Is by the 30th of the previous ATl Tetters to the Editor must be

in by the 30th of the previous
month.

THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION ARE ENTIRELY THOSE OF THE
AUTHORS AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT OFFICIAL POINTS OF VIEW.
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Presidents Page

Fairly quiet month last month. This is our third issue of
"Crossfire” and still room for improvement in sales. Remember profits
if any, go to hospital comforts.

If you have any grizzles, don't mutter to your mates or snipe from
the side lines, put pen to paper and air your views in "Crossfire",

I was pleased to see "Quo Vadis" express concern for our older
members. There is a lot to be done in this area and you the rank and
file members can help. If there is an old "dig" 1living in your area,
go around, have a yarn with him occasionally. Have a look around, there
may be some chore you can do, dig a patch of ground, chop some wood, even
change a 1ight bulb which can be a major operation when you are over 80.
Remember these members can't get around much and especially the ones
Tiving at home sadly miss masculine company. If you don't know anyone
contact our Welfare Committee.

I called in on the Veterans afternoon run by our Ladies Section,
they are doing a marvellous job. These old folk look forward to these
afternoons from month to month. This is another place where you can
help, pop in and spend half an hour talking to these people. Don't
leave it all to the ladies. The next Veterans afternoon is the 16th
October.

Renwick R.S.A. Ladies also call at Amersfoote and take inmates out
for sight seeing tours, followed by afternoon tea at one of their homes.
The inmates who are blind especially anjoy this outing.

Your executive have offered to lend N.Z.R.S.A. $6,000 if required.
This is to help buy office space as explained at the Annual meeting, it
will be financed in part by cash at present in P.0.S.B., the remainder
from a loan maturing in a few months time. The loan will be at 10%
interest.

Vern and Netta Anderson, Keith and Edna Jamieson, Nola and myself
attended the opening of the Omiao Pensioner Homes in Nelson. Unfortunately
it was a wet and miserable afternoon and the opening was held in the Stoke
Memorial Hall, with a visit to the complex afterwards and afternoon tea
in a nearby hall. :

There are 22 units occupied at present, with all units (41) expected
to be occupied by the end of October. A 50 bed Hostel is also be be
included in the complex. It is hoped that this will be ready by the end
of 1970. The money Marlborough R.S.A. donated $2,500 plus Government
subsidy was enough to build a single unit which has been named
"Mar1borough Cottage". It may interest members to know Arthur Barratt,
one of our R.S.A. members donated a cottage called "Edgely Cottage! In
all $210,000 was donated by the public. The Mayor of Nelson invited all
occupants of the village to a Tuncheon in the City Chambers on his
birthday, the 31st October.




I attended the closing of the Smallbore Rifle Club. The trophies
were presented by Mrs Collett and Mrs Wallace. What these young people
have done in the way of making the basement into club rooms and rifle
range is a great credit to them. 1 congratulate them on winning all
grades but one at the Inter-club shoots.

In closing 1 must ask members to be sure and sién your guégt in.

Ken Yealands

Hast Post oo pim

L.D. Waters (Picton)

J. Crapper (Havelock) They shall not grow old,

Henry Lang . As we that are left grow old.
G.W. Logan (Kaikoura) Age shall not weary them,
H.R. Mackey Nor the year's condemn.

R.M. (Davg) MCDOngld At the going down of the sun
D.H. Melville (Kaikoura) And in the morning

R.F. Parkinson

We will remember them.

, {DALGETY TRAVEL

Offer You The Complete Travel Service
Whether It Be A Ferry Ticket To
Wellington Or A Round The World
Holiday. We Have The Knowledge
And Expertise To Help You.

Call And See IAN NIGHTINGALE, RITA

WORKMAN Or RAEWYN ASHWELL At

ALGETY TRAVEL
77 MARKET STREET. BLENHEIM
P.0. BOX 142. TELEPHONE 6299
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BUSINESS MACHINES (Services)LTD
For all REPAIRS:
OFFICE EQUIPMENT :
WEIGHING SCALES

BATHROOM SCALES

Phone 5985 after heours 88913

This is Your CLUB
HAVE YOUR SAY

Somewhere in Vol I, No 1 of Crossfire, you asked, ;"avre we just a
tavern or are we a club in the full sense of the word. .

In Vol 1, No 2 you left the thought, “next time yom walk into the
club - was there an old dig you could have picked up from your neighbowr—
hood. "

Space would not permit me to give my thinking fnl}y on these topicss
however let's try in an abridged form.

I believe we are now at the high of our R.S.A. clgh existence —
and I emphasize Club not R.S.A. With the exception of;the relatively
few ex letter force and ex navy people, most members ave now of pension
age or close to it. From now on I believe, we will see = fasrly rapid
decline in participation in club activities. Already the flag seems
to be at half-mast most days.

So as a club, where do we go from here. Taking imn social members
could be a risk. I understand the Inland Revenue Department are lookimy
at ways and means to tax profits or organizations who presemntly
partially or completely enjoy freedom from tax. Maintaining profits by
increasing sales to non-members (R.S.A.) would be playing into the
tax-gatherers hands. Most tax privileges are provided to assist work
in the welfare and social workers fields. —

Tavern or Club. Now let's face it. Chaps don't visit the club to
wile away an idle hour or two. Take away the bar and. I beliewve you
could close the doors for good, and operate the R.S.A. from a remted
room. As for picking up an "old dig” - good idea ~ wouldn"t he feel at-
home at the club between say, the hours of 5 and 6 on the lattex days
of the week, especially if he were a non-drinker.
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HISTORY R SA INDOOR BOWLS

HISTORY OF MARLBOROUGH R.S.A. MENS INDOOR BOWLING CLUB FROM IT'S
OFFICIAL FORMATION IN 1954 TO THE CURRENT SEASON 1978

Foreword.

In this attemptto compile a condensed history of events persons and
activities of the above Club the Author would like to point out that
due to the loss of Minutes and Records for the first four years of

the Clubs existence he has had to rely on the memory of several early
members for information to try and bridge the gap. If readers of this
period find anything factually incorrect or missing names and events T
can only say sorry and do please let me know if you can fill those
missing links.

HISTORY BEGINS

From reading of early Association minutes it is clearly established
Wally Perkins was the initiator of our Indoor Bowls and its first
resident and it is also clearly stated in our own minutes of 1959 that
the official formation of the club took place in 1954. However even
before this there are still some members around who can remember play-
ing on the two old feltex mats in the bar-room of the old clubhouse
with the late Hilda Shannon serving a tasty supper for all. From Fleet
Burry then Manager of N.Z. Farmers Wally Perkins had secured two sets
‘0of Bowls and feltex mats, his idea was to encourage more members to
make use of their club and from this humble beginning was laid the
foundation for and birth of a club that has continued to grow and flou-
rish over the past 25 years and has indeed brought many members to the
club and has given enjoyment relaxation and a continuing interest to
many hundreds of members and guests and for many years has been an in-
tegral part of the life and activities of Marlborough R.S.A. Over the
years its contribution to the funds of the association have helped in
no small way to keep the association in its present sound and healthy
financial position. For the record in-so-far-as I have been able to
ascertain, the first President was Wally Perkins, Secretary I.V.O. (Sam)
Duncan Committee Doug Lucas and Nonie Thomas. After two years Wally.
Perkins who had started the ball rolling now stepped down as he became
involved in the hierarchy of the assocition and went on tho become
President during the monumentous days and years of building the new
clubhouse and its opening. He was followed as I.D.B. President by one
Percy Johnson who later went as Barman to the Picton Club. Secretary
was again Sam Duncan who in fact served in that position for 5 years,
committee unknown except for Doug Lucas. Possibly they may have been
Eric Perry, Norm Herd, Bill Thomason, Roy Beatson. The late Eric Perry
Succeeded P Johnson as President. Secretary Sam Duncan, committee Doug
Lucas, Roy Beatson, Benfell Raul Wedde C.M.J. (Reg) Watson, Norm Herd,
Percy Johnson. In 1959 I.V.0. (Sam) Duncan finally moved into the chair
as president with C.M.J. (Reg) Watson as Secretary. Committee Roy
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GARDS PRINT %

SEE US FIRST! i

6 OPAWA STREET, TELEPHONE 3747 ~ Ne

What’s On 'l'hls Mo

OCTOBER 14th Music supplied in the Bar from 7.30 till 10.00 pm.
18th Pool - R.S.A. v Criterion at R.S.A.
21st Music supplied in the Bar from 7.30 til1l 10.00 pm.
25th Pool - Masonic v R.S.A. at R.S.A.
28th Music supplied in the Bar from 7.30 till 10.00 pm.

REMINDER

The following re-unions will be held:-

26th N.Z. Battalion - 10/11 March 1979
R.N.Z.A.S.C. - 27/28/29 April 1979
Ex Malayan Services - Labour Weekend 1979.

Mariborough Agents Marl bo roqg
o~ FOR ALL

o an oA\ 5 FRESWICK 8TF

\(00DsYEAZ) TYRE

TELEPHO
Goodyear Tyres SERVICES AFTER HOURS |
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FOR YOUR PRINTING REQUIREMENTS

Reports Articles & Memorandums Letterheads
tles Letters Bookiets Catalogs

Business Cards  Invoices Manuals

Price Lists Re-prints from magazines Envelopes

Flrculars Press Releases .
eaflets Contracts Any Small Publications

Newsletters Labels Cardboard Printing

lonth In Your Club

TROTTING NEWS

Horses to focliow this month

L. »
BY ARAPAHO

I seem to be doing all right, if you had put one for a win and two
for a place on all the horses I have picked so far, you would have

been up $54.00.
Here's hoping I can do the same for you this month:-

MUSKET This horse won two last year, looks like he will
win later on this month.
JE-REVIENS Still a maiden but has been running on well.

MARK SCOTT Is now trotting all the way and looks like it will
improve quickly up North.
ROYDON GALE Picked to be good. Look for first start.
My pick for the Cup is "SAPLING".

\lgh Ty I"e CO. Mariborough Agents

AT ALL

JTREET, BLENHEIM -- "‘("000;’7‘-;&5
TIMES THINK e

'HONE 6760 ‘
K. NEWMAN, 5551 GOODYEAR TYRES Goodyear Tyres
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Once again there was a good attendance at the September meeting of
the Women's Section with Mrs Jo Allan presiding.

The entertaiment for the afternoon was provided by the Blenheim
C.W.I. and was most enjoyable. Qur sales table and raffle table did
brisk business. A welcome "cuppa" brought the afternocon to a close.

The November meeting will be held at night, November 1st at 7.30 p.m.
It is to be a Tupperware evening and you can bring a friend or two, also
a plate please for supper.

Our World War I Veterans afternoon was indeed a happy one with the
entertainment coming from the Blenheim C.W.I. and with everyone joining
in the singing. Items were also given by Mr J. Coutts, on his accordion.
Les Watson gave us a song and Mrs Nees recited.

The next afternoon will be held on October 16th at 2 p.m.

R.S.A. SHOP DAY

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 17TH, 1978 AT 10.00 A.M. FRIDAY NOVEMBER 17TH

Novelties galore. There will be a white elephant stall, plus cakes
plants and sweets and produce stalls. Certainly we will be having a
raffle stall too, as well as morning and afternoon tea.

We would like the support of all members.
Moira Wilson

RS A GOLF SECTION

There is still time to enter the Mariborough R.S.A. annual golf
tournament which will be held this year at the Fairhall Course on Sunday
15th October. The tournament is over 18 holes and has been very popular
in recent years with good trophies in R.S.A., non R.S.A. and Ladies
sections.

Entries close on Monday, 9th October for those who wish to be in
the draw, but usually a limited number of post entries are accepted.
Forms are available in the clubhouse and entries should be given to Roy
Cunningham or Ian Glass.

Come on, golfers! Support your own tournament which this year, is
offering increased sponsorship for two local R.S.A. golfers to attend
the National Tournament in 1979.

Anyone wishing to sponsor yle at our tournament please contact Roy
Cunningham, Ian Glass or Dunc sbertson.
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the minimum for establishment is around 10 deg C. This is quite a lot
higher than many other vegetables. Unfortunately, soil temperatures are
not shown in the met details given in the local paper. It could well be
of interest to have these published. They are recorded daily - at three
levels, I think.

POSITION OF SECRETARY/MANAGER

The above position was advertised in the Marlborough Express, the
Christchurch Press, the Dominion, and the Nelson Mail.

There were thirteen written enquiries regarding the position.

When applications closed on Tuesday, 26th September 1978, eight
written applications had been received. Five from Blenheim, one from
Palmerston North, one from Westport, and one from Rangiora.

The Management Committee, plus the Chairman of the Marlborough
Provincial Patriotic Council (Mr Frank Norton) met on Thursday
29th September, to look through the applications.

It was decided to reduce the number to two applicants, and they
were interviewed on the recommendation of the committee:-

The Executive approved the appointment of Mr Paul Brodie.

Music At Last

It has been advocated in the Club for sometime, and at long
last the Social Committee are going to proceed with the following
ideas.

Providing we get the support from the members, first starting
from Saturday 14th October, there will be music in the bar from
7.30 until 10 p.m. with a different group each week.

Some of the other ideas are to redecorate the Hall and have
nicer furnishings with .an open Bar and a small band for dancing every
Saturday night. This will probably take place early in the New Year
providing again, that we get the support from the members.

Two children were talking and one told the other that her
Aunty has just had a baby.

“But isnt your Uncle in the Army?" objects the other child.
"Oh sure he is" says the first child airily, "but he writes
her everyday."

He must have along pencil, says the second child wonderingly.
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Sub-Branch News

PICTON BRANCH WESTPORT VISIT

“Great, fabulous, haven't
enjoyed myself so much in
years, 1 enjoyed every second
of t",

Such were the comments of
the weary but happy visitors
as they alighted from the
bus on its return to Picton,

After a shaky start, when.
almost everyone was aboard
the bus at 7.55 a.m and
there was no sign of Bruce
until a couple of minutes
past eight, when he appeared
at the end of the street,
sauntering along reading
his newspaper, the bus
departed at 8.05 a.m and
then the weekends programme
went like clockwork for the party of 43.

The driver, Robbie Quin was an encyclopedia of information,
commanding immediate silence each time the P.A. system crackled to
introduce some more information about the scenery we were passing, or
Just to relate one of his stories.

~ After a brief stop at Lake Rotoiti, where we heard about the
"International Toilets", and the pet fish were conspicuous by their
absence, the coach stopped for a half hour at Murchison for morning tea.
We arrived at Westport at 1.10 p.m. where people booked into their
various hotels, had lunch, and then a large percentage of the party
continued to Granity via Coal Town, which proved to be one of the
highlights of the weekend. We arrived back in Westport in time to

be educated in the art of selling raffles. They've certainly mastered
the art in Westport R.S.A., taking $300 in a one hour session, and people
were still queuing for more.

The evening's social was another happy occasion, where old acquaintances
were renewed and new friends made. The Editor will be pleased to note
that copies of "Crossfire" attracted at least one confirmed order with
our Secretary. The recipient, Ike Edwards and his wife were endeared
by all of our party. :

After breakfast the wharf and river bank had a magnet like at*~ **-n
to the Pictonians, bombarding the whitebaiters with requests to 2
their precious few "silver ingots". Also only the early birds v
lucky and there were no big feeds to take home.
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Pictons Good News

At the club committee meeting on 26 September, plans presented by Mr Jim
Maxwell, Chairman of the building committee, for extensions of 10 metres
to the front of the clubrooms were accepted and recommended to be pres-
ented for approval to a General Meeting. The date of the genexal meeting
should be advertised in the near Euture, so keep it in mind. The sketch
plan will be on display in the club rooms.

Club activities for October include the monthly social on Labour Weekend,
Saturday 21st. Socials havent been as well patronised over the past 6
months as in previous years, so how about giving your social committee

a shot in the arm, and bring along your visitors or friends.

The pool programme is:

Wednesday 4th V's Terminus at Terminus
Wednesday 1llth V's Fire Brigade at Fire Station
Wednesday 17th Club Night
Wednesday 24th Club Night
MEETINGS
R.S.A. Executive Thursday 12 October
Ladies Section Tuesday 10 October
Clubhouse Committee Tuesday 24 October
BAR DUTIES

Because of the efforts of our volunteer barmen/ladies, the prices of beer
and spirits in our club are on par with the cheapest of any licensed club
in New Zealand. We never have too many volunteers, so if you would like
to help us with bar duties, please contact President Jim Taylor at the
bar.

The Marlborough branch of the ex Malayan Servicemens Association held a
foundation Social in the Picton R.S.A. clubrooms on 16 September. A
crowd of about 80 ex Malayans, wives and friends were treated to an even-
ing's musical entertainment provided "free of charge" by a band re-formed
by W.W. 11 member Dés York. Des contacted musicians he used to "tinkle
the ivory"s with in pre war years, and the association is extremely
grateful to Les Evans, Bert Lawrence and Doug Stevens who all travelled
from Christchurch to perform. For the majority for the band, it was

the first time they'd played together sincé the war. The "old timers"
were ably supported by Val Porteous on the piano, whose talent is ex-
ceeded only by her beauty. Thanks also go to Dennis Fletcher for his
accordian accompaniment.

Full marks to Dave Porteous who organised the bulk of the evenings pro-
gramme, including the super supper, which was enough to feed his entire
regiment. Supporters arrived in 2 Mini buses from Blenheim, effectively
beating the drink/drive blitz. TIan Hislop elected his own transport and
must qualify for the sherriffs corner. When he arrived, he had to clear
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PICTON R.S.A. INDOOR BOWLS CLOSE FOR 1978

An enjoyable evening to celebrate the closing of the most successful
1978 season, was held in the Navy League Hall on Monday Znd October,
where trophies were presented for:-

Biddis Cup L. Rowlands (<), D. Dahlberg, A. Sixtus,
J. Vorris.

Chalker Cup M. Charters (s), A. Sixtus

Murrell Trophy M. Charters

Silver Jubliee Triples B. Topp, V. Owen, K. Wilkens.
R.S.A. LADIES PICYON |

To say that there was a good "muster" of members in attendance at the Sept-
ember meeting of the section would be rather appropriate, as although no
sheep were present, some of their fleeces were on display. Two of our
members, Mrs Phyll Wilkes assisted by Mrs Sybil Phillips, had done a great
deal of preparation including carrying four spinning wheels up the stairs
to give a demonstration of homespun wool. The various steps were explained
right from the raw wool off the fleece through to the finished garments,
which both ladies were wearing. Fellow members were invited to have a go
at the spinning wheel, which several did with varying degrees of success -

BLENHEIM JOINERY GOMPANY
JOINERY |

KITCHEN FITTINGS & FORMICA BENCH TOPS

= WOODEN WINDOWS = WOOD TURNING
= DOORS = STAIRS

Phone 4455 or 3232 private  G.Gardiner (prop.)
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FLAXBOURNE SUB-BRANCH

Congratulations tc Wally and Betty Bowers for their successes in
the recent Marlborough Horticultural Society's Spring daffodil show.

The Bowers' retirement from active farming doesn't seem to have
Tessened their ability to produce the right blooms at the right time.

We wish Wally and Betty more success as they exHibit further afield,

NEWS FROM OTHER BRANCHES
CONSPICUOUS BY ITS ABSENCE

The young maiden got herself involved in a divorce case and
was being questioned in court.

"So", Miss Jones you admit that you went to a hotel with
this man?"

"Yes T do, but I couldn't help it - he decejved me."

"And how did he do that?"

"Well, he told the reception clerk that I was his wife."

BLENHEIM GOMMERCIAL GIEANERS LTD

Steam Clean Garpet Cleaners steam crean

REDUCES FREQUENCY OF REPEAT CLEANING —- because
the deep steam process is so thorough there is no sub-
surface soil remaining to work its way upward. You can
actually see the hidden dirt in suspension as it 1s removed
— including that left behind from previous shampooing.

CUTS DRYING TIME TO A MINIMUM — from the usual
eight to ten hours to a much more acceptable one to
three hours.

ADDS YEARS OF USE AND 600D LOOKS — because the
grinding wear resulting in teilisle traffic patterns is mini
mized by removal of grit and grime from the base of the

Ot Loosened 1

First of alt, a fine spray of steam is forced into
the carpet.

With a deep rinse* action the steam pene-
trates the carpet, loosening both clinging
surface soil and deep down dirt and holding it
in suspension.

The dirt is then immediately extracted by
powertful suction.

Free Quetes

fibers Furniture marks disappear as gentle steaming
action fluffs fibers back to their original appearance.

RESTORES DEEPER LUSTER AND COLOR-—because simul
taneous cleansing and extracting action penetrates to fuil
depth of the fibers — not just the surface ends

Phone 87075
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