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A mixed reception to the first issue of Crossfire and sales have been
rather disappointing, possibly because of lack of publicity given to far.
It is also noticeable that very few copies have gone to Branches, other
than Picton. If further support is not forthcoming and the magazine cannot
pay its way then it will have to be thrown on the scrap-heap.

It is strange to find that many who find fault with and critisize
R.S.A. policy and activities in Marlborough are not among those who
purchased the first issue, although it was noticeable that there was
plenty of borrowing of copies going on. Surely 20 cents for a copy won't
break anyone, particularly when you remember the profits go to our
Hospital Comforts Fund. Copies of the next issue, by the way, will be
delivered free to all ex-servicemen in hospital in Blenheim and Picton.

What about buying a copy to send to an R.S.A. member you know in
another district! Or even shout one for someone in Blenheim who can't
afford to buy it.

PAUL BRODIE
EDITOR.

W w To Ad‘vertisers
- To advertisers - copy for advertise-
ments should reach the R.S.A. o7tice

Blenheim no later than the 25th ot
the month preceeding issue.

Closing Time Advertis.ing.rates may be obtained
on application.
This magazine will be published The Editor is Paul Brodie, the sub-
between the 8th and 10th of each editor is Allan Gardiner and the
month and available from the Bar. magazine is printed by Gards Print
Closing date for any contrjbutions Limited.
;3n2% the 30th of the previous A1l letters to the Editor must be

in by the 30th of the previous
month.

THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION ARE ENTIRELY THOSE OF THE
AUTHORS AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT OFFICIAL POINTS OF VIEW.
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Our filrst "Cross-Fire" has been produced and all credit to Paul Brodie
and Alan Gardiner for a fine effort. I urge all members to make full use
of this magazine, as its continuing success depends on you.

An unfortunate boating accident early last month lost to us two valuablt
members. I am sure all members join with me in expressing our deepest
sympathy to the next of kin of Wilf Collett and Keith Wallace. What a
great loss it has been to our Rifle Club to lose two such members at one
stroke. I am pleased to say Noel Healy, Gary Forman and Jim Henderson
have taken the Rifle Club under their supervision so our young members will
be able to carry on.

I attended a Woodbourne Officer's Club Lunch meeting on the 9th August.
The guest speaker was His Excellency Mr Armistead B. Seldon Jnr, United
States Ambassador to New Zealand. He gave a most interesting talk on
U.S.A. - N.Z. relationships now and in the future. Most of us realise
that we can no longer look to Britain for our defence, and must rely more
on Uncle Sam, and we can not expect him to look after us if we deny free
entry to our ports of U.S.A. Nuclear powered ships. A small price to pay.

During the month we had the judging of the local entries for the NZRSA
Youth Awards. What a fine lot of girls they are. The extent of their
cultural and social acitivities is amazing, they range from teaching I.H.
children to sing, the making of beds, doing dishes etc at Bursill Home, al
voluntary. The judging was very close, only 1% points between first and
second, the other three were so close that it was decided we would make
it a treble dead heat for third. My most heartfelt thanks to Bob Bean,
Miss Tiffen and Miss Robins for assisting with the judging.

Len's farewell was an outstanding success, just shows how high a regard
he was held in. On the Sunday following, Nola and I were invited to
join the staff at a dinner at the Criterion Hotel, given by them in honour
of Len and Kath. It was thoroughly enjoyed by all. I was also invited to
a function given to Len by ex P.0.W.'s another enjoyable hour or so.

Keith and Edna Jamieson, Nola and I were invited to a Gold Star and
Merit Award presentation function held at Westport R.S.A. Club rooms on
26th August. The presentation was made by N.Z. President Mr Doug Leuchars.
Westport R.S.A. members gave us a very warm welcome, they just couldn't
do enough for us. Westport have a very up-to-date Club rooms. Any member
travelling to Westport should make sure to pay them a visit, they will be
made very welcome.

I also attended the 30th birthday party of the Renwick Women's Section. !
This is a very strong branch of 26 members and have over the years been
a tower of strength to the men. They played a very active part in raising
funds for their hall. I congratulate them for putting on such a wonderful
evening and on reaching their 30th anniversary. Members must be very
happy with the small increase in beer prices. I must stress however, that
these prices are for a trial period only, so lets hope it can be maintainec
In closing I urge members to be sure and sign your guest in. g, yealands,
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Tom Smith

Ronald H. Post

Arthur J. Gordon
(Brisbane)

Otto H. Schwass

W.F.J. Collett

D.K. Wallace

L. Robinson

A.C. Winstanley

They shall not grow old,

As we that are left grow old.

Age shall not weary then,
Nor the year's condemn.

At the going down of the sun
And in the morning

We will remember them.

New Niembers

No 2090032 John F. King
No 457844 John E. Davis

CMG
RKCHMG
GCMG
OBE

ON DEGORATIONS

Call me God

Kindly call me God
God calls me God
Others Bloody Effort
My Bloody Effort

N~ h €« DN

Offer You The Complete Travel Service
Whether It Be A Ferry Ticket To
Wellington Or A Round The World
Holiday. We Have The Knowledge
And Expertise To Help You.

Call And See IAN NIGHTINGALE, RITA

WORKMAN Or

@DALGETY TRAVEL
77 MARKET STREET BLENHEIM
P.O BQX 142 TELEPHONE 6293

. @DALGETY TRAVEL

RAEWYN ASHWELL At

& N € D »p 9~
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| BUSINESS MACHINES (Services)LTD
For all REPAIRS

OFFICE EQUIPMENT
WEIGHING SCALES
BATHROOM SCALES

Phone 3985 aﬁ_ter hours 88913 i

This is Your CLUB
HAVE YOUR SAY

The Editor,
Dear Sir,

Through you, I would like to congratulate the Executive on their effort
to bring the affairs of the Association, and chartered club to the attention
of the membership by way of Crossfire. We must join together to ensure that
to quote you Sir, it doesn't go down the drain.

To obtain maximum results it is essential that the publication reaches
not only those members who visit the clubrooms but also those people who
rarely, if ever come along. How about a free introductory issue to all,
containing an invitation to become a regular subscriber at an annual fee
(postage extra).

In most Association (RSA) today, there exists a tendency, perhaps because
of increasing age and personal wellbeing, for members to drift away from
active participation in Association affairs; this brings me to the point
of this letter.

Firstly, congratulations to the treasurer on his presentation of the
annual accounts and balance sheet. A job well done again. However, I
would like some clarification of some features of the Relief Account.
Bearing in mind the high proportion of members getting on in years, and
not forgetting the widows of deceased ex-servicemen residing in this
district, I find it remarkable indeed in these diffucult times, that
relief grants for the year totalled only $530.

At the same time grants totalling $2882 were made from the general
account. If the latter figure represents largely assistance to Returned
servicemen/women, our widows or dependants, good; but if not, shame on us.
We must indeed be a fit, affluent and ageless group if it takes only $530
a year to fulfil our obligations as members of the Marlborough R.S.A.
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RELIEF ACCOUNT - IN ANSWER TO QUOC VADIS
FEATURE OF THE RELIEF ACCOUNT AND GENERAL WELFARE

The Welfare Committee try to budget so that they spend all tiey
receive from the sale of poppies and Jonations from members. The
donations from members over the last two years averaged %250.00 - take
out of that $120.00 for Anzac Day, and the % per member is not high.

With the high welfare state of the country, the average pensioner
is well catered for, but, should any member know of an ex servicemen or
widow "in need", the Welfare Committee would like tc be advisead
immediately. To date the Committee have dealt with every known case.

From our General Account we made the following payments - this may
be of interest to members:-

Entertaining W.W.XI Veterans and Widows $139. 00
Xmas Gift parcels to the Forces -
share sent by N.Z.R.S.A. 94. 44
Sub Association Darts, I.D. Bowls etc 128. 23
Reefton Women's Section 20. 00
St John Ambulance (result of
A. Gardiner's Gold Disc Award) 651. 16
Red Cross 100. 00
Boy Scouts 100. 00
Young Citizens Award 45. 00
Salvation Army Home 800. 00
Air Cadet League 157. 00
Mental Health 50. 00
$2284. 83

I leave you with this thought:-

Next time you walk into the Club - was there an '0l1d dig' you
could have picked up from your neighbourhood?

THE DOOMSDAY BQOOK

A number of R.S.A.'s throughout the country have instituted what
they call a Doomsday Book. This is a register of their members arranged
into the units in which the members served. Its purpose is to enable
visitors to check if any of their old comrades happen to be members of
that R.S.A. so that they can renew old acquaintances. We are trying to
get the same sort of register operating here and if you have not already
done so, please complete one of the forms available below the main notice
board in the bar.
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was no oil-painting and her sex
appeal nil. We had been previously
briefed on our duties, which con-
sisted of two hours on and four hours
off. Cos struck first trick, while
Gertie and I lay on the side of the
road to try and get some sleep,
sharing the only blanket.

When I say sharing, I mean she
occupied at least two-thirds of it,
and it wasn't exactly warm. Her
close proximity left me cold, in
fact she didn't even raise a wrinkle
on my brow, despite my enforced two
years celebacy.

In fact my main worry was that she
might twist and turn in her sleep and
accidentally dislodge one or more of
the safely pins on her hand grenades.
After we had all completed our first
two hour "tricks" about midnight, I
was nudged by "Gertie" to do my
second "trick. I didn't discover till
later, that she had woken me an hour
too soon, and I wasn't looking for-
ward to another lonely two hours
around midnight.

Before, we had been briefed on
what action to take if anyone
approached along the road. We had
to challenge them by shouting "STOI"
(Yugo for halt) followed by an order
in Italian for one of the approaching
party to advance to within ten paces
with hands upraised. If these orders
were not complied with the guard was
to fire a shot in the air. If these
orders were not complied with he had
to open fire on the party concerned.

Incidentally, we had been previous-
ly armed with various types of fire-
arms. I was given a rather ancient
carbine, complete with long folding
bayonet, of Italian design. The
pistol packing Mommas that we nick-
named the women partisans, were
usually armed with German Mausers in
addition to their other artillery.

Well, I hadn't been on my second
"trick" very long when I heard some-
10

one approaching from the Italian end
of the road. I immediately shouted
"SsTOI" followed by the other orders,
in as stentorian voice as possible,
hoping I didn't betray my true fears.
The result - no response.

This did not allay my fears in any
way; on the contrary. However, I did
manage to repeat the orders in as
convincing manner as possible, at
the same time releasing a shot in
the air.

This must have had some effect,
for I heard footsteps and discerned

an approaching figure with hands
aloft, and emerging through the
gloom in the form of a very scared
Italian priest. When I disclosed m
identity, he immediately embraced m
in unbelievable relief, exclaiming
"Buona Englesi”.

I was able to farewell him and
his companion, on their way.
Scarcely ten minutes had passed,
when I heard more tramping feet
coming from the Yugoslav direction.
It sounded like a regiment of Jerri
and I thought, "Brother this is is"

However, I again managed to bell«
out the required challenge, and the
column came to a halt. Their sound
of voices evidently planning a line
of action, I heard one voice raised
a little higher than the others,
mutter the words - "German bastards

I immediately felt a great sense
of relief, as there appeared someth:
familiar about that voice, so I yel
"come on you bloody Kiwis, get crac!
ing". Sure enough the owner of tha
voice appeared at a trot followed b
about a dozen escapees, mostly Kiwi
The leader was Dick Stewart, one of
my platoon mates, and I knew quite
number of the others too.

Guard duty was forgotten that ni«
and we spent the time till daylight
a very pleasant reunion and learnin
of each others' experiences. Norma
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Les has been retired from the teaching profession now for 22 years but the
tales of his days at school are legend. Like the times he used to chal-
lenge the pupils to marbles, and more often than not ended up with a bag
full. Then there were the countless times that the pupils would try to

get hold of his famous leather strap. Trevor Boyce was one who felt the
force of that. He recalls that at the end of each term some of the lads
would try to find it, with the intention of cutting it into tiny pieces.
But Les was awake to that one, he used to take it home a day or two be-
fore term ended. He still has it kicking around at home somewhere.

In the sporting sphere Les was a keen cricketer and was a useful spin
bowler for the Wairau Cricket Club. He recalls that his best figures were
6 wickets for 10 runs one day, and he managed to get a highest score of
67 on one accasion. He also repped for Marlborough B at rugby, where he
was a three-quarter. He remembers some great games for Central when he
played against Moutere's "Daddy" Phillips. He was the schools delegate to
the Marlborough Rugby Union for 18 years and is a 1ife member of the union
In his Tlater years Les became active in the RSA Bowling Club, and he was

a committee member for many years, and also served as secretary for three
years and as president for one year.

Les was also an executive member of the RSA for 18 years, including a term
as president, and several years on the awards committee. He is still activ
as a scrutineer for the postal ballot. He has 1ife membership of the local
RSA and also of the national body, and the gold stars which go with that
honour. Other 1life memberships include those of the Wairau Cricket Club,
the Blenheim Home and School League and the Marlborough School Sports
Association. For 30 years he has been a member of the Marlborough branch
of the N.Z. Educational Institute, again serving terms as secretary and
president. He is also patron of the Blenheim sub-centre of the N.Z. Red
Cross Society, a body on which he has given 40 years of service.

Les has, naturally, a high regard for the local RSA. He considers that it
is an extremely well run organisation and that members are indeed fortunat
in the staff that serve them. In fact he can not think of anything that

14 Continued on Page 16


















On The Mat

Marlborough R.S.A. Annual Diggers Indoor Tournament - the inaugural
test for this very popular event took place in the Social Lounge
cutive Meeting room and foyer of the then fairly new club rooms. The
e August 1962. The initial winners were a rink skipped by Johnny
e and included the late Paul Wedde, Bob Bullen and C.M.J. (Reg) Watson.

initiator of the Diggers Tournament was that well known and humorous
racter, one Wiff Hastilow who at the time was a member of the R.S.A.
ial Club. Wiff suggested to his employers, Frank and Charlie Avery,
nt owners of the then Fleetway Tyre Co, that perhaps they might 1like
present to the R.S.A. a shield for an annual competition among indoor
lers. The Avery Brothers accepted the idea and duly presented the
eld to be known as the Fleetway Shield.

Although the Fleetway Tyre ~ has long ceased to exist having been
>rbed by the Goodyear Tyre Co, the name Fleetway lives on and I know
t R.S.A. and Indoor Bowlers will be forever grateful to the Avery
thers and Wiff for initiating this tournament that has increased in
ularity and rink entries year by year and gives enjoyment to R.S.A.
>or bowlers from all over Marlborough. The R.S.A. Executive of 1962
ely, I think, asked the Committee of the mens Indoor Bowling to
inister the Tournament on their behalf. The Tournament to be known
the Diggers Annual Tournament for the Fleetway Shield and that R.S.A.
sent Silver buttons to the winners and a trophy to runners up. The
y condition on entry be that the person be a returned serviceperson
iding in Marlborough. Play to take place on the first available
urday in August each year. Conditions of play, 5 games of 7 ends,

5 minutes, 2 points a win, 1 point a draw, 6 points to qualify for
t section play. Final 12 ends no time limit. Penalties first 4
ls, 2 points, thereafter 3 points. If bell or 7th end is killed the
2 is finished. Control and umpjring of the game has for a number of
rs been in the hands of two qualified mewmbers of M.I.B.A. and R.S.A.
very grateful for their assistance. Some names that come to mind
Dave Adams, Charlie Dunkinson, but for several years now it has
1 Roy Sanders and Vic Philpott. As popularity and rink entries
reased it became necessary to hire the Triple Links Hall for qualifyir
2s but post section and the final have always been played at the R.S.!
>uld like to pay a tribute to and thank the ladies of the Indoor
ling Club and Womens section who over the sixteen years the tourna-
t has been run, have always been on hand to dispense morning and
arnoon tea and of latter years light lunch. Last year executive
ided to sponsor the winning rink as our official entry to the
ionalR.S.A. Indoor Bowling Tour. This move puts Indoor Bowling in
2 with the policy of the Outdoor Bowling Diggers Tournament.

Last year a Picton Rink was sponsored by Marlborough and played in
National at Hawera. This years local tournament was played on
urday, August 26th. Mr C.M.J. (Reg) Watson, president of the Mens
>or Bowling Club introduced Mr Win Giffen Senior Vice President of
20







CLUBHOUSE COMMITTEE FOR 1978/79

Sorxry for leaving you out of our last issue but here are the
members who are on this committee:-

A. Bishell Ian Moore R. Buckley G. Carlisle
A. Eatwell J. Gibson Bob Gordon Mike Morrison
G. Panting S. Robinson P. Slape J. Todd

S. Todd

Well last month I was lucky enough to be called on to help at
Housie.

What a surprise was in store for me. Housie starts at 8 p.m but th
keen arrive from about 6.15 to gain their lucky seats (I guess).

I've heard its the best run housie in Marlborough. Well after
helping I was very impressed and can't say enough about the efficiency
of the whole show. Sid and his boys have it down to a fine art and I
can see how its "Tops in Town" and a boom to our club's finances. So
Sid and boys I would like to convey from the Executive and members our
sincerest thanks for a great effort. Your efforts in the lounge bar
raffles also appreciated, of late they seem to be harder to quit but you
boys have stuck to the task.

BLENHEIM ELECTRIC HOUSE LID.

W. R. BRUNTON

FOR ALL REPAIRS

RADIO & TV,

SEE US

Telephone 3564 at ¢ opawA STREET
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GARDENING HINTS.

Dig With David

At this time of year there always seem to be many neurotic individual
who fuss because:-
1. There are masses of bees on their broad beans.
2. There are no bees on their broad beans.
3. If they like bees they don't like bees that
perforate the base of the flower through
the calyx.

It should be realised that broad beans are individuals who are quite
capable of doing their own thing by themself. Pollinators are NOT
essential. However they do improve setting, especially early in the
season. There are two sorts of bumble bee, short tongued and long tongued
The short one goes through the side of the flower because it can't reach
the nectar through the top. It doesn't do any arm. More important in
setting is the physiological stage of the plant at flowering. You've
heard the old adage about beating a wife and a walnut tree to make them
bear, well the broad bean is much the same. A bed reluc*ant to set can
be encouraged by shoving a spade down one side and cutting some of the
roots.

PICTON TRANSPORT SERVICE LTD

L.MV.D,
50 WELLINGTON STREET, PICTON

Mobil

FOR MOBIL SERVICE

PETROL, OIL AND TYRES
LUBRICATION
BREAKDOWN SERVICE
CAR STORAGE
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

TELEPHONE 160 PICTON, 6222 BLENHEIM P.0. BOX 144 PICTON
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7 Sub-Bronch Kews

PICTON BRANCH
HISTORY OF THE R,.S.A. BULLDING

While making enquiries for this article, itv socon became obvious that
a capable person could write a lengthy book on the subject, and a lot of
editing has had to be done. The dates in some cases could be arqued, but
it is with considered certainty that the dates will be within six months
accuracy.

The building was erected during 1878 - 79 on a site opposite what is
now Grand Vue Motel, or on the Eastern boundary of the Town House. The
building was erected as a Presbytarian House and commanded a splendid
view of the Picton Harbour.

In 1923 a Dr Russell bought the building for removal *o its present
site. Some readers will be saddened by the memory of Paddy Conway, who
was killed while trimming boughs off a large oak tree, which was to be
felled to allow the shift. Paddy was standing on the wrong sidec of the
branch while sawing it, and when it went unexpzactedly he fell and it
his head on a brick wall.

Mr Ernie Lane, a boatbuilder, undertook the removal contract, and
among his gang still living in Picton today were Messrs Clarrie and Vic
Olsen, Harold Perano and Jack Peek. The building was winched off the
site by means of block and tackle, and round logs were fed under the
building as it was winched along. The building had to be turned 45°
at the corner of Waikawa Road and Wellington Street, and it was there
that industrial problems erupted. The men went on strike for one
shilling a day extra, and there the building stayed for three days. The
dispute resolved, the building resumed its slow but steady progress south
along Wellington Street.

Tinker Smith, though only a two year old, remembers his Dad lifting
him up into the building for a ride. (Now a member of the club, and it
can truthfully be assumed that Tinker has been taken for many a 'ride' in
the same building since that Memorable day!)

As the building was being winched up the difficult rise to its
present site and winch ropes straining to almost breaking point - Wally
Parfitt interupts with a memory also about "Tinker's Dad", who was a born
prankster. Wally recalls it was around Guy Fawkes Day and Mr Smith put a
large banger in a 4 gallon tin. When it went off, and after the expected
scatter, the order of the day was for clean nickers all round.

From site to site the maneouvre took only four working days (not
including the strike period) and looking back, my informant had to ponder
the credibility of such a feat, which wouldn't even be contemplated today.

The building was used as a surgery by Dr Russell who in turn
relinquished it to Dr Smythe. In the early 30's Dr Smythe sold the
building and it became known as the "Rawhiti Guest House."
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RENWICK BRANCH

RENWICK R.S.A. LADIES SECTION REPORT

On Sunday 27th August, the Women's Section of Renwick R.S.A. celebrated
their 30th Birthday with a dinner held at the Renwick Arms Hotel.

As president it was my pleasure to welcome the guests and read extracts
from early meetings, much to the amusement of all. Particularly where the
men had offered to help prepare the Memorial Park for Anzac Day, an offer
which was accepted.

Among those present were foundation members, Mrs Moira Wilson, Mrs
Gladys Newman and Mrs Connie Brydon, these three members also cut the
Birthday cake.

Mrs Jo Allen represented Blenheim Women's visitors from Picton being
Mr & Mrs Clive Taylor. Joan is president of Picton Women's Section, and
Mr & Mrs Gordon Mattingly.

During the evening mention was made of the sterling service given to
the Women's Section by Mrs Avis Newman, who has been Secretary for fiftee
years. All in all a very enjoyable evening.

Nola Yealand,
President

NEWS FROM OTHER BRANCHES
CONSPICUOUS BY ITS ABSENCE

LAST MONTH'S SOLUTION BATTLE OF BRI TAI N.
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 1 The 38th Anniversary of the Battle
E B_&wD TIAIRIO of Britain will be commemorated on
ATMIAYT EiPYI ETLIAIN Sunday 17th September in main cen-
T L1E HIiGIN LIEINTA tres in N.Z. Wreath laying at the
Z1S IE HIATD PIEYCIAIN War Memorial will be the only
0 N CIATP activity in Blenheim since the
Brevet Club and Air Force Assn
i) & R f R L S C ¢ g t z i have gone into recess.
ATLIEIT IO I ( INILIELT WHERE HAVE ALL THE ARTISTS GONE?
MlAlD A|DIE No entries have been received in
EJLIEIGEA]L|L the design a cover competition.
EIDITITERTIE LIE What's the matter, is a bottle of
AINIE OIRIE gin too lowly a prize for your
MIE IR TI0lY +alents?
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crossword puzzle 2

Answers to this crossword will be

in the next issue.

ACROSS 30. Youth 54. Former
1. Hodgepodge 31. Marten government
5. Choose 32. Turmeric agency
8. Food fish 33. Longed 55. Concludes
12. Region 36. Size of
13. Farm type DOWN
implement 38. Female fowl 1. Refuse of
14. Bulrush 39. Duct grapes
15. French royal 40. Scoff 2. Assam
dor 43. Honest silkworm
16. Lawyer 47. Associates 3. O'Casey
18. Lopes 49. Winglike 4. Seasoned
20. Containers 50. Aleutian 5. Contemporary
21. Greek island novelist
letter 51. Torrid 6. Kitchen
22. Bar offering 52. Throe utensils
23. June star 53. New Mexican 7. Asian festival
26. Enrages county 8. Shore
1 2 13 4 6 |7 8 9 po n
12 14
15 17
18 0
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9

10

11.

17.
19.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
31.
34.

35.

36.

37.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.
44.
45.

46.
48.

Attila's
subjects

To the
sheltered side
Tunisian
rulers

Roman poet
French season
Fish

Nelly —
Scottish
explorer
Girl's name
Mire

Epoch
Biblical name
Girl of song
Marsh

Indian
macaque
Famous
fiddler

Give a bad
review

Get away free
Mental view
Begone!

—— bene
Inner (comb.
form)

Road sign
Ardor
Contemporary
novelist

Work units
Greek letter

{Answer on Page 87












